“YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT
LIFE WILIL. BRING ONLY WHAT
YOU BRING TO LIFE.”

Inspired by a real event, this original musical tells a sweeping tale of love and redemption set against
the rich backdrop of the American South in the 1920s and 40s. Literary editor Alice Murphy meets
a young soldier just home from World War II. Their relationship awakens her longing for the child she
once lost. Haunted by their unique connection, Alice sets out on a journey to understand her past —
and what she finds has the power to transform both of their lives.

The story unfolds as a rich tapestry of deep emotion, beautiful melodies and powerfully moving
performances. An uplifting theatrical journey that holds you tight in its grasp, Bright Star is as
refreshingly genuine as it is daringly hopeful.

‘*’ WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “FOLLOW YOUR OWN BRIGHT STAR"?
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“I HAD A VISION..”

«

Steve Martin and Edie Brickell had a vision for the

show that they wanted to bring to life. * 'SSOL';ETR:A‘;NY&LJWO&R

The musical Bright Star was inspired by a bluegrass album that they had THAT WOULD MAKE A
recorded together, Love Has Come For You. As they worked on the album, GREAT MUSICAL?
they began to imagine one story coming from all of the songs, a story
that Ms. Brickell felt “was infused with the spirit of a young girl who's
forthcoming and self-possessed.” The plot began to take shape when
they were introduced to the tale of the Iron Mountain Baby, a real-life
incident from 1902. Mr. Martin said about creating this musical, “the
characters step up to you and say, ‘Yeah, you need me."”

‘v WHAT IS THE STORY THAT
WANTS TO BE TOLD?

-

4 Fe

Written by Lynn Clark
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Bluegrass is a type of music that comes from Appalachia, a
region in the United States that stretches from the southern
part of New York State to Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia.
It tells stories of the people from this rural, impoverished,
mountainous area, describing their everyday joys and
struggles. Bluegrass is usually played on unamplified stringed
instruments such as the banjo, fiddle, guitar and mandolin
and is often called “the high lonesome sound.”

Even though Bright Star’s musical roots come from bluegrass,

“WHEN YA G,ONNA LOVE it is not only a bluegrass musical. It contains many American

musical styles, including roots rock, Broadway show tunes,

ME JUST THE WAY I AM?” ! Americana, folk, country and jazz.

When we see Alice Murphy in 1923, * WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR
she is sixteen years old. Alice and her PARENTS, OR SOCIETY, SAY
parents disagree with how she should “NO” TO YOUR DREAMS,
el A conduct her life, and they try to shame DESIRES OR APPROACH
T_ “é story takes place- her into being “a good little girl.” TO LIFE? HOW DO YOU STAND
# * R o vl

| SR e e e e . s UP FOR YOUR DREAMS?
. NOrthﬁcaI'Ollna a ; S Her friend, Jimmy Ray Dobbs, also

has conflict with his father. He wants

é"’z-a’; ] to go to college, but his father insists * HOW DO YOU BALANCE
—t— ' that Jimmy Ray stay home to run YOUR VISION OF YOUR
the family business. His father also FUTURE WITH YOUR
objects to Jimmy Ray’s relationship FAMILY’'S EXPECTATIONS?

with Alice, telling him he needs to
marry for money rather than love.

SEITRTIR ‘O TN TPRIGHT RIS LFRIETIE SEITAL Tikiis



o

“I MUST FOLLwa MY OWN

Carmen Cusack and Paul Alexander Nolan from the Bright Star OriginalBroadway Company. Photo by Nick Stokes.
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* I QCVS A special thanks to Macy'’s for its generous contribution to support the Student Matinee performance of Bright Star.

The Student Matinee Program also receives generous support from Ella Fitzgerald
Charitable Foundation, Diana Buckhantz & Vladimir & Araxia Buckhantz Foundation,

Renee & Meyer Luskin, Deena & Edward Nahmias, Laura & James Rosenwald &
Orinoco Foundation, Eva & Marc Stern, and the Artists & Educators Forum.




