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Dear partner, 

 

The end of an era 

As you are no doubt aware, the Cotonou Agreement between the European 
Union and the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
(OACPS), which provided the legal and financial framework under which CTA 
operates, comes to an end at the end of this year. Consequently, CTA will 
be closing on 31st December 2020. 

Since 1983, thanks to consistent long-term funding from the EU, CTA has 
been at the forefront of efforts to boost agricultural and rural development 
in the 79 ACP countries, with spin-off benefits for many more countries in 
the developing world. From its initial focus on compiling and sharing up-to-
date information and knowledge on agricultural development issues and 
innovations to its more recent hands-on development efforts focused 
especially on digitalisation of agriculture and the challenges of climate 
change, the Centre has played a crucial role in transforming agriculture as 
an engine for economic growth, food security and nutrition across the ACP 
countries. 

Our efforts have helped bring more young people and women into 
agriculture and have given farmers and entrepreneurs across the ACP the 
tools they need to increase the productivity and resilience of agricultural 
and food systems. 

Of course, none of this could have been achieved without you, our partners 
in this invaluable and memorable venture. I and all those who have worked 
at CTA over the years salute you and thank you for all your efforts. 

The challenge now is to ensure an orderly closure while exploring ways to 
enhance the sustainability of our joint legacy with our partners.  

 



 
 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Dr Ibrahim Khadar 
Director 


