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There are a handful of craft beer breweries in lwate, but the one located in the capital, Morioka, is Baeren. The

company began in 2001 and one of their first moves was to import equipment all the way from Germany. They
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make a number of German style beers, many of which are only available seasonally. With the recent pub 5 Highlights Of Anime Japan 2017

opening in the basement of Morioka Station, there are now three Baeren pubs in Morioka.

From early spring until late fall, there is a weekly "morning market” known as Yoichi (L) in Morioka's T
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Zaimoku-cho. There's a variety of food and entertainment, but most importantly, one of the Baeren pubs is on
the same street and sets up some of their draft beers outdoors. The selection of beers changes each week,
but usually at least one of their three standards is available. The Classic, Alt, and Schwartz are available all
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year round and can be found in many shops in Morioka.
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Classic (7Z2v%) is a dortmunder style lager, which is a full bodied, lightly hopped blonde beer. The 6%
alcohol Classic seems to be their most popular beer; you can't go wrong with a Classic. The deep amber Alt
(7JL k) is the next most popular. It is an Altbeir, which is a brown ale. It is not quite as carbonated as Classic,
and there is a nice balance between the malt and hop flavors. The final year round variety is the Schwartz (322
/%JLY), which is a Schwartzbier—German for black beer. Despite its dark color, the flavor is lighter and less
bitter than a stout or porter. Some of their other beers include Chocolate Stout, Apple Lager, Weizen, Ursus,

and their self-produced apple cider.
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Baeren produces two events, their own Oktoberfest in early October and a spring festival during Golden
Week. Both festivals are very similar, where they showcase a selection of their beers that are on tap, self-
served, including the seasonally appropriate ones.They also serve German food and there are a few food
stands set up by local businesses. Both festivals take place outside of the Baeren factory in the Kitayama
area, right on the edge of Morioka City. Tickets go on sale at all pub locations, and | would strongly
recommend buying your tickets in advance. The festivals last for a few days, and the number of days seems
to fluctuate each time. However, each ticket is only good for one day and they sell out quickly. After buying
your ticket, bring your own vessel to drink from and drink as much as you like! There are also glasses
available for purchase. Pace yourself, because the festivals begin at 10 am and ends at 4 pm. Tea is offered

as well, and there is live music and some activities for children.

The festivals offer a great way to experience the variety of beers that Baeren offers and beer lovers come
from all over lwate to enjoy this festival. It's a great (and hopefully memorable) look into Japanese drinking
culture as well, which is an experience in itself, and even if you can't make it to a festival, there's always
Yoichi! Many stores in the area also stock Baeren beer, including the train station. It will certainly add a bit of

flavor and fun to your experience in Morioka, and if you keep your eyes out for it, you're sure to find it.
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General Information

e Baeren Beer Website (Japanese)
http:/fwww.baerenbier.com/index.htm

Use the lzanau Concierge service — Japanese “omotenashi” at its finest!

The freeto-use lIzanau Concierge service acts as your own personal assistant in Japan. Have a
specialist make hotel or restaurant reservations, provide recommendations on shopping and gift
purchases, or plan and coordinate trips while in Japan!

Speak with an lzanau Concierge representative on live chat or download the App and let us assist you
with a request today!
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