


How to Use Between the Lines +

This supplemental guide is designed as enrichment material for Between
the Lines +: This Beautiful City. Below you will find additional questions for
discussion and/or research organized under the same rubric as the section
headings found in Between the Lines + .

Below is some additional vocabulary to help further your engagement
with the play.

Fundamentalist A person who righteously embraces the
complete principles of a religious faith

Ideology An organized system of beliefs, values, opinions
and ideas forming the basis of a social,
economic or political philosophy that shapes
the ways individuals or a group thinks, acts and
understands the world

Rhetoric Ideology-driven language used to persuade or
influence people

Secularist A person who asserts the right to be free from
religious rule and teachings, and free from
government imposition of religion upon people

GOALS

| like seeing the perspectives of
people on two extreme ends of
a debate. It helps me to clearly
reflect on my own position.
— Joelle Guzman,

graduate student

Both the materials for This Beautiful City and the play itself work to engage audiences in a series of complex questions
about faith and religion. Viewers are challenged to consider the role faith does and should play in various communities,
including neighborhoods, government groups and schools, as well as churches. The main goal of this work is to spark
discussion. We also hope that your writing, thinking and conversation about the play will provide a springboard for
involvement in social change. The materials are constructed to be used independently, incorporated into classroom

instruction or included as part of a reading/discussion group.

NOTE

This Beautiful City is a work in progress. All the quotes found here and in Between the Lines + have been in the play at

some time - not all will be in the version you see.
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The Players and Their World

1.) In the play, T-Girl explains her process of going “completely political”
after losing everything upon coming out. Which other characters in the play
also consider themselves politically active by necessity? What is the
spectrum of political involvement illustrated in the play? Where do you

fit on this spectrum?

Some potentially illustrative quotes from This Beautiful City:

THE PLAYERS AND THEIR WORLD:
Page 2

| called the labor commission
and they said they had no protec-
tions for transgendered people.
And that was the last straw, | had
lost everything, | had just lost my
job, my church, my family, my
fortune. And | went completely
political after that.
— T-Girl Christian in

This Beautiful City

...friends of mine from out of
town will ask me, “Well you're not
gay why do you care?” Because
that’s how we think, right? ...
Well the Christian right, they
don’t think like that. And I'm not
necessarily talking about all the
goobers who go to New Life and
pray to sweet Jesus; I'm talking
about their politicized leaders.
‘Kay? They’ve got a big picture
and it has to do with big things
like dismantling government
programs and privatizing public
education cause the more they
can dismantle the more people
need the church to provide those
services.
— Fairness Leader in

This Beautiful City

| work for the Tackett
Corporation. We're land develop-
ers, and I'm like the company
minister. We don’t require all the
employees to be Christian, but
you have to act like a Christian.
And our mission is to provide
resources to expand God'’s
kingdom. And that’s how Mr.
Tackett runs this business. And
I’'m encouraged by things like
that, you know, to be more active
politically.
— Tackett Minister in

This Beautiful City

| started this paper called the
Toilet Paper. And the first feature
we did was this thing called The
Church Kicker. We would just pick
a church and go and kick it, and
then write a caption about why.
— Alt Writer in This Beautiful City
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The Players and Their World

The Players and Their World

THE PLAYERS AND THEIR WORLD:

Page 3

2.) Throughout the play, the Bible
is referenced by various characters.
What kinds of references are made?

What do they communicate about the

role of the Bible as a foundation for
community building for the citizens
of Colorado Springs represented in
the play?

3.) The play portrays citizens from
several different groups that form

the community of Colorado Springs:

members of New Life Church,
military service people, community
organizers and activists. What
various ideologies inform the
perspectives presented in the play?
Where do these ideologies clash?
Where do they converge?

4.) The play focuses on a culture
clash that results from the friction
between seemingly opposing belief
systems. How might people with
opposing beliefs carve a common
ground? What two characters from
the play best illustrate your point?
Who best exemplifies a middle
space where faith and secularism
positively work together?

5.) What role does rhetoric have in
the play? How does the way people
speak reveal their investments in,
for example, religion or politics?
How does ideology shape the
ways people speak?

The lord called us to take a city.
What | see here for Manitou
Springs is the entire city as
a church. We're praying right
now for a property that the
Lord would give us. And we're
praying we can go up Pikes Peak
and be up there night and day
interceding on top of America’s
Mountain. God’s given us a
vision of an entire city that’s just
erupting with revival and that
the church encompasses the
whole city. There are people who
wouldn't like that to happen.
That’s why the warfare is
necessary. It's spiritual warfare.
People misunderstand our
rhetoric. What we MEAN is that
we're praying and the violence is
in the spiritual realm, the
invisible realm.
— Revolution House of Prayer
Leader in This Beautiful City
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The Civilians and This Beautiful City

The Civilians and This Beautiful City

THE CIVILIANS AND THIS BEAUTIFUL
CITY: Page 4

1.) In the quote below, a military
activist expresses a hope that the
play will be received as a “call to
action.” What might this mean?
How is the play calling to you?

How does it most challenge or
confirm your opinions, perspectives
or experiences? What possible
actions might you engage in and/or
change as a result of seeing

This Beautiful City?

Now, | know the religious right
would love to vilify me as a tree-
hugging Northern California
Sierra Club membership
chardonnay-sipping liberal ...

but I'm not. I'm a Republican. ...
So at the end of the day, this fight
is simply all about just one thing;
our beautiful United States
Constitution. Each of us free;
each of us equal, living lives
where we confront not the dead

words of the past but the living
truth that is tomorrow. That is
America and it is worth dying for.
Look, | hope your play will make
people view it as a call to action...
— Military Activist in

This Beautiful City

2.) In the Bible, Jesus answered

his followers in story or through
parables, delivering symbolic imagery
for others to interpret and apply to
their own lives. How might the play
itself be read as a contemporary
parable?

Yeah, the balcony story, why not?
If you're on, like, the 30th floor of
some hotel and you walk out a
sliding glass door onto a balcony,
there’s a balcony with a railing.
People do all kinds of crazy stuff
out there, you know, they'll

have parties, they’ll barbecue,
whatever, you know, because
they have that security. It's just
like in our lives. God lays out
laws, all these do’s and don’ts of
Christianity that people get hung
up on cause they say, well, God
doesn’t want me to have fun. But
that’s not the way it is. He gives
you these boundaries to protect
you so you don’t go falling off
the edge of the balcony and kill
yourself, you know. Because
outside of God’s boundaries, that
is not real life, it's an appearance
of life, which is in reality death.
It's spiritual death...

— Cadet C in This Beautiful City

You have to guard your life.

As soon as you step out of
those boundaries, then, there’s
consequences.

— Cadet A in This Beautiful City

3.) How do The Civilians use various
forms of media in the play, from
projected images to live music?
How are media used to illustrate a
character or to highlight an issue?
For example, what kinds of media
represent people affiliated with New
Life Church? How are media used
to represent those in Colorado
Springs who are not affiliated with
the church?

4.) The Civilians emphasize the
importance of suspending judgment
and resisting stereotypes in creating
their work. Where do you see The
Civilians’ declared goals most
strongly evident? What distinguishes
this play from a news-based show
you might see on television? Is This

Beautiful City completely neutral in its
presentation of story and characters?
When it comes to art, why might bias

be just as important as neutrality?
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Terms for Understanding Evangelical Faith

“Grace” and “Works” are pivotal and complicated terms. Grace is a gift from God: God’s unconditional acceptance
and love even though one can never be completely Christ-like, no matter how hard one tries. Works are actions that
demonstrate the commitment to following and upholding God'’s law. It is through Grace that individuals are freed from
the burden and worry of whether or not their actions are “good” enough to please God; by embracing God’s grace, one
finds faith and redemption. For more about Grace, see In the Grip of Grace by Max Lucado (Thomas Nelson, 1996).

Terms for Understanding
Evangelical Faith

TERMS FOR UNDERSTANDING
EVANGELICAL FAITH: Page 5

1.) What are some examples of
presumptions of the Bible as a
canonical text, that is, a book with
which everyone is expected to have
some familiarity? Within the world
of the play, how does the Bible
function as social glue that holds
people together? In what ways does
it have the opposite effect and pull
people apart?

2.) Flesh, the realm of the body,
occupies an important role in religion
as something that must be either
controlled or ignored as a necessary
means to concentrate on the realm

of the spirit. To attain God’s Grace
requires a total disciplining of the
body. For example, in the play, there
is the controversy over Ted Haggard’s
alleged drug use and associations
with a male prostitute; T-Girl's
transition from male to female; issues
of same sex-marriage; abortion;

the military (an organization that
creates order through physical force
if necessary). What are the various
paradoxes and contradictions in the
play concerning the separation of
body and spirit? What is the impact
of separating the two?

3.) Language is a living thing. It
changes to reflect the ways we

think about culture and the role of
people within it. What do you make
of the language of the play? How
does the way that people speak
reveal their sense of self and others?
For example, what do you make of
the employment of military language
in reference to God? (i.e., engaged
in a religious war or battle?) What
about the references to Satan and
hell and/or speaking in terms of
judging others?

Some quotes to consider:

Our daughter is afraid that if her
friends find out we don'’t believe
in God that they won't be her
friends anymore. And | kind of
like the battle — you know, some
people would say that we're
brave. But sometimes | think that
bravery is just being too stupid
to realize the dangers. And this is
not a battle | think | can win, and
you know what? I'm not going to
sacrifice my children for it.
— Atheist Woman in

This Beautiful City
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Terms for Understanding Evangelical Faith

TERMS FOR UNDERSTANDING
EVANGELICAL FAITH: Page 6

TERMS FOR UNDERSTANDING
EVANGELICAL FAITH: Page 7

Some quotes to consider (continued):

Jesus was faced with the
temptation of immediate
gratification. That all sin is about
instant gratification. It about
doing what you want to do when
you want to do it. It's about
saying what you want to say when
you want to say it, it about being
angry when you want to be angry,
no matter who is discouraged or
who is hurt by it, it is about doing
whatever you want when you
want to do it, and that immediate
gratification is how we are built
in America.
— TAG Pastor in

This Beautiful City

Well sure, the evangelization of
Colorado Springs does mean that
yeah ultimately everyone would
become Christian. But from
within, the mentality of a New
Life church member isn’t really
“I want everyone to convert,”
it’s more “l want them to know
about the freedom you can find
in Jesus Christ,” you know what
| mean?

— Associate Pastor in
This Beautiful City

4.) What is the difference between
tolerance and acceptance? In This

Beautiful City, a young woman shares:

Nowadays, who doesn’t have

someone in their life who's

gay! My father is gay. He just

celebrated his 10 year anniversary

of his union — he and his

boyfriend are still together. For

a long time my husband didn’t

like the fact that my dad was

gay, | don't like it — It's a bad

example for the children, and

it's just easier having him out of

state. But now it’s fine when my

dad comes to visit, so long as he

doesn’t bring his lover with him.

— Young Woman-God’s Grace in
This Beautiful City

How does this moment in the play
illustrate a distinction between
tolerating and accepting a person or
principle? What are some examples
from your own life experiences that
illustrate the importance of acting
with tolerance and/or acceptance?
How are the concepts of tolerance
and acceptance significant to both
Christianity and democracy?
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Media and Religion

Media and Religion

MEDIA AND RELIGION: Page 8

MEDIA AND RELIGION: Page 9

1.) What role do consumers play in

the making and distribution of media

focused on religion and politics?

2.) What are some various techniques

employed in the play that appear
drawn from/rooted in other media?

For example, documentary films
make strong use of the interview
format. Interviews allow filmmakers
to place an audience in the middle
of an event that, if not previously
captured on film, must otherwise be
recreated in a truthful way. Examples
of interview-driven documentaries

include films by Michael Moore
(Roger & Me, Bowling for Columbine,
Sicko), Errol Morris (Thin Blue Line,
The Fog of War, Standard Operating
Procedure), Morgan Spurlock (Super

Size Me) and Lucy Walker (Blindsight).

Mockumentaries use interviews

with fictional characters and satirize
the form of the documentary as a
means to humorously generate social
commentary, as illustrated in work
by Sacha Baron Cohen (Da Ali G
Show, Borat) and Christopher Guest
(Spinal Tap, Best in Show). Interviews
also provide the foundation for
many television news programs

(60 Minutes, Dateline NBC, Real
Sports with Bryant Gumbel). Reality
television shows such as Survivor,
The Real World and Big Brother use

a diary camera to generate the kind
of intimacy and insight achieved

in documentary film through the
personal interview.

3.) Theatricality refers to elements

of performance intended to capture
an audience member’s attention.
How do churches use theatricality?
How does the play use theatricality?
What is different about the ways they
employ theatricality?

On theatricality:

Lord God we are listening Lord
God we are waiting for your
direction. We praise you Lord
God. Sha-laka-laka-lay Sha-laka-
loo-laka-lay! Amen Lord God.
Tikka tikka tttttt.

— Revolution House of Prayer

Member in This Beautiful City

Let’s turn this room into a house
of prayer tonight. Cry out for this
church cry out on behalf of the
believers all over the nation who
are wrestling with the same
demons. Oh God, we bow our
hearts to you! ..... LORD JESUS!

— TAG (youth ministry) Pastor
in This Beautiful City

Anybody in here ever felt despair
in the middle of the night, and
all of a sudden God found
you and all your troubles just
disappeared? Anybody in here
ever been driving down the street
in your car, all by yourself, and
you stuck in traffic, and some
kinda way God knew your plate
number, found your car, entered
in your car and blessed you where
you was? ANYBODY IN HERE
EVER BEEN IN THE PRESENCE
OF GOD! You may lock me up,
but you can’t lock God outta my
life! It’s a process and you can’t
be sleep in yo prison! Who the
Son has set free is free indeed.
So stop looking at folk to validate
you. Stop it. If your phone don’t
ring, CALL YOSELF! STOP IT! If
don’t nobody lay hands on you,
put your hands on your own
head. BLESS YOSELF! STOP
IT! God is your validator. Stop
waiting for the morning edition of
the paper to come out, to see if
you made it through the night.
— New Pastor at Emmanuel in
This Beautiful City
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Church and State in American History

In our own American history, religion has been lifted up for public life in two different ways. One invokes the
name of God and faith in order to hold us accountable to God’s intentions — to call us to justice, compassion,
humility, repentance and reconciliation. Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson and Martin Luther King perhaps best
exemplify that way. The other way wrongly invokes God'’s blessing on our activities, agendas and purposes. Many
presidents and political leaders have used the language of religion in such ways, and George W. Bush is falling
into that same temptation.

Additional Information on

American Christians will have to Colorado Springs

Church and State in American History make some difficult choices. Will
we stand in solidarity with the
worldwide church, the
international body of Christ
— or with our own American
government? Only from inside
some of our U.S. churches
does one find religious voices
consonant with the visions of
American empire.
— Jim Wallis, public theologian,
Editor-in-Chief,
Sojourners magazine

Focus on the Family is one of the
largest religious groups to have its
headquarters in Colorado Springs.
It is a parachurch organization,
meaning that they work to broadly
promote their evangelist mission
across denominations both within
and outside their main church of
operations. They deliver a daily
syndicated radio broadcast and
also produce books. While they
are strongly embraced by the
conservative right, they have been
widely criticized by medical and
mental health organizations for
presenting flawed and inaccurate
information, and by academics for
manipulating research data and
skewing statistics to favor their
moral agenda.

CHURCH AND STATE IN AMERICAN
HISTORY: Page 10

The military boom in Colorado
Springs dates to 1942 when the first
base was established there to train
and house troops in preparation for
World War Il. Recent military bases
located in Colorado Springs include:
Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base,
Schriever Air Force Base, NORAD
(North American Aerospace Defense
Command), Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station and the United States
Air Force Academy.

CHURCH AND STATE IN AMERICAN
HISTORY: Page 11
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Church and State in American History

1.) A large number of military bases
and religious groups’ headquarters
are located in Colorado Springs.

In the play, what are the points of
intersection and/or conflict between
the military and the church? How do
both similarly/differently approach the
goal of performing a “mission”? How
is it that these two organizations have
grown so large in recent decades?

2.) Compare and contrast the ways
characters in the play blend the
language of religion with the language
of the state. Where in the play do the
two discourses overlap? Where in

the play do you see references to the
state (i.e. the military, government

or law) mixed in with references to
church, religion and/or faith?

3.) What are the differences/
similarities between the role of New
Life Church in Colorado Springs as
portrayed in the play and the role

of the film industry as you have
experienced its influence here in
Los Angeles? What happens when

a single industry or organization
dominates the economic life and
social culture of a city?

4.) How might National Hawthorne’s
The Scarlet Letter be read as a
response to what can happen

when the church and state are

not separated?

5.) Historically, the Bible has been
used as fuel for politics, from the
conceptualization of community to
the legislation of morality. What is
the difference between citing the
Bible as a cultural referent point
and using the Bible to rationalize or
legislate behavior? What role should
the Bible play in the government of
secular society?

Additional quotes to consider:

Pikes Peak country is a vast
playground sprawling over a
million acres. And best of all,
these public lands belong to you.
The trails in this guide are legal
and open to everyone. And a
great many people can share
them, if everyone shows a little
consideration.
— Trails Guide in

This Beautiful City

The way my Mom tells it, before
all the Evangelicals moved in,
the Libertarian ethos was very
genuine. Colorado Springs was
very live and let live. But then
New Life exploded and Focus
on the Family moved in and the
Evangelicals had taken over. It
was like, I’'m from here?
— Alt Writer in

This Beautiful City

When the kingdom of God is
established, you know it will be a
kingdom, it's not a democracy,
and there will be people, more
than likely (unless everyone gets
saved, which | would love), that
really just won't like it. And that’s
a tough thing. It gets hard for
people to separate the battle and
the person.
— Revolution House of Prayer
Leader in This Beautiful City

| think so much of the power of
the Evangelicals is imaginary. It's
extremely inflated. But we give
them their power cause people
are afraid. You know, like the
local printers here will refuse
to print something if they think
it'll offend Focus on the Family.
Cause Focus will find out and
cancel their orders. So yeah
Dobson and their ilk — they're
bullies. But it only works if people
allow themselves to be bullied.
— Alt Writer in

This Beautiful City

People need to calm down and
realize that Christians are gonna
be here, and we would never
proselytize, but we reserve the
right to evangelize to the
unchurched. | mean, that’s a
part of our religion.

— Cadet A in This Beautiful City
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Church and State in American History

Additional quotes to consider
(continued):

The line between the church
and the state’s armed forces has
been completely dissolved. Read
the July 12, 2005, front page of
The New York Times. General
Richardson, the number two
ranking chaplain in the Air
Force, makes an astonishing
statement. Front page: it’s official
policy to evangelize anyone who
comes into the service who is
“unchurched.” My wife and | have
three kids in the U.S. Air Force.
And we're Jewish. Now, do our
kids fall in this category being
unchurched? And if so, Air Force,
are you going to exercise your
fucking right to Evangelize them?
— Military Religious Freedom
Activist in This Beautiful City

This is a beautiful city. A lot of my
friends say, well why don’t you
just move, it’s just too ornery,
it's too hostile, they don’t want
you here. You know what? This
is AMERICA, | like it here. | LIKE
seeing Pikes Peak out of my front
door. I'll be dog-gonned if some
guy is gonna tell me where | can
or can't live. The moment we
have to run and hide and live in
shadows, that is the moment
when we have lost our liberties.
And it's NOT gonna happen,
not on my watch. You didn’t get
permission from me to be who
you are, so damn sure I'm not
gonna get permission from you
to be who | am.
— T-Girl Christian in

This Beautiful City

We all think there’s simple easy
solutions to everything. But the
truth is the world is complex. It’s
more complex than ever before.
— Fairness Leader in

This Beautiful City

This college guide and performance are a new adventure for Center Theatre Group education. As we continue to
expand and refine our programming, please let us know how we are doing: rfain@centertheatregroup.org.
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