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For immediate release. 
CAST ANNOUNCED FOR WORLD PREMIERE OF LUCAS HNATH’S 

“DANA H.” AT CENTER THEATRE GROUP’S KIRK DOUGLAS THEATRE 

“Dana H.” Will Run May 26 Through June 23, 2019 

 

Center Theatre Group has announced that Deirdre O’Connell will play the title role 
in the world premiere of “Dana H.” by Lucas Hnath at the Kirk Douglas Theatre in a co-
production with Goodman Theatre. Adapted from interviews with Dana Higginbotham, 
conducted by Steve Cosson and directed by Les Waters, “Dana H.” will begin previews 
May 26, open June 2 and continue through June 23, 2019. “Dana H.” was originally 
commissioned by The Civilians (New York) and Goodman Theatre; it will appear at the 
Goodman from September 6 through October 6, 2019, during their 2019/2020 Season. 

The creative team includes set design by Andrew Boyce, lighting and supertitle 
design by Paul Toben, costume design by Janice Pytel and sound design by Mikhail Fiksel. 

“Dana H.” tells the real-life story of Hnath’s own mother. A nondenominational 
hospice chaplain, Dana had stared death in the face on countless occasions, but when 
she helped a mentally ill ex-convict turn his life around, she suddenly found her own life 
hanging in the balance. “Dana H.” recounts the harrowing five-month odyssey as she was 
held captive by, traveled with and eventually escaped her unstable captor. Told in Dana’s 
own words, reconstructed for the stage by her son, award-winning playwright Lucas 
Hnath (“A Doll’s House, Part 2,” “The Christians”), this innovative work of theatre 
shatters the boundaries of the form and of our understanding of good and evil. 

Hnath’s work as a playwright includes “A Doll’s House, Part 2,” “Hillary and 
Clinton,” “Red Speedo,” “The Christians,” “A Public Reading of an Unproduced 
Screenplay About the Death of Walt Disney,” “Isaac’s Eye” and “Death Tax.” His work 
has been produced nationally and internationally, including at Playwrights Horizons, New 
York Theatre Workshop, Soho Rep, Actors Theatre of Louisville/Humana Festival of New 
Plays, Ensemble Studio Theatre, Mark Taper Forum (“The Christians”), Steppenwolf 
Theatre, South Coast Repertory, Royal Court Theatre, and on Broadway at the John 
Golden Theatre. He is a member of Ensemble Studio Theatre and a resident of New 
Dramatists. Hnath is a recipient of an Obie, Guggenheim Fellowship, Outer Critics Circle 
Award for Best New Play, Whiting Award, Kesselring Prize, two Steinberg citations from 
the American Theatre Critics Association, and a 2017 Tony nomination for Best Play. At 
NYU, Hnath has previously served as a Language Lecturer in the Expository Writing 
Program. Additionally, he has taught at Rutgers, University of Rochester and the 
Southampton Writers Conference. 
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Center Theatre Group, one of the nation’s preeminent arts and cultural 
organizations, is Los Angeles’ leading nonprofit theatre company, which, under Artistic 
Director Michael Ritchie, programs seasons at the 736-seat Mark Taper Forum and 1600 
to 2100-seat Ahmanson Theatre at The Music Center in Downtown Los Angeles, and the 
317-seat Kirk Douglas Theatre in Culver City. In addition to presenting and producing 
the broadest range of theatrical entertainment in the country, Center Theatre Group is 
one of the nation’s leading producers of ambitious new works through commissions and 
world premiere productions and a leader in interactive community engagement and 
education programs that reach across generations, demographics and circumstance to 
serve Los Angeles. 

Tickets for “Dana H.” are available by calling (213) 628-2772, online at 
www.CenterTheatreGroup.org, at the Center Theatre Group Box Office at the Ahmanson 
Theatre or at the Kirk Douglas Theatre Box Office two hours prior to performance. Tickets 
for “Dana H.” range from $25 – $79 (ticket prices are subject to change). The Kirk 
Douglas Theatre is located at 9820 Washington Blvd. in Culver City, CA 90232. Free 
three hour covered parking at City Hall with validation (available in the Kirk Douglas 
Theatre lobby). 
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