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For immediate release. 
CENTER THEATRE GROUP TO HOST COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR NEW PLAY “ARCHDUKE” 

Community Conversations Will Discuss Alienated Youth, Terrorism and What Makes a Man 

Additional Events Include Post-Show Stage Talks and Audience Talks,  

a Taper and Tonic Gin Tasting Event and “Archduke”-Themed Trivia Nights 

 

The World Premiere of Rajiv Joseph’s “Archduke” Plays April 25 – June 4, 2017, at the Taper 

 

Center Theatre Group will host multiple community events inspired by “Archduke” 
including two Community Conversations on May 13 and 24; three post-show Stage Talks on 
May 2, 21 and 23; post-show Audience Talks after every evening performance beginning May 
11; a special “Taper and Tonic” gin tasting event on May 3; and two “Archduke”-themed 
trivia nights on April 26 and May 1. 

Written by Rajiv Joseph and directed by Giovanna Sardelli, the world premiere of 
“Archduke” begins previews April 25, opens May 7 and continues through June 4, 2017, at 
the Mark Taper Forum. 

Center Theatre Group’s Community Conversations are a series of panel discussions free 
and open to the public that feature local thought leaders in dialogue about the context, issues 
and ideas finding voice on our stages. 

The first “Archduke” Community Conversation will kick off Saturday, May 13 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. with The Mind of a Young Radical. In this pre-show conversation, panelists 
will discuss the alienation, loneliness and anger that young people often feel. The three men 
who set World War I in motion by joining a Serbian nationalists group and killing Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand were under the age of 20. A century later, young men and women of the 
same age continue to find themselves drawn to groups and movements – many of them radical 
and violent – ranging from terrorist cells to gangs. Center Theatre Group will bring together 
scholars and cultural critics to discuss the psychology of young radicals throughout history 
and today. This event will take place at The Music Center Annex building, 601 W. Temple 
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, in Rehearsal Room A. Panelists to be announced.  

The second “Archduke” Community Conversation will be Wednesday, May 24 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. with What Makes a Man? In this pre-show conversation, panelists will discuss how 
masculinity has changed in the past hundred years and what we think it means to be a man 
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today, in a time when gender might be more fluid than ever before. In Rajiv Joseph’s 
“Archduke,” assassin Gavrilo Princip and his co-conspirators find themselves drawn to 
violence on the eve of World War I in part by the idea that it will transform them from boys 
into men. Center Theatre Group will bring together social scientists and thinkers to discuss 
how we think and talk about masculinity, and how our ideas and conversations change the 
world we live in. This event will take place at The Music Center Annex building, 601 W. 
Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, in Rehearsal Room C. Panelists to be announced.  

“The Community Conversations are that moment when we ask people in our community 
to help us make relevant the themes and ideas that are alive on our stage,” said Leslie K. 
Johnson, Center Theatre Group’s Director of Social Strategy, Innovation and Impact. “Asking 
thought leaders to come and spark that conversation is exciting. By inviting them into the 
room, we are able to hear someone who lives these topics every day discuss them in the 
context of the show.”  

Center Theatre Group will host three post-show Stage Talks with select members of the 
“Archduke” creative team and Center Theatre Group’s artistic staff following the evening 
performances on May 2, 21 and 23 at the Mark Taper Forum. Audience Talks led by Center 
Theatre Group Teaching Artists are also planned to take place after every evening performance 
of “Archduke” beginning May 11. The Stage Talks and Audience Talks allow audience 
members the opportunity to discuss how the art on stage and the experience they have shared 
in has resonated with them and their world both personally and as a community. 

Center Theatre Group will also host a Taper and Tonic event after the May 3 
performance of “Archduke.” Sponsored by LA Weekly, Sipsmith spirit will offer audience 
members a complimentary gin tasting in the lower lobby of the Mark Taper Forum following 
the 8 p.m. performance of “Archduke.” The tasting will be available exclusively to audience 
members attending the show that evening. 

Center Theatre Group is partnering with Geeks Who Drink for two free nights of 
“Archduke” Trivia Nights. The first “Archduke”-themed trivia night will take place at The 
Blind Donkey in Pasadena on Wednesday, April 26 at 7:30 p.m. The Blind Donkey is located 
at 53 E. Union St, Pasadena, CA 91103. The second “Archduke”-themed trivia night will 
take place at Hamburger Mary’s in West Hollywood on Monday, May 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
Hamburger Mary’s is located at 8288 Santa Monica Blvd., West Hollywood, CA 90046. 

 “Archduke” follows the unlikely path to terrorism as three strangers, already struggling 
to get by, receive a death sentence in the form of a tuberculosis diagnosis. But being young 
men with nothing to lose in Belgrade, 1914, makes them the perfect recruits for a secret 
organization looking to strike a blow in the name of Serbian nationalism.  

“Archduke” explores the short journey from individual hardship to public harm as 
personal desperation is cultivated into an act with international significance and a few average 
men spark World War I.   

Center Theatre Group, one of the nation’s preeminent arts and cultural organizations, is 
Los Angeles’ leading nonprofit theatre company, programming seasons at the 736-seat Mark 
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Taper Forum and 1600 to 2000-seat Ahmanson Theatre at The Music Center in Downtown 
Los Angeles, and the 317-seat Kirk Douglas Theatre in Culver City. In addition to presenting 
and producing the broadest range of theatrical entertainment in the country, Center Theatre 
Group is one of the nation’s leading producers of ambitious new works through commissions 
and world premiere productions and a leader in interactive community engagement and 
education programs that reach across generations, demographics and circumstance to serve 
Los Angeles. 

For more information about the “Archduke” community events, please visit 
www.CenterTheatreGroup.org/Archduke. 

Tickets to “Archduke” are available by calling (213) 628-2772, online at 
www.CenterTheatreGroup.org or at the Center Theatre Group box office. Tickets range from 
$25 – $95 (ticket prices are subject to change). The Mark Taper Forum is located at The 
Music Center, 135 N. Grand Avenue in Downtown L.A. 90012.  
 
 #   #   # 
 
April 25, 2017 
 


