
Church Council Member at Large 
Position Description 

Bethel United Methodist Church (July 2012) 
 

“The Church Council shall provide for planning and implementing a program of nurture, 
outreach, witness, and resources in the local church. It shall also provide for the 
administration of its organization and temporal life. It shall envision, plan, implement, 
and annually evaluate the mission and ministry of the church. The Administrative Board 
shall be amenable to and function as the administrative agency of the charge conference.” 
¶ 252, BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 
  
The size of the Church Council is determined by the Charge Conference. It shall include 
all positions designated in the BOD as well as chairs of ministry teams, committees and 
councils as deemed necessary for fulfilling the church’s mission: “Bethel United 
Methodist Church seeks to welcome God's people into a supportive extended family.  As 
a community we strive for faith, witness, and stewardship to uplift the Love, Acceptance, 
Hope and Grace of God's Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Teacher.” 
 
Specific Responsibilities of the Church Council 
 
Set annual and long-range goals to carry out the vision of the church. 
 
Review the membership of the local church. 
 
Fill interim vacancies occurring among the lay officers of the church between sessions of 
the annual charge conference. 
 
Establish the budget on recommendation of the committee in Finance and ensure 
adequate provision for the financial needs of the church. 
 
Recommend to Charge conference the salary and other remuneration of the pastor(s) and 
staff members after receiving recommendations from committee on Staff-Parish 
Relations. 
 
Review recommendation of committee on Staff-Parish Relations regarding provision of 
adequate housing for the pastor(s), and report the same to charge conference for approval. 
 
Coordinate plans for the congregation's ministry and support the various ministry teams 
and committees as they carry out these plans. 
 
Ensure that ministry team and committee tasks are carried out. 
 
Obtain from Committee on Finance the funds needed to carry out programs of ministry. 
 
To be accountable to the Charge Conference. 
 
The Council is required to meet at least quarterly. The Council meets 4th Monday, 
6:00 PM bi-monthly beginning in January with called meetings as necessary.   
 


