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Challenging�
nature

In�a�village�in�south-west�Germany,�we�find��
a�minimalist�home�where�wood�and�concrete�meet�
to�emphasize�architecture�that�challenges�but�also�

melds�beautifully�with�its�natural�surrounds.
Text: Lena Moosa, Features Editor; Photos: Reiner Blunck, Freelance Photographer
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A
bsolute reduction to the bare minimum  

is my dogma,” says architect Manuela 

Fernandez Langenegger. “I try to work with  

the existing architectural elements such as 

light, space and materials, and their relationship and 

context with the surrounds.”

Born in Johannesburg, this South African travelled far from 

her home, living and studying in Seville, Spain, followed by 

work in Zurich, and eventually setting up residence in  

a rural part of south-west Germany – Nürtingen.

The land selected for her home was a 600-square-metre, 

family-owned property, in an old residential district 

surrounded by forest and heavily burdened with 

construction laws, which made building quite a challenge. 

“It took us three years just to get building permissions!” 

The low-energy and environment-friendly structural design 

worked to their advantage and speeded up the process  

of acquiring a building permit. “The windows have  

triple-heat insulating glazing and the house is heated  

via geothermal energy.”

Surrounded and, quite literally, embedded in its green 

environs, Manuela’s primary design inspiration for this 

home was nature. The larch trees translated into floors 

and windows. Larch was also used as a casing over the 

construction. And the deep grassy green is reflected in  

the colours used for the walls in the kitchen, bathroom  

and hallway.

The ground floor has a 
glass-facing side that looks 

into the recessed garden. 
Steps in one side lead up to 
the raised side of the street



40 41
Inside

home�international

Manuela with Kylie in the 
kitchen. The wood in the 

bench, the dining table and 
chairs adds warmth to the 

concrete walls and floors

The vibrant green 
in the kitchen is 
representative of 
nature and spring

The KiTchen And enTrAnce 
The L-shaped ground floor 
comprises an entrance hall,  
an open kitchen and a generous 
living space. Two functional 
‘cubes’ shape the living and 
kitchen areas. One cube-like 
structure has the kitchen 
embedded on one side. The 
second cube doubles as a 
staircase with built-in cupboards 
for storage. Manuela and 
daughter Kylie reich chat  
with friends Sybille Lutz and 
Stefan Albiez who made all  
the furniture in the home.  
The chairs, however, are  
vintage 1960s eames and 
eiermann designs
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Being the architect, designer and resident, Manuela was 

free to make all the design decisions. Her husband had 

only one stipulation, that there be wood in the facade and 

wooden flooring in bedrooms to keep them warm.  

“It worked out fine as I like concrete so the design is  

a combination of these two materials,” she says. “The 

green shades mingle with the diverse wood tones, 

reflecting the freshness of the forest. We particularly look 

forward to spring as the garden, planted exclusively with 

white flowering trees and shrubs, looks like it’s covered  

in a blanket of vibrant green and white.”

The land was at an incline with the south-facing side  

1.7 metres higher than the side facing north. This upped the 

design challenge considerably, even more so as the architect 

was determined to preserve the surrounding old trees. To 

overcome this, rather than levelling the ground, Manuela 

designed a recessed yard, which dipped below ground, 

offering privacy from the road, maintaining the surrounding 

green, and naturally melding the house with its environs  

(a concept applied by the Nurai architects in Abu Dhabi and 

that show home never fails to amaze). Climbing out of the 

cosy, enclosed yard, you are surrounded by birch, larch and 

thuja trees, giving the illusion of natural green fencing.

“In the summer, we feel quite shaded and protected while in 

winter, the leafless trees allow a lot of light,” says Manuela.

embedded in the cube that 
is shared with the kitchen 

on the other side, is the 
guest bathroom
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concrete floors and walls 
form the backdrop  

to minimal furnishings  
in the living area

The upper floor is cosier 
with a palette of browns 
and soft greens. The 
wooden flooring adds to the 
general feeling of warmth

The FirST FLOOr And FAcAde
The ground floor is primarily 
made of concrete, with a 
wooden structure built on 
top to house the upper floor. 
This construct is encased in 
larch, and larch wood was 
also used for the flooring in 
the bedrooms upstairs. The 
furniture in the house melds into 
the architecture as if the two 
were designed in tandem, with 
absolutely no clutter. From the 
top floor the view of the house 
and courtyard is ‘atruim-like’ 
but the eye can also travel 
past, above and beyond to the 
surrounding forest and greenery
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Follow InsideOut www.facebook.com/InsideOutMag	
	 http://twitter.com/#!/InsideOut_Mag	
	 www.insideoutmagazine.ae

The cOurTyArd
This area acts as the warm heart 
of the home with the house built 
around it. in summer, the rich 
fencing of trees surrounding the 
property provides shade, while  
in winter, light filters through and 
warms up the space. The L-shaped 
glass facade offers continuous 
uninterrupted views from any part 
of the house


