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Written by

Nambi E. Kelley 
Based on the Novel by

Richard Wright

The Black Rat......................................................NOEL ARTHUR
Mrs. Dalton...................................................GIGI BERMINGHAM
Bigger......................................................................JON CHAFFIN
Mary........................................................................ELLIS GREER
Jan................................................................MATTHEW GRONDIN
Bessie, Vera................................ MILDRED MARIE LANGFORD
Britten.....................................................................NED MOCHEL
Hannah...............................................................VICTORIA PLATT
Buddy.............................................................BRANDON RACHAL

With (in alphabetical order)

Directed by

Andi Chapman

TIME: A split-second inside Bigger’s mind, when he runs from his crime, remembers, imagines, two cold and snowy winter days in December 1939 and beyond.
PLACE: A labyrinth of Chicago’s black belt and surrounding areas as it appears in Bigger’s mind.

Native Son is performed without an intermission.

Edward E. Haynes Jr.

Scenic Design

Andrew Schmedake

Lighting Design

Production Stage Manager

Taylor Anne Cullen

Costume Design

Wendell C. Carmichael
Center Theatre Group
Associate Producer

Lindsay Allbaugh Maggie Swing

Stage Manager

Jeff Gardner

Sound Design

Projection Design

Adam R. Macias

Original stage adaptation by Paul Green and Richard Wright and produced in arrangement with the Paul Green Foundation—www.paulgreen.org. The World premiere production 
of Native Son was produced by Court Theatre—Charles Newell, Artistic Director; Stephen J. Albert, Executive Director; and American Blues Theater—Gwendolyn Whiteside, 
Producing Artistic Director.

MICHAEL RITCHIE Artistic Director |  DOUGLAS C. BAKER Producing Director  

GORDON DAVIDSON Founding Artistic Director

Presents the production of 
film. TV credits include The Walking Dead (AMC), Psych 
(USA), Eureka (Syfy), Human Target (Fox), The Cape (NBC), 
Caprica (Syfy), and Trauma (NBC), and he has scored full 
series, specials, and promos for HBO, BBC, NBC, Discovery, 
National Geographic, and others. Theatre credits include The 
Kennedy Center, Arena Stage, Folger Theatre, Antaeus, Rogue 
Machine, Skylight Theatre, The Fountain Theatre, Odyssey 
Theatre Ensemble, and he served as assistant conductor on 
the national tour of The Phantom of the Opera.

GARRETT CROUCH (Production Stage Manager) is a 
multi-hyphenate human with a deep passion and love 
for entertainment. He graduated from AMDA College and 
Conservatory for the Arts in 2015. Actor, writer, musician, 
technician, director, and stage manager are just a few pies to 
name. He recently collaborated with the Puckwit Gang in a 
successful run of Dangerous Cures of Dr. B, which he co-wrote 
the script and score for. When he isn't writing the score to 
a show or acting out, you can usually find him in the booth, 
managing at Skylight Theatre in Los Feliz, where he 
was production stage manager of the multiple award- 
winning Rotterdam.

MARCEDES L. CLANTON (Stage Manager) is delighted to return 
to the Kirk Douglas Theatre. Selected credits: Mutt House 
(premiere), Laughter on 23RD Floor, A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum, The Madwoman of Chaillot, Ah, 
Wilderness!, The Maids, Sons of the Prophet (West Coast 
premiere), Wolves (L.A. premiere), Justin Love (premiere),  
The Color Purple (six Ovation Awards), Leslie Jordan’s Fruit Fly 
(premiere), What’s Wrong with Angry?, Take Me Out (NAACP 
Awards), The Temperamentals (West Coast premiere), and  
[title of show]. She’s proud to be completing her ninth season 
as Resident Stage Manager with Celebration Theatre.

SKYLIGHT THEATRE COMPANY was created to support artists. 
Recognized as a “powerhouse of new play development” by 
Dramatist Magazine, the 36-year-old company discovers, 
develops, and produces compelling new works that expand 
mainstream theatre while nurturing and educating the people 
that create them. Plays premiering at Skylight have gone on 
to be performed Off-Broadway, nationally, and internationally, 
and its vibrant family of artists has received prestigious national 
and local awards. After producing over 100 World premieres 
and working with hundreds of teens and young adults, Skylight 
remains dedicated to the power of the artist to create positive 
change. SkylightTheatre.org  

HARTSHORN – HOOK PRODUCTIONS is a live entertainment 
management company founded in 2007 by Louis Hartshorn 
and Brian Hook. Over 120 productions across five continents, 
including Olivier and multi-LADCC Award-winning Rotterdam 
(Arts, 59E59 New York, Skylight), Dreamworks’ Madagascar 
the Musical (UK tour), Urinetown (Apollo), American Idiot (Arts 

and UK tour), and Woody Sez (Arts). In 2019, their production 
of Amélie will tour the UK and Asia, Rotterdam will return to 
the UK and US, and Dolly Parton’s musical 9 to 5 will open 
at The Savoy Theatre. Louis and Brian hold the positions of 
Executive Director and Operations Director at the Arts Theatre 
in the West End.

ADDITIONAL STAFF FOR ROTTERDAM
Marketing Consultant and 
Engagement Facilitator....................................................Joshua Gershick
Fight Director............................................................................Matt Orduña
Head Carpenter...............................................................Melissa Hartman 
Prop Carpenter.......................................................................Ryan Howard
Assistant Lighting Designer.......................................................Hilda Kane

CREDITS
Original Prop Master........................................................Michael O’Hara 
Original Casting.........................................................Raul Clayton Staggs 
Original Dialect Coach....................................................Tuffet Schmelzle
Original Assistant Director....................................................Shen Heckel
Original Associate Producers...................................Christopher Aguilar, 

Josh Gershick, Jonathan Munoz-Proulx, Shaina Rosenthal

Original costumes provided by Skylight Theatre Company. Additional 
costumes provided by the Center Theatre Group Costume Shop. 

SKYLIGHT THEATRE COMPANY STAFF
Board of Directors...............................Fr. Gregory Goethals, SJ—Chair,  

Steven Karic—Vice Chair & Treasurer, Dale Raoul— 
Secretary, Ford Austin, Bradford Bancroft, Gary Grossman, 
Wendy Kout, William Slocum, Doris Roberts (In Memoriam)

Advisory Committee............................Robert Israel, Chip Rosenbloom
Executive Director.......................................................Sandee Grossman
Producing Artistic Director..............................................Gary Grossman
Co-Artistic Director........................................................Tony Abatemarco
Artistic Associate..............................................................Michael Kearns
Play LAb Director...................................................................Lee Blessing
Program Coordinator and Technical Advisor......Christopher Hoffman
Lyric Project Program Director..........................................John J. Torres
Artistic Leaders....Victoria Pearlman, Celia Ramirez, Shaina Rosenthal
PlayLAb Associate Director...................................................Tim Furlong
Publicist..................................................................................Judith Borne
Graphic Design.......................................Llance Bower, Guillermo Perez
Stage Managers........................Christopher Hoffman, Colin Grossman,      

Garrett Longley, Ben Baltman
Front of House.......................................Jill Abatemarco, Ashley Felkner,   

Amy Pelch, Carlee Wilson 
Artistic Advisors..................................Andy Ackerman, Brooke Adams,  

Randall Arney, Ed Asner, Dan Bucatinsky, Scott Ellis,  
Johnny Galecki, Peter Gallagher, Buck Henry,  

John Benjamin Hickey, Winnie Holzman, Sheryl Kaller, 
Stacy Keach, Sharon Lawrence, Eric McCormack, 

Mary McDonnell, Terrence McNally, Marcia Milgrom Dodge, 
Alfred Molina, Geoffrey Nauffts, Billy Porter, Joan Rater, 

Jeffrey Richman, Don Roos, Thomas Sadoski, 
Marc Shmuger, Joe Spano

Block Party receives major support from Aliza and Marc Guren, with generous funding also provided by Joni and Miles Benickes, and additional support provided by Kiki and 
David Gindler. Block Party is also made possible in part by a Culver City Performing Arts Grant with support from Sony Pictures Entertainment.



 

 
“Native Son” 

Opens Saturday, April 20 at 8 p.m. 
(Previews April 18 and 19) 
Through April 28, 2019  
Kirk Douglas Theatre 

 

Performance Days and Times: 
 Tuesday through Friday at 8 p.m. 
 Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m. 
 Sunday at 1 and 6:30 p.m. 
 No Monday performances. 
 Exception: No 1 p.m. performance on Sunday, April 21. 

 

Run Time and Intermission: 
“Native Son” runs ninety minutes with no intermission. 
 
Ticket Prices: $27 – $77 
(Ticket prices are subject to change.) 
 
Tickets are available 

 Online at www.CenterTheatreGroup.org 

 By calling Center Theatre Group Audience Services at 213.628.2772 

 In person at the Center Theatre Group Box Office at The Music Center 
 At the Kirk Douglas Theatre two hours before curtain 

 
Group Sales: 213.972.7231 
 

Deaf community information and charge: visit Center TheatreGroup.org/ACCESS 

 
Center Theatre Group’s Kirk Douglas Theatre 

9820 Washington Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232 
 
Press Kit available at https://myctg.la/2C0Omih. 
 

Press Contacts:  
Jason Martin, 213.972.7376, jmartin@ctgla.org 
Karen Bacellar, 213.972.7376, kbacellar@ctgla.org 
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