
 

A MUSICAL JOURNEY TO GREECE
Discovery & Culture in the Classical Lands

With CMS Musicians Led By David Finckel And Wu Han
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DearFriends,

MusicplayedamostprominentroleinthelifeoftheancientGreeks,
anditcomprisedoneofthemainfieldsofone’seducation.Infact,
thewordmusic comesfromMuses,thenineGreekmythological
daughtersofZeusandpatrongoddessesofthearts,literatureand
science.

TheChamberMusicSocietyofLincolnCenterispleasedtoofferthis
historictravel-musicprogramtoGreece,thelandthatgavebirthto
theWesternartisticandintellectualtradition.Itisahistoricjourney
andprogramformanyreasons,oneofwhichisthatweareindiscussions
aboutfilmingtheconcertsandotheraspectsofthetripforaplanned
broadcastontheesteemedLiveFromLincolnCenterseries.Thiswill
bethefirsttimeLiveFromLincolnCenterbroadcastsandpresentsa
programfromoutsidetheUnitedStates.

Operatingnextspring,perhapsthemostglorioustimeoftheyearto
traveltothisancientland,wewillbegininAthens,whereourmusicians,
willbejoiningbothofustogiveaconcertatthesplendidStavros
NiarchosFoundationCulturalCenter,whichwasdesignedbythe
renownedarchitectRenzoPiano,andopenedaboutayearago.Also
scheduledisamasterclassgivenbyourartistsforthebenefitof
classicalmusicstudents.

FromAthens,wewillcontinuetoPelion,atree-coveredmountainous
peninsulathatfacestheseaonbothsides,andoneofthemost
beguilingandunspoiledpartsofGreece.Scatteredaroundthesides
ofthemountainareoldvillagesthathavepreservedtheirunique
characterandarchitecturethroughthecenturies.Itisremarkablethat
Pelionremains“undiscovered”tothisday.Duringourstay,youwill
enjoyconcertsperformedbytheCMSartistsatplacesofhistorical
importance,explorethebucolicvillages,visitancientlandmarksites,
interactwiththevillagefolkandsamplethelocalcuisine.

Appropriately,ourjourneyofexplorationandmusicalenjoymentwill
endwithavisittoDelphi,thesacredprecinctofApollo,thegodof
music,poetry,lightandhealing,amongothers.

Thisisauniqueandunusualtravelopportunity.Indeed,historic.
Weinviteyoutojoinusonthisjourneyofenrichmentanddiscovery.

Sincerely,

DavidFinckelWuHan
Co-ArtisticDirectors
TheChamberMusicSocietyofLincolnCenter

Cover: Interior of a kylix depicting Apollo pouring libations and
holding his lyre, 5th Century BC. Delphi Museum



M A K E  H I S T O R Y :
A MUSICAL JOURNEY TO
GREECE PLANNED FOR
BROADCAST ON PBS

Oneoftheuniquefeaturesofthisjourney

is the series of concerts we have

planned. Sublime music, combined

withextraordinaryconcertvenues,will

make for an unprecedented and

memorableexperience.Butthereis

somethingelsethatisuniqueabout

thisjourney:theconcertsandmanyof

thesiteswewillvisitwillbefilmedand

scheduled for a later broadcast by

LiveFromLincolnCenteronPBS.This

isahistoriceventasitwillmarkthe

firsttimeLiveFromLincolnCenterwill

produceaprogramoutsidetheUnited

States.

TheChamberMusicSocietyofLincoln

Center is deeply grateful to the

StavrosNiarchosFoundation for its

verygenerousmatchinggiftinsupport

oftheproductionofthefilm.Weare

alsohonoredtoacknowledgeERT,the

Hellenic Broadcasting Corporation,

Greece’spublicbroadcastingnetwork,

fortheirgenerosity,technicalassistance

andexpertise.

Meteora Monasteries



I T I N E R A R Y

Monday, April 9
USA
FlyfromtheU.S.toAthens,Greece

Tuesday, April 10
ATHENS, Greece
ArriveinAthensandtransfertotheelegant
HotelGrandeBretagne,locatedonConstitution
Square,thecenterofthecity.Intheevening
enjoya“welcome”cocktailreceptionand
dinneratthehotelandmeettheCMS
accompanyingartists.(D)

Wednesday, April 11
ATHENS, Greece
Oneoftheworld’smostvenerablecities,
AthensisthecapitalofGreeceandtheoldest
cityinEurope.Itsancientmonumentsattestto
itsgloriouspast.Thisisthebirthplaceof
democracyandmanyotherideas,concepts
andinstitutionsthatformtheintegralpartof
theWesterntradition.Inthemorning,explore
theAcropolisanditscelebratedmonuments,
includingtheincomparableParthenonand
othertemplesbuiltinthe5thcenturyBC.
Also,visittheAcropolisMuseum,which
housesanoutstandingcollectionofsculptures
andotherartifacts.Alternatively,takean
excursiontoEleusis,homeofthegreat
SanctuaryofDemeter,andsiteofthe
EleusinianMysteries,andthe11th-century
DaphniMonastery,whichisadornedwithsome

ofthefinestmosaicsinthecountry.Afteran
afternoonatleisure,drivetothenewand
magnificentStavrosNiarchosFoundation
CulturalCenterforachamber music concert 
byouraccompanyingartists.(B)

Thursday, April 12
ATHENS/THERMOPYLAE/PORTARIA, Pelion
InthemorningattendaMaster Class 
conductedbytheCMSmusiciansforthebenefit
ofclassicalmusicstudents.Afterlunch,drive
northfromAthenstoPelion,stoppingin
Thermopylae,themountainpassthatin480
BCwasguardedby300Spartanstohaltthe
invasionofthemassivePersianarmy.Our
homeinPelionforthenextfivenightswillbe
thelovelyHotelDespotiko,previouslyaprivate
mansion,locatedinPortaria,thecharming
villagethatisthegatewaytoPelion.Dinnerwill
beservedatthehotel,wherewewillbehosted
bylocaldignitaries.(B,L,D)

Friday, April 13
PELION’S OLD VILLAGES
Asinantiquity,thickforestsofchestnut,oak,
beech,oliveandfruittreescovertheslopesof
Pelion,which,accordingtoGreekmythology,

wasthehomeofthecentaurs–halfman,half
horsecreatures.Theprofusionofvegetation,
themagnificentscenery,thesurroundingblue
sea,theunspoiledvillageswiththeirpreserved
architectureandthefriendlyandhospitable
peoplemakePeliononeofthemostbeautiful
andwelcomingplacesinGreece.Leavethe
hotelinthemorningtoexplorePelion’s
country-sideandvillages.Drivetheforested
roadtoHania,Pelion’shighestpoint,andthen
tolovelyKissos,wherewestoptovisitthe
churchofSt.Marina,whoseinterioriscovered
withpaintings.ContinuetoTsangarada,oneof
Pelion’smostcharacteristicvillages,tovisitthe
SerpentineGardenandenjoylunchata
tavernaspecializinginPeliancuisine.Ournext
stopisatdelightfulMilies,withitsimposing
oldmansions.Here,wewillenjoyaconcert by
our CMS musicians inthesmallbutsplendid
18th-centurychurchofTaxiarchon.Forthe
returntoPortariawewilltravelonthehistoric
narrow-gaugeraillinedesignedin1895bythe
ItalianengineerEvaristodeChirico,thefather
ofthepainterGiorgiodeChirico.Thetrain
passesseveralstonebridgesandprovides
unsurpassedviews.Enjoydinneratavillage
taverna.(B,L,D)

View of Monastiraki square and Acropolis Hill

Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center



famedoracle.Consideredoneofthemost
impressivesitesinGreece,thesanctuaryat
Delphistandsonhighgroundandissurrounded
bythetoweringMountParnassus.Ourexploration
ofthesitewillincludetheSacredWay,theTemple
ofApollo,theTreasuryoftheAtheniansandthe
Stadium.Themuseum’s treasuresincludethe
famedbronzestatueoftheCharioteer.Lunch
willbeservedinDelphi.Intheafternoon,drive
totheHotelSofitel,locatedacrossthestreet
fromthedeparturesterminaloftheAthensair-
port,wherewewillspendthenight.“Farewell”
dinnerwillbeservedatthehotel.(B,L,D)

Wednesday, April 18
ATHENS/USA
Walktothedeparturesterminalfortheflight
home.

opportunitytosampleitduringlunch.Afternoon
willbeatleisuretoexploreVoloson
yourownbeforeweattendaconcert byour
CMSartistsatthechurchofSt.Constantine
andHelen,nicelysituatedoverlookingthe
harborofVolos,followedbydinner.(B,L,D)

Monday, April 16
PORTARIA/SESKLO/DIMINI/PORTARIA
TheportcityofVolos,locatedjustbelow
Pelion,andthesurroundingareahavebeen
inhabitedsinceprehistorictimes.Volos
occupiesthesiteofancientIolcos,thehome
ofJason,wholedtheArgonautsinquestofthe
GoldenFleece.Inthemorning,wewillexplore
theancientsites,startingatSesklo,whichwas
settledinabout6500BC.Thentonearby
Dimini,oneofthebetterknownNeolithicsites
inGreece,andafterlunch,continuetothe
superbArchaeologicalMuseumofVolos,where
wewillbereceivedbythemuseum’sdirector
andarchaeologistsworkingatancientsitesof
thearea.Inoneofthemuseum’shalls,
surroundedbypreciousancientartifacts,we
willattendthelastconcert ofourjourney.
EnjoydinnerinVolos.(B,L,D)

Tuesday, April 17
PORTARIA/DELPHI/ATHENS
Leavethehotelinthemorninganddriveto
Delphi,theshrineofApolloandtheseatofhis

Saturday, April 14
PORTARIA/METEORA/LARISSA/PORTARIA
Inthemorningdrivetotheheartlandof
Thessalytodiscoveramostextraordinarysight,
theMeteoraMonasteries.TheMeteora
(“monasteriesinmid-air”)areaseriesof
monasticbuildingsbuiltbyhermitssome600
yearsagoontopofgiganticrocksthatrise
abruptlyfromThessaly’svalley.Visitseveralof
themonasteries, whichhouseprecious
ecclesiasticalartifacts,andafterlunchata
localrestaurant,returntoPortaria,stoppingen
routeinLarissa,atthemagnificentancient
theater,builtinthe3rdcenturyBC.Dinnerwill
beservedinPortaria.(B,L,D)

Sunday, April 15
PORTARIA/MAKRINITSA/VOLOS/PORTARIA
NotfarfromPortariaisMakrinitsa,astriking
villageknownas“Pelion’sbalcony”onaccount
ofitssuperbpositiononthesideofthe
mountainthatopensuptowidevistas.Old
timber-framedhousesandmansionswith
slateroofsarebuiltonthesteepterraces.
VisitMakrinitsainthemorningandenjoytime
atleisuretoexploreonyourownandshopfor
handicraftsandPelion’sfamedherbs.Then
driveto thecityofVolosandthestatelyVolos
Conservatory,wheretheCMSartistswillgive
aMaster Class.Volosisknownthroughout
Greeceforitscuisineandwewillhavethe

The lovely boutique Hotel Despotiko View of Volos from Pelion

The Academy of Athens Delphi

Stelae from ancient Dimitrias, Archaeological 
Museum of Volos



RECEIVE YOUR COPY OF

Chaos and Culture
Renzo Piano Building 
Workshop and the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation 
Cultural Center in Athens

RegisterforthetripbyDecember15,

2017toreceiveacopy(onepercouple)

ofthissuperbbooksignedbytheauthor,

VictoriaNewhouse.Withitsample

photographs,illustrationsandclear

andwell-researchednarrative,thebook

tellsthestoryoftherecently-completed

StavrosNiarchosFoundationCultural

CenterinAthens,thelargestprivately-

fundedculturalprojectintheworld

(morethan$840million),andthe

visionandpassionofboththeFoundation

andarchitectRenzoPiano,thatdrove

themtocreatethisincomparableand

transformativelandmarkofinternational

stature.OurfirstconcertinAthenswill

takeplaceinthesmallerperformance

halloftheStavrosNiarchosFoundation

CulturalCenter,whichhousestheGreek

NationalOperaandtheNationalLibrary,

andissurroundedbya40-acre

landscapedpark.

Ancient Theater of Larissa

GUEST LECTURER
Dr. John R. Hale isanarchaeologistattheUniversityofLouisvilleinKentucky.
SinceearningdegreesinarchaeologyatYaleandCambridge,hehas
undertakenextensivefieldworkcampaignsinGreece,includinganinvestigationof
theDelphicOraclesite,andunderwatersearchesforwarshipsfromthetimeofthe
GreekandPersianWars.Hisdivinginvestigationshavealsoincluded
explorationsofsunkenMayasitesinGuatemala,andoftheharborofCaesarea
MaritimainIsrael.Bornintoamusicalfamily,Dr.Halehasrecentlyparticipatedin
aprojecttoreconstructandperformmusicontheancientGreektrumpetorsalpinx.

M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S
David Finckel and Wu Han areamongthemostesteemedandinfluential
classicalmusiciansintheworldtoday.Inhighdemandyearafteryear,the
duohasappearedeachseasonatthemostprestigiousvenuesandconcert
seriesaroundtheglobetocriticalacclaim.NowintheirthirdtermasArtistic
DirectorsofCMS,theyarealsothefoundingArtisticDirectorsofSilicon
Valley’sMusic@Menlo.Inthesecapacities,aswellasthroughamultitudeof
othereducationinitiatives,theyhaveachieveduniversalrenownfortheir
passionatecommitmenttonurturingthecareersofcountlessyoungartists.
TheyhaveselectedastellargroupofCMSmusicianstojointhemonthis
musicaljourney:

Aaron Boyd, Sean Lee, Arnaud Sussmann, Danbi Um, violin 
Matthew Lipman, Paul Neubauer, viola
Dmitri Atapine, cello
Tara Helen O’Connor, flute

https://www.chambermusicsociety.org/about/artists/



P R I C E

$7,730 perpersonindoubleroom.*
Singleroomsupplement:$790

* Includesa$1,250tax-deductiblecontribution
perperson,payabletoCMS.

P R O G R A M  
I N C L U S I O N S

■2-nightstayinAthensatthedeluxeHotel 

   Grand Bretagne,withbreakfast

■5-nightstayinPortaria,Pelion,atthe

boutiqueHotel Despotiko,withbreakfast

■1-nightstayattheHotel Sofitel,Athens

airport,withbreakfast

■ConcertsandMasterClassesbythe

accompanyingCMSmusicians,as

describedintheitinerary

■Welcomecocktailreceptionatthehotel

inAthens

■Allmeals,exceptforonelunchandone

dinner(April11)

■Completeprogramoftoursand

excursions,asdescribed,withEnglish-

speakingguide

■Lecturesbyouraccompanyingguest

lecturer

■Airport/hoteltransferandhandlingof

baggageabroadonthedesignatedprogram

arrivalanddeparturedates

■Professionaltripdirectors

■Gratuitiestoguides,driversandportersas

wellasalllocaltaxes

■Completepre-departurematerial

NOT INCLUDED: Airfare;passportfees;trip

cancellationandluggageinsurance;meals,

softdrinksandalcoholicbeveragesotherthan

thosespecifiedintheitinerary;personal

expensessuchaslaundry,telephonecalls,

faxesande-mailservice.

R E G I S T R A T I O N
Please make check payable to: Thalassa Expeditions and mail this registration form to:
The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
70 Lincoln Center Plaza, New York, NY 10023
Phone: (212) 875-5782; Fax: (212) 875-5799

Enclosed is my check for $________ ($ 1,000 per person) as a deposit to hold_____
place(s) on A Musical Journey to Greece. I understand that final payment is due
ninety (90) days prior to departure.

DR./MR./MRS./MS.             FIRST                    LAST

DR./MR./MRS./MS.             FIRST                    LAST

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

TELEPHONE (DAY)                                  (EVENING)

E-MAIL

Each participant must sign below: I/We have read
the “General Information” section and agree to its
terms.

SIGNATURE                                         DATE

SIGNATURE                                         DATE

GENERAL  I N FORMAT I ON
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: A deposit of $1,000 per person is required to reserve your space on the tour. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure. 

Personal checks only will be accepted for both deposits and final payment. 

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS: All cancellations are subject to a $300 per person administrative fee. Cancellations received 61-90 days prior to

departure will be assesed a penalty equal to 50% of the total program cost per person. Cancellations received within 60 days of departure are

subject to 100% cancellation penalties. Requests for cancellations must be made in writing. No refunds will be made for any part of this program

in which you choose not to participate.

INSURANCE: We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance, which is available for coverage of expenses in conjunction with

cancellation due to illness or accident. Baggage insurance is also recommended. In the event that you must cancel your participation in a travel

program, trip cancellation insurance may be the only source of reimbursement. 

ITINERARY: The itinerary, accommodations, arrangements, and artists are subject to change at the discretion of Thalassa Expeditions.

RESPONSIBILITY: Please read carefully the following terms and conditions, which constitute the sole, legally enforceable agreements between 

the traveler and Thalassa Expeditions and the tour’s sponsoring organization. Thalassa Expeditions and the tour’s sponsoring organization act

solely as agents for the traveler with respect to all transportation, hotel and other tour arrangements. In that capacity, we exercise all reasonable

care possible to ensure the traveler’s safety and satisfaction, but, we neither assume nor bear any responsibility or liability for any injury, death,

damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity arising in connection with the services of any ship, airplane, train, automobile, motor coach, carriage

or other conveyance, or the actions of any third-party, involved in carrying the traveler or in affecting these tours. We are not responsible for 

damages, additional expenses, or any other losses due to cancellation, delay or other changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike,

war, civil disturbances, acts or threats of terrorism, travel warnings or bans, termination or suspension of war risks or other carrier insurance,

quarantine, acts of God or other causes beyond our control. All such losses must be borne by the traveler, and tour rates provide for arrangements

only for the time stated. In the event of cancellation, delay or rescheduling mandated by any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the 

traveler shall have the option of accepting in lieu of the original tour such rescheduled tour or other substituted tour(s) as may be offered by us, or

else, receiving a refund of as much of such advance tour expenditures as we are able to recover on the traveler’s behalf from carriers, third-party

tour vendors, etc., but, we shall not have any obligation or liability to the traveler beyond the foregoing. We reserve the right to make alterations to

the tour’s itinerary and to substitute hotels, transportation methods, or lecturers if this is required. We reserve the right to cancel, delay, or

reschedule any tour prior to departure, and, so long as this is not due to any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall be entitled

to a full refund of all monies paid to that point if he/she so desires. No refund shall be made for any unused portion of any tour. By forwarding their

deposit(s), the traveler certifies that he/she and/or their dependents, minors or others covered thereby do not have any mental, physical or other

condition of disability that could create a hazard for them or other travelers. We reserve the right to decline to accept or to decline to retain any

person as a member of any tour should such person’s health, condition or actions adversely affect or threaten the welfare or safety of other travelers

or impede the tour. Baggage or valuables brought on the tour shall be transported, handled or stored at the traveler’s risk entirely, and, we shall

bear no liability or responsibility for any damage or other loss thereto.  Resolution of any disputes arising hereunder shall be affected axclusively 

in the state or federal courts presiding in the City of New York, pursuant to applicable New York law. 

RATES: Tour costs are based upon current airfares, tariffs, and currency values. While we do everything possible to maintain the listed prices, 

they are subject to change. 
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70 Lincoln Center Plaza    
New York, NY 10023  

JOIN DAVID FINCKEL,
WU HAN and 
OTHER CMS ARTISTS
on
A MUSICAL JOURNEY 
TO GREECE

A MUSICAL JOURNEY TO GREECE

Discovery & Culture in the Classical Lands
April 9 – 18, 2018

For information and to reserve space contact
The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center at 
(212) 875-5782 or 
sgrif�n@chambermusicsociety.org

    

Traditional Pelian architecture




