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Letter  
from the
chAirmAn 
And  
executive 
director

The Chamber Music Society 
enjoyed a highly successful  
45th Anniversary season of 
distinguished artistic achievement 
and continued growth in its 
activities. CMS presented 54 
concerts in Alice Tully Hall, the 
Kaplan Penthouse, and the Rose 
Studio, winning high critical 
praise. The Chamber Music 
Society’s international, multi-
generational roster of chamber 
music artists performed over  
100 works from the Baroque 
period to the present, among 
them premieres of seven new 
CMS co-commissions by Derek 
Bermel, Perry Goldstein, Helen 
Grime, David Philip Hefti, 
Lowell Liebermann, Shulamit 
Ran, and Sheila Silver. CMS 

awarded the Elise L. Stoeger Prize 
of $25,000 to Thomas Larcher for 
his achievements in the field of 
chamber music composition. 

The heart of the season, the 
Winter Festival: Intimate 
Expressions, presented works 
which epitomize the dialogue, 
introspection, and musical 
exchange of chamber music. The 
centerpiece of the festival was 
Schubert’s Winterreise, performed 
by sensational baritone Christian 
Gerhaher. The CMS Baroque 
Festival brought listeners the 
ever-gleaming delights of the 
Brandenburg Concertos and other 
Baroque gems. The innovative 
Drumming program showcased 
the limitless possibilities of 
percussion in chamber music. 

Another unforgettable highlight 
was the Romantic Piano Quartets 
concert performed by CMS 
Artistic Co-Directors David 
Finckel (cello) and Wu Han 
(piano), joined by violinist Daniel 
Hope and violist Paul Neubauer, 
recorded live in  
Alice Tully Hall and released  
on the prestigious Deutsche 
Grammophon label. The season 
closed with performances of 
works by Mozart, Tchaikovsky, 
and Lowell Liebermann per-
formed by the Emerson String 
Quartet, violist Paul Neubauer, 
and cellist Colin Carr.

CMS provided many avenues 
to chamber music for listeners of 
all ages in New York and across the 
globe, through expanded touring 

ooking back on the
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performances and residencies; free 
or subsidized ticket programs for 
children, students, and young 
adults; digital and broadcast 
media; and a wide range of 
education programs for listeners 
at all levels of musical knowledge. 
CMS live-streamed 37 events and 
offered a 52-week radio series, a 
weekly internet radio series, and 
over 200 videos, accessible from 
the CMS website or free mobile 
app. CMS video recorded its 
concerts in Alice Tully Hall for 
the first time, complementing the 
audio archive of all CMS 
performances since 1969, for the 
benefit of future listeners, 
students, and teachers. After 
rigorous auditions, CMS selected 
two new ensembles, the Calidore 

String Quartet and the 
Schumann Quartet, for the 
highly competitive CMS Two 
residency for exceptional young 
musicians in the early stages of 
their careers; they begin their 
residency in 2016-17. Due to a 
highly successful Spring Gala and 
Annual Fund, increased ticket 
sales, and careful management of 
expenses, CMS ended the season 
in sound financial health.

We thank our Artistic 
Directors, musicians, and staff  
for the excellence of our 45th 
Anniversary season, and we 
extend our deepest gratitude  
to our Board, loyal friends and 
supporters for making the 
accomplishments of  
2014-15 possible.
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drumming

  Watch a selection 
from this concert at  
http://ow.ly/4mHGzH
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eport      on the    �eason
the chAmber music society 
achieved high recognition 
for artistic excellence 
for performances of 
over 150 works by its 
intergenerational, 
international roster of 
119 chamber music artists. 



cho-LiAng 
Lin

performing with  

wu QiAn

“...a rare combination  
of virtuosity  

and humanity…”  
–tHE loS AnGElES timES
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from ALice tuLLy hALL
Highlights
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mozArt piAno concertos 
CMS opened its 45th Anniversary season with a joyous 

celebration of Mozart performed by pianist Alessio Bax and 

a stellar cast of CMS artists. The evening’s festive mood was 

further heightened by the presentation of the CMS Award 

for Extraordinary Service to Chamber Music to Charles 

Wadsworth, Founder and Artistic Director of the Chamber 

Music Society for its first 20 years. 

the pAcificA QuArtet
This highly regarded ensemble, which has grown steadily in 

stature since completing its CMS Two young artist residency 

in 2005, performed a wide-ranging program, from Haydn to 

a new CMS co-commission by Shulamit Ran, written for them. 

Ms. Ran’s work, Glitter, Doom, Shards, Memory, Quartet No. 

3 for Strings, drew such an enthusiastic response that the 

ensemble gave an encore of the work’s second movement. 

The composer discussed her work in a pre-concert chat.  

mozArt piAno 
concertos

wu hAn, chArLes wAdsworth, 
And dAvid finckeL
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ALice tuLLy hALL highLights

shostAkovich refLected
Shostakovich’s Seven Romances on Poems of Alexander 

Blok, a rarely-performed work celebrating longtime musical 

friendships, was performed by renowned soprano Dina 

Kuznetsova, with CMS musicians Gilbert Kalish (piano), 

Yura Lee (violin), and Jakob Koranyi (cello). This work was 

paired with other hauntingly evocative works by Sibelius 

and Debussy. Music critic Philip Gardner wrote that the 

concert “again left me searching for adjectives (superlatives, 

really) to describe the level of music-making by the 

participating artists” (Oberon’s Grove, November 23, 2014). 

bAroQue festivAL
CMS presented a rich array of works from the treasure 

trove of the Baroque period, including the much-loved 

Brandenburg Concertos, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, and many 

lesser-known gems. This season’s festival offered an 

intriguing Baroque Remix program with rare arrangements 

for accordion, harp, and strings, performed by cellists 

Patrick and Thomas Demenga, accordionist Luka Juhart, 

and a host of brilliant CMS artists. 

drumming
This inventive program presented Steve Reich’s Drumming, 

Part I for Percussion Quartet and works by John Cage, 

Conlon Nancarrow, Béla Bartók, and others, performed by 

percussionists Victor Caccese, Christopher Froh, Ayano 

Kataoka, and Ian David Rosenbaum, and pianist Gilbert 

Kalish. New York Times critic Vivien Schweitzer wrote that 

this concert placed “a visually and sonically compelling 

spotlight on an instrument family infrequently given center 

stage by major institutions for a whole program” and 

described the concert as “really cool” (The New York Times, 

February 4, 2015). 

bAroQue 
remix
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“a visually and sonically 
compelling spotlight on 

an instrument family 
infrequently given  

center stage by major 
institutions for a  
whole program”

—tHE nEW yorK timES

drumming brAndenburg 
concertos
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romAntic  
piAno QuArtets

  Watch a preview 
of this performance at  
http://ow.ly/4mHGKb
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ALice tuLLy hALL highLights

orion string QuArtet  
And friends
This ensemble, known and loved as the Chamber Music 

Society’s quartet in residence for over 25 years, was joined 

by two esteemed collaborators, violinist/violist Ida Kavafian 

and flutist Tara Helen O’Connor for a program that included 

Beethoven’s sparkling Serenade in D major for Flute, Violin, 

and Viola, Op. 25 and Mozart’s commanding Quintet in D 

major for Two Violins, Two Violas, and Cello, K. 593.  

romAntic piAno QuArtets
CMS Artistic Co-Directors cellist David Finckel and pianist 

Wu Han joined forces with violinist Daniel Hope and violist 

Paul Neubauer to give what classical music critic Corinna 

da Fonseca-Wollheim (The New York Times, March 2, 2015) 

called a “performance of deep tenderness” of quartets by 

Mahler, Schumann, and Brahms, which was recorded live and 

released on the prestigious Deutsche Grammophon label. 

orion string QuArtet
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ALice tuLLy hALL highLights

winter festivAL:  
intimAte expressions
CMS presented six concerts (4 in Alice Tully Hall and 2 in 

the Rose Studio) of works that epitomize the dialogue, 

introspection, and musical exchange of chamber music. 

The centerpiece of the festival was Schubert’s Winterreise, 

performed by the sensational baritone Christian Gerhaher, 

accompanied by pianist Gerold Huber. In another festival 

highlight, the Escher String Quartet performed Sibelius’s 

Voces Intimae, the inspirational core of the festival, along 

with masterworks by Berg and Schubert. 

beethoven And Ligeti
Pianist Jeremy Denk presented a program pairing works by 

two composers noted for their dynamism, originality, and 

indomitable will to conquer hardships. Following Mr. Denk’s 

introduction to the works, he and an accomplished cast of 

CMS artists performed Beethoven’s sparkling Quintet in E-flat 

major for Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, Horn, and Piano, Op. 16; 

Ligeti’s Trio for Violin, Horn, and Piano, “Hommage à Brahms;” 

and Beethoven’s final piano trio, the “Archduke,” which 

stands at the apex of the genre.

mozArt, LiebermAnn,  
And tchAikovsky
The Emerson String Quartet, violist Paul Neubauer, and 

cellist Colin Carr brought the season to a resounding close 

with Mozart’s delightful Quintet in E-flat for Two Violins, Two 

Violas, and Cello, K. 614 and Tchaikovsky’s Sextet for Two 

Violins, Two Violas, and Two Cellos, Op. 70, “Souvenir de 

Florence.” The Emerson also gave the New York premiere 

of Lowell Liebermann’s String Quartet No. 5, a CMS co-

commission which the composer wrote for the quartet. 

winter festivAL: 
conversAtionAL 
strings
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mozArt, 
LiebermAnn,  

And tchAikovsky

winter festivAL: 
schubert & schnittke 
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In The InTIMaTe rose Studio, artists and listeners 
share a musical experience reminiscent of the home 
concerts where chamber music first flourished. this 
series of five concerts presents traditional repertoire 
twice each evening: at 6:30 p.m. with concert seating 
and at 9:00 p.m. with café-style seating, a complimen-
tary glass of wine, and an engaging musical host. 

Rose Studio and Late Night Rose concerts show-
case the musicians of CmS two, the competitive 
three-year residency for exceptional young artists, 
who perform with longtime CmS musicians, such as 
pianist Gilbert Kalish, cellist timothy Eddy, oboist 
Stephen taylor, and others. 

Among the many highlights of the 2014-15 series 
was the Danish String Quartet’s “searing perfor-
mance” of Debussy’s Quartet in G minor, op. 10 (The 
New York Times, november 20, 2014). in the same 
concert, pianist Gilles vonsattel joined the Danish in a 
rare performance of louis vierne’s Quintet for piano, 
two violins, viola, and Cello (op. 42). 

o  tudio Concerts
And LAte night rose

cms AnnuAL report 2015

rose studio concert
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LAte night rose

  Watch a performance by 
the Danish String Quartet at 

http://ow.ly/4mHGR7



New us c in the   
     aplan Penthouse
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ThIS four-ConCerT SerIeS presented a colorful palette of 

innovative works by more than 20 contemporary composers 

spanning several generations and cultures, performed by CMS 

artists whose enthusiasm and virtuosity gave these new works 

their highest musical expression. 

Audiences heard compositions of varied instrumentation, 

from composer-cellist Thomas Demenga’s works for solo 

and duo cello to Guillaume Connesson’s Techno-parade for 

Flute, Clarinet, and Piano to Paul Lansky’s Hop for Violin and 

Marimba, among many others. 

CMS premiered CMS co-commissions by Derek Bermel 

and David Philip Hefti. Listeners also heard what New York 

Times critic Corinna da Fonseca-Wollheim called “a bravura 

performance” of Leon Kirchner’s Trio No. 1 for Piano, Violin, and 

Cello by pianist Gilles Vonsattel, violinist Arnaud Sussmann, 

and cellist Nicholas Canellakis. 



The Art of 
the Recital
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The arT of The reCITaL, a series of three artist-curated 

concerts in the Rose Studio, enjoyed its second sold-out 

season. Pianist Gilbert Kalish presented works written for 

him by George Crumb, Perry Goldstein, and Sheila Silver 

(the latter two were CMS co-commissions). Renowned 

cellist Gary Hoffman and pianist David Selig presented 

an all-French program. Pianist-composer Jean-Frédéric 

Neuburger and violinist Nicolas Dautricourt gave the 

world premiere of Mr. Neuburger’s new work, Poème, and 

performed cherished works for violin and piano. All three 

recitals were streamed live and for the following 24 hours 

to a global audience, enabling listeners who could not at-

tend in person to enjoy the performances.

The Art of 

giLbert kALish 

  Watch a selection 
from this performance at  

http://ow.ly/4mHHjZ

nichoLAs dAutricourt And 
JeAn-frédéric neuburger 

  Watch a selection from this 
performance at http://ow.ly/4mHHlW
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CMS aChIeved new MILeSToneS in 2014-15: the organization’s first 

tour to China (with performances in Beijing and Shanghai), its 

first summer residency at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center 

in Saratoga Springs, a new annual residency at the Performing 

Arts Center, Purchase College, SUNY, and a filming of CMS’ 

annual residency at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill in Harrodsburg, 

Kentucky, captured by Live From Lincoln Center (LFLC) for future 

broadcast on PBS’ Live From Lincoln Center series. This was the 

first time in its history that LFLC filmed one of the Lincoln Center 

constituents in performance outside of New York. 

In addition, CMS gave concerts in London’s prestigious Wigmore 

Hall, at the LG Arts Center in Seoul, Korea as part of its partnership 

with the LG Chamber Music School, and in Calgary and Toronto, 

Canada as part of its North American touring program. Fourteen 

CMS Board members and Patrons joined artistic directors David 

Finckel and Wu Han, violinist Sean Lee, and violinist/violist Arnaud 

Sussmann on a fall trip to Prague with sightseeing and performances 

throughout the city including the Lobkowicz palaces and Dvořák’s 

home.  For the sixth year in a row, CMS partnered with Travel 

Dynamics and took 24 CMS Board members and Patrons on a spring 

cruise from Rome to Lisbon. David Finckel, Wu Han, violinist Arnaud 

Sussmann and violist Matthew Lipman performed four concerts at 

beautiful venues in Seville, Granada, and Portugal. In all, CMS gave 

75 touring performances in 37 cities; held nine residencies; and  

gave CMS’ second free concert in Central Park. 

Educational activities are integral to CMS’ touring activities: 

CMS artists gave master classes, pre- and post-concert chats, 

and/or open rehearsals of CMS concert programs for students 

and audiences in a variety of cities, including the Harris Theater, 

Chicago; the Saratoga Performing Arts Center, Saratoga Springs; 

the University of Georgia, Athens; Performing Arts Center, Purchase 

College, SUNY; Friends of Chamber Music, Denver; and others.

C  
      on Tour

nAumburg bAndsheLL in 
centrAL pArk, new york, ny
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shAker viLLAge 
of pLeAsAnt hiLL, 
hArrodsburg, ky

sArAtogA performing 
Arts center, 
sArAtogA, ny

Lg Arts center  
in koreA
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In 2014-15, CMS continued to 

expand its media activities, 

bringing CMS performances, 

artist interviews, and edu-

cational events to a growing 

worldwide audience. From 

2013-14 to 2014-15, viewer-

ship of CMS live-streaming 

doubled; estimated minutes 

of CMS videos viewed on the 

CMS YouTube channel rose 

by 31%; unique users of the 

CMS website increased by 

17%; and the CMS radio series 

of 52 programs per year, 

broadcast and streamed to 

millions of listeners on over 

300 frequencies nationwide,   

expanded internationally. 

CMS performances were also 

heard on American Public 

Media’s Performance Today 

program, as well as a weekly 

CMS streaming radio series 

from the CMS website. CMS 

video recorded its Alice Tully 

Hall concerts for the first 

time in 2014-15, comple-

menting the audio recording 

of all CMS concerts since 

1969 for the benefit of future 

audiences, students, and 

musicians. CMS produced 

37 live-streamed events, a 

broad range of 82 videos 

including performance 

segments, artist interviews, 

previews, lectures, and mas-

ter classes. Two recordings 

were released, including the 

public release of a Schumann 

& Mendelssohn CD which 

BBC Music Magazine initially 

distributed exclusively to its 

41,000 monthly subscribers, 

and a live-recorded Roman-

tic Piano Quartets concert 

on the Deutsche Grammo-

phon label. CMS maintains a 

lively and growing presence 

on Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram.

C  Media

  Watch a 2015 media 
overview video at http://
ow.ly/4mHHu0
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Our Young Adult programs (the CMS Now membership, which 

provides reduced ticket prices and invitations to special events and 

Chamber Music 360, a subscription package of three tickets for $60 

for music lovers ages 21-39) grew and evolved in 2014-15. CMS Now 

members and their guests enjoyed a successful gallery concert and 

were invited to mingle with CMS artists, board members, patrons, 

and audience members at special events throughout the season. 

CMS participated in a wider Lincoln Center effort to embrace young 

adults and attract young patrons, specifically the Cocktails + Culture 

event on April 15, 2015 at the Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse, co-hosted 

by Chelsea Clinton and Bryce Dessner. Based on input from the 

CMS Young Audience Council, a group of young adults who provide 

opinions and suggestions for bringing chamber music to their peers, 

CMS initiated a Young Patrons program, to begin in 2015-16, which 

offers young adults the opportunity to become philanthropists early in 

life — in particular, to support young audiences and artists.

chamber music for 

         oung Adults

gALLery concert At 
Lennon, weinberg, inc.
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chAmber music 
beginnings
The Chamber Music Beginnings program provided 3,494 

children in grades 3-5 with a solid base of musical knowledge, 

in alignment with the NYC Blueprint for the Arts, including 

classroom instruction and concerts in classrooms and 

professional performing arts spaces. In 2015, CMS began 

performing the Queens concerts in Flushing Town Hall, which 

received very positive feedback, and continued performing 

the Manhattan concerts in Merkin Concert Hall. CMS also 

gave a Chamber Music Beginnings concert at Casita Maria 

in the Bronx.   

meet the music! 
Meet the Music! family concerts enjoyed another highly 

successful season. These entertaining, educational concerts 

conceived, written, and hosted by CMS Director of Family 

Programs Bruce Adolphe, with performances by Mr. Adolphe 

and CMS artists, delighted listeners of all ages. A pre-concert 

Instrument Petting Zoo in the lobby of Alice Tully Hall 

enabled curious children to “try” classical instruments under 

the guidance of CMS musicians. For each concert, 60 tickets 

were set aside for underserved families.  CMS also brought 

Meet the Music! to Princeton, NJ. 

ducation
cms served over 10,000 new yorkers 

in 2014-15 with a broad range of 

educational programs for listeners 

of all ages, from new york city 

elementary school students to adults.

meet the music!

  Watch a video preview 
at http://ow.ly/4mHHy4



musicAL 
instrument 
petting zoo

chAmber music 
beginnings



student 
producers

Lg chAmber music schooL

  Watch selections 
from the performance at  

http://ow.ly/4mHHCR
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young musiciAns,  
young ensembLes,  
And music up cLose! 
The Young Musicians program for high school students 

and Young Ensembles program for middle school students 

provided professional coachings, leading to student concerts 

in Alice Tully Hall and the Rose Studio. Both concerts 

were video recorded and archived on the CMS website; 

the Rose Studio concert was also live-streamed. Middle 

school and high school students attended Music Up Close! 

open rehearsals, where they observed a working rehearsal, 

followed by Q&A with the artists. 

Lg chAmber music schooL
CMS hosted 30 LG Chamber Music School students from 

Korea for a week of chamber music coaching from CMS 

artists, culminating in a concert that was live-streamed to 

their families and peers in South Korea. 

student producers
Student Producers, high school students from tri-state 

area schools, met bi-weekly with CMS staff and learned the 

inner workings of an arts institution. In 2014-15, the students 

produced three pre-concert events for their peers at Alice 

Tully Hall. 

cms two
Following a rigorous audition process, CMS selected two 

new ensembles for the highly regarded CMS Two program 

for exceptional young musicians in the early stages of their 

careers. The new ensembles, the Calidore String Quartet and 

the Schumann Quartet, will begin their three-year residency 

at CMS in 2016-17. CMS Two musicians are fully integrated 

into all CMS activities.

young musiciAns concert

  Watch the performance at 
http://ow.ly/4mJvQe



mAster cLAsses

  Watch the class at 
http://ow.ly/4mHHnn

Lectures

  Watch 
this lecture at 

http://ow.ly/4mHHSv

inside chAmber music
In the Inside Chamber Music series, CMS Resident Lecturer 

Bruce Adolphe revealed the underlying structures and devices 

that composers use to write master works performed during 

the season. Mr. Adolphe explored Classical masterpieces by 

Mozart, Beethoven, and Schubert in four fall lectures and 

treasured Romantic works by Brahms and Schumann in four 

spring lectures. CMS artists performed in all eight lectures, 

which were live-streamed and recorded for viewing by the 

public on the CMS website. 

mAster cLAsses
CMS presented six Master Classes for conservatory students, 

taught by Arnaud Sussmann (violin), Peter Kolkay (bassoon), 

Gilbert Kalish (piano), Paul Watkins (cello), Cho-Liang Lin 

(violin), and Jason Vieaux (guitar). These classes, held in 

the Rose Studio, were attended by live audiences and were 

also live-streamed and archived on the CMS website as an 

educational resource. 

pre-concert Lecture And 
conversAtions
Musician and educator Michael Parloff gave a pre-concert 

lecture on the season’s centerpiece, Schubert’s Winterreise. 

Audiences also enjoyed pre-concert conversations with 

composers Shulamit Ran and Lowell Liebermann, whose works 

were featured during the season, and with percussionists who 

performed in the Drumming concert of February 3, 2015. 

buiLding A chAmber music 
progrAm: A teAcher’s guide
The CMS educational publication Building a Chamber Music 

Program: A Teacher’s Guide, was released in January, 2015, and 

CMS began to explore ways to increase awareness of this resource 

and help teachers in the tri-state area to begin chamber music 

programs at their schools. 

educAtion
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inside chAmber music

  Watch this lecture at 
http://ow.ly/4mJwQj
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G ving
the chAmber music society 

is grAtefuL to eAch And 

every donor Listed on 

the foLLowing pAges who 

provided essentiAL support 

for our wide-rAnging 

Artistic And educAtionAL 

progrAms through gifts to 

the AnnuAL fund, opening 
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giving. we AcknowLedge 

these individuALs, 
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And government Agencies 

for their generosity. we 

wouLd ALso Like to thAnk 

those donors who support 

the chAmber music society 

through the LincoLn 
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Anne-mArie 
mcdermott

“A pianist who balances 
qualities of excitement 
and spontaneity with 
clarity and elegance.”

–tHE nEW yorK timES
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The ChaMBer MuSIC SoCIeTy hosted Spring Gala at Alice 

Tully Hall on Monday, April 20, 2015 and honored Reynold 

Levy, the driving force behind the transformation of our 

home, Alice Tully Hall.  

The evening included a cocktail reception, silent auction, 

a Piano, Four Hands performance of the music of Mozart, 

Mendelssohn, and Gershwin with Artists Emanuel Ax, 

Alessio Bax, Joseph Kalichstein, Anne-Marie McDermott, 

Gilles Vonsattel, Wu Han, and David Shifrin.

Special
vents
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pro bono Counsel.

Volunteers
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