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We would like to take the opportunity to specially thank the following 
donors for their extraordinary investments in Center Theatre Group’s future.

As a not-for-profit organization, CTG relies on the support of generous 
theatre lovers like you. Your support ensures that Los Angeles audiences 
and the arts will continue to have a home in our community. 

For their contributions and support of Our Dear Dead Drug Lord, Center 
Theatre Group would like to thank:

JONI & MILES BENICKES
JANA & TREVOR BEZDEK
DIANA BUCKHANTZ & VLADIMIR & ARAXIA BUCKHANTZ FOUNDATION
ALAN MANDELL
NADINA & FERNANDO SZEW

This performance is made possible in part by the City of Culver City 
and its Cultural Affairs Commission, with support from Sony Pictures  
Entertainment and the Culver City Arts Foundation.

Are you invested in the future of theatre? Become a member with a tax-deductible 
contribution of $100—or just $10 per month—and make a vital difference for 
our future following the most challenging period in Center Theatre Group’s history. 
Your gift will enable us to continue to produce and present the highest caliber 
theatre, nurture new artists, and provide transformative arts education programs. 

Plus, your gift will unlock membership benefits to enhance your theatregoing 
experience, from priority access to members-only events and more!

Learn more at CTGLA.org/MEMBERSHIP
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AUGUST 20 – SEPTEMBER 17, 2023   KIRK DOUGLAS THEATRE

SNEHAL DESAI Artistic Director | MEGHAN PRESSMAN Managing Director/CEO | DOUGLAS C. BAKER Producing Director

GORDON DAVIDSON Founding Artistic Director

Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones and watch alarms. The use of any recording device, 
either audio or video, and the taking of photographs, with or without �ash, is strictly prohibited.

OUR DEAR DEAD DRUG LORD will be performed with no intermission

Directed by

Lindsay Allbaugh

By 

Alexis Scheer

With 

Ashley Brooke     Samantha Miller     Coral Peña     Lilian Rebelo

Scenic Design
François-Pierre Couture

Costume Design  
Elena Flores

Lighting Design   
Azra King-Abadi

Sound Design
Veronika Vorel

Movement/Intimacy Coordinator
Veronica Sofia Burt

Casting
Jordan Bass, CSA

Associate Artistic Director
Neel Keller

Production Stage Manager
Marcedés L. Clanton

Center Theatre Group 
In association with IAMA Theatre Company

Presents

The World Premiere of Our Dear Dead Drug Lord was presented in September 2019 by WP Theater and Second Stage Theater
For WP Theater: Lisa McNulty, Producing Artistic Director | Michael Sag, Managing Director

For Second Stage Theater: Carole Rothman – President and Artistic Director | Casey Reitz – Executive Director
Originally Produced by Benjamin Simpson, Joseph Longthorne & Jana Shea

For more information about the show, scan the QR code.
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ASHLEY BROOKE  (Zoom, she/her) is thrilled to be a part of 
Our Dear Dead Drug Lord! Ashley has enjoyed performing in the 
entertainment industry since a young age. Selected credits include 
Theatre: Doctor Zhivago Original Broadway Cast; The Sound Of Music 
National Tour (Louisa); and Lies My Father Told Me National Yiddish 
Theatre Folksbiene; Television: Emmy-Nominated series A Small Light 
as Margot Frank (Nat Geo, Disney+, Hulu), White House Plumbers as 
Alexandra Liddy (HBO), New Amsterdam and The Blacklist (NBC), Bull 
(CBS), Bizaardvark (Disney), and The Other Two (Comedy Central); Film: 
Troop Zero as Piper Keller (Amazon Prime). Ashley loves to sing and 
majored in classical voice at Manhattan School of Music’s Precollege 
Program. She is currently studying film at the University of Southern 
California. Ashley would like to thank the casting and production team 
for this opportunity, as well as her amazing representatives at Moxie 
Artists Management (Sherry Kayne) and CESD Talent Agency (David 
Doan, Mallory Tucker), and her wonderful family for their ongoing love 
and support. Instagram: @ThatAshleyBrooke.

SAMANTHA MILLER  (Squeeze, she/her). Samantha is thrilled to 
be making her Center Theatre Group and Kirk Douglas Theatre debut! 
Samantha is an actor and writer based in Los Angeles. You may 
have seen Samantha recently as Lil’ Mama in Stew at the Pasadena 
Playhouse, or previously as Margaret Dashwood and Lucy Steele in 
Sense & Sensibility (Oregon Shakespeare Festival), Zoey in stand. Up. 
HIT! for the Young Playwrights Festival (The Blank Theatre), Candace 
in MEISNER (Playhouse West), or Glo in the regional and national 
tours of The Password (Kaiser Permanente Educational Theatre). 
As an awarded playwright, Samantha’s latest work DragonSoul 
Offline will be published and available for licensing in late 2023. 
Samantha holds a BFA in Acting from Southern Oregon University. 
samanthawmiller.com

CORAL PEÑA  (Kit, she/they). Coral Peña is a graduate of NYU’s Tisch 
School of the Arts with conservatory training at Stella Adler and the 

WHO’S WHO

Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. She currently stars as Aleida Rosales 
on the Apple TV+ series For All Mankind, having recently performed at 
MCC Theater in BLKS, directed by Robert O’Hara. Other credits include 
SXSW 2023 feature premiere Story Ave, Amazon Studios’ Chemical 
Hearts, and Steven Spielberg’s The Post.

LILIAN REBELO (Pipe, she/her) is so excited to make her West 
Coast debut! Lilian is a NYC-based Latina actor, model, and theatre 
artist. She received her B.A. in Theatre Performance from Fordham 
University. Select Credits Include: The Seagull (Nina); Barricade 
Workshop (Beatriz); Karla, Sam, and Mel are Going Straight to Hell 
(Karla); We are Not the Guerilla Girls (Writer/Ensemble); and To the 
Bone (Lupe). She is a 2023 graduating member of INTAR’s Unit 52, 
where she also participated in their recent 24-Hour Play Festival. It 
has been a dream to bring this character and story to life through 
the brilliant words of Alexis Scheer. Endless thanks to my beyond-
supportive family, Jesse and Yoni, Lindsay, and the entire cast and 
creative team for making that dream possible. lilianrebelo.com

LINDSAY ALLBAUGH (Director, she/her). Associate Artistic Director 
for Center Theatre Group and award-winning Los Angeles based 
director and producer. Recent productions: Cry It Out by Molly Smith 
Metzler (Best Production: Ovation Award, LADCC Award, Stage Raw 
Award) at the Echo Theatre Company as well as Collective Rage: A 
Play in Five Betties by Jen Silverman at the Boston Court Theatre. 
Lindsay was Co-Artistic Director of the Elephant Theatre Company 
from 2004 – 2014, where she directed and produced many productions 
including 100 Saints You Should Know”by Kate Fodor, Revelation by 
Samuel Brett Williams, and Never Tell by James Christy. Selected CTG 
producing credits include — Mark Taper Forum: Slave Play, Archduke, 
Bent, Waiting for Godot; Kirk Douglas Theatre: Creative Producer behind 
Block Party, Tambo & Bones, Good Grief, Throw Me On the Burnpile and 
Light Me Up, Endgame, Women Laughing Alone With Salad, Chavez 
Ravine, different words for the same thing, The Nether.

Setting: Miami, Florida. 2008.
September - December. 

The first Tuesday of each month.

A treehouse, almost too big to be believable.

CAST
(In order of appearance) 

Pipe ............................................................................................................... Lilian Rebelo
Zoom ............................................................................................................ Ashley Brooke
Squeeze ..................................................................................................... Samantha Miller
Kit ....................................................................................................................Coral Peña

Assistant Stage Managers ............................................................Lydia Runge, Brandon Cheng

This production contains sexually suggestive language, references to suicide, and 
depictions of drug use, extreme physical violence, and self-harm.
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ALEXIS SCHEER (Playwright, she/her). Alexis Scheer’s breakout 
play was the Off-Broadway hit Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (WP Theater/
Second Stage: NYT Critics Pick, John Gassner Award; LTC Carnaval of 
New Latinx Work; Kilroy’s List), and she recently made her Broadway 
debut adapting the book for Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Bad Cinderella. Her 
other plays include Laughs In Spanish (Edgerton Foundation New Play 
Award, Kennedy Center’s Harold & Mimi Steinberg Award) and Christina 
(Roe Green Award; O’Neill Finalist). Her work has been developed at 
the Kennedy Center, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, McCarter Theatre 
Center, Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, and more. Alexis is currently 
under commission by Second Stage, Manhattan Theatre Club, Miami 
New Drama, and Seaview. Television: Pretty Little Liars: Original Sin 
(HBO Max), and projects developed for HBO Max and Salma Hayek’s 
Ventanarosa. Alexis is a proud alum of New World School of the Arts 
and holds a BFA in Musical Theatre from The Boston Conservatory 
and MFA in Playwriting from Boston University. IG: @scheer_madness

FRANÇOIS-PIERRE COUTURE (Scenic Designer, he/him). Originally 
from Montréal, Canada, François-Pierre Couture has been working in 
Los Angeles, his adoptive home, and the United States as a scenic, 
lighting, and projection designer since 2006. His multifaceted and 
dynamic approach to his craft has given him the opportunity to work 
across multiple environments and venues. As a visual artist, he 
focusses on street pen-&-pencil sketches and mix media paintings, 
aiming at capturing the vibrancy and complexity of the rich, and often 
disjointed, layers of Los Angeles. His theatre designs include: Romeo 
& Juliette (Paris) L.A. Dance Project; Metamorphoses, Frankenstein, 
A Noise Within; The Present, The Future, Invisible Tango, Geffen 
Playhouse; Everything that Never Happened, With Love and Major Organ, 
Boston Court Theatre; Destiny of Desire, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Arena Stage Theatre, South Coast Repertory and Goodman Theatre; 
Jackie Unveiled, Wallis Theatre; The Mexican Trilogy, an American 
History, Los Angeles Theatre Center; Carmen Jones, Metamorphoses, 
Everything is Illuminated, Ensemble Theatre Company. fpcouture.com  
@fpcouturedesign @fpcouturestudio

ELENA FLORES (Costume Designer, she/her) is a Los Angeles-based 
costume designer & maker for theatre, TV, and film.  She is a proud 
union member of Costume Designer’s Guild 892 and Motion Picture 
Costumers 705, as well as an ensemble member of Echo Theatre 
Company and Rogue Artists Ensemble.  Recent designs include The 
Bottoming Process (IAMA Theatre), Righteous Thieves (feature film), 
1660 Vine (feature film), and Babe (Echo Theatre Company), and she 
recently completed five months working as a specialty costumer on 
the upcoming feature RED ONE featuring Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson 
and JK Simmons. Social Media @elenafloresdesign

AZRA KING-ABADI (Lighting Designer, she/her). Recently designed 
the premiere production of Crabs in a Bucket with Echo Theatre and 
new play American Fast with Constellation Theatre. She recently 
designed an exciting new production of RENT with Coeurage Ensemble. 
Other designs include the premiere the Revenge Porn with Ammunition 
Theatre; Ayano with Black Bough Production; Under Milk Wood and 
Vendetta Chrome with Coeurage Theatre; Poor Clare and Gloria 
with Echo Theatre; Tea with Hero Theatre; Three Tables with Padua 
Playwrights; The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Wet, 
and The Color Purple with Greenway Court Theatre; Apartment Living 
at the Skylight Theatre; Women Beyond Borders with Rubicon Theatre; 
The Ridiculous Darkness with Son of Semele; Lunatics and Actors with 
Four Clowns; The new opera Tres Mujeres de Jerusalén with LA Opera; La 

Traviata and Madama Butterfly with Opera Santa Barbara; The Barber 
of Seville with Opera Neo, Israel in Egypt, and Alexander’s Feast with 
the Los Angeles Master Chorale; Angels in America (opera) with the 
LA Philharmonic; Into the Woods, A Little Night Music, and Le enfant 
et les Sortiledges with the Hawaii Performing Arts Festival; A Soldiers 
Tale with Hazard Productions. Azrakingabadi.com

VERONIKA VOREL (Sound Designer, she/her). Veronika Vorel’s 
sound design credits include The Inheritance and A Wicked Soul in 
Cherry Hill at the Geffen Playhouse, Little Shop of Horrors at Pasadena 
Playhouse, A Nice Indian Boy at East West Players, Zoey’s Perfect 
Wedding at Denver Center for the Performing Arts, as well as plays 
and musicals at Shakespeare Theatre Company, Ford’s Theatre, 
Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company, Folger Theatre, Yale Repertory 
Theatre, Signature Theatre (VA), and Starlight Theatre Kansas City. 
Associate Sound Design: Manhattan Theatre Club, The Kennedy 
Center, Baltimore Center Stage, Arena Stage, and Geffen Playhouse. 
Outside of the theatre, she has worked with Walt Disney Imagineering 
as a sound designer, audio mixer, and AV engineer around the world. 
Training: Prague Conservatory of Music, California Institute of the 
Arts, Yale School of Drama.

VERONICA SOFIA BURT (Movement/Intimacy Coordinator, she/
her) is an Angelena, proud to make her hometown theatrical debut 
with Center Theatre Group! Veronica has done intimacy work for 
productions at The Muny, Northern Stage, The Tank, NYMF, Williams 
College, Dartmouth College, Georgetown University, and USC School 
of Cinematic Arts. Direction and choreography credits include 
work with New York Theatre Workshop, Joe’s Pub, NYNW Theatre 
Festival, and The Bridge Production Group. As a dancer, her favorite 
performances include work with the Metropolitan Opera, Chicago Lyric 
Opera, Washington National Opera, and Hammer Museum. Veronica 
is also a certified full spectrum doula through Birthing Advocacy 
Doula Trainings. Proud alum of Dartmouth College and Hamilton 
High School. veronicaburt.com

MARCEDÉS L. CLANTON (Production Stage Manager, she/her). 
National tour: Into The Woods, And Peggy, Eliza Tour: Hamilton the 
Musical. Folgers: Merry Wives of Windsor. La Mirada: Matilda the 
Musical. Kirk Douglas Theatre: Rotterdam; Mutt House; Die, Mommie 
Die!, Tambo and Bones. CV Repertory Theatre: Good People. Garry 
Marshall Theatre: Laughter on the 23rd Floor, A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum. A Noise Within: The Madwoman of Chaillot, Ah, 
Wilderness!, The Maids. Selected L.A. Premieres: Sons of the Prophet, 
The Temperamentals, Bootycandy, Wolves, The Color Purple (musical), 
Leslie Jordan’s Fruit Fly, Take Me Out, [title of show].

LYDIA RUNGE  (Assistant Stage Manager, she/her). Lydia Runge is 
thrilled to join CTG for the first time! Select credits include: Sanctuary 
City, Head Over Heels, The Great Leap (Pasadena Playhouse); Honky 
Tonk Angels (Riverside Theatre); An American in Paris, Cinderella, 
Grease, Ragtime (Musical Theatre West); The Little Foxes, Our Town 
(South Coast Repertory); Assassins, Mamma Mia, Man of God, As 
We Babble On, Allegiance: L.A. Premiere (East West Players); Two 
Mile Hollow (Artists at Play). She is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin–La Crosse with a B.S. in Stage Management.

BRANDON CHENG (Assistant Stage Manager, he/him). Brandon 
is excited to help bring Our Dear Dead Drug Lord to the Kirk Douglas 
Theatre. He’s a San Francisco native and a graduate of CSU Long 
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Beach, with a BA in Technical Theatre. Premiere Credits Include: The 
Great Leap-Pasadena Playhouse/East West Players; The Chinese Lady 
and 99 Histories-Artists at Play; and Interstate, Man of God, and As 
We Babble On-EWP. Other Credits Include: Fetch Clay, Make Man-
Center Theatre Group; Tales of Clamor-PULLproject Ensemble; Into the 
Woods and Sanctuary City-PPST; The Brothers Paranormal, Assassins, 
The Sitayana, Mamma Mia!, Next to Normal, Free Outgoing, Kentucky, 
and La Cage Aux Folles-EWP; Allegiance-Japanese American Cultural 
& Community Center/EWP; Yohen-Robey Theatre Company/EWP; 
Grease-Musical Theatre West; The Root Beer Bandits-Garry Marshall 
Theatre; The Biggest Show-Young Storytellers, Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom-Door Ajar Theatre; 2012-The Musical-San Francisco Mime 
Troupe; and Smells Like A Rat, Out of the Blue, and Conf(USED)-Youth 
for Asian Theater. Thanks to his family and friends for all their love 
and support! Enjoy the show!

JORDAN BASS (Casting Director, he/him). Jordan Bass is a partner 
in bass/casting, a bi-coastal casting company that specializes in 
curating strong ensemble casts across film, television, theatre, and 
new media. Feature credits include: Taylor Sheridan’s Wind River 
starring Jeremy Renner and Elizabeth Olsen; Amazon’s Chemical 
Hearts starring Lili Reinhart and Austin Abrams; Wayfarer Studios’ 
Love You Anyway; Izzy Gets the F*ck Across Town starring Mackenzie 
Davis, Carrie Coon, LaKeith Stanfield & Alia Shawkat; and A Violent 
Separation starring Brenton Thwaites, Gerald McRainey, Ted Levine, 
and Claire Holt. Other Film Credits Include: New Line’s Annabelle; 
Blumhouse’s Martyrs;HBO/Project Greenlight’s The Leisure Class; 
and Louder Than Bombs directed by Joachim Trier. TV credits include: 
Ghosts of Beirut (Showtime); Spartacus: Blood & Sand (Starz); Big 
Time Rush (Nickelodeon); Beerfest (CW Seed); Hyperlinked (YouTube/
Disney); The 5th Quarter (Go90); and Vin Diesel’s The Ropes (Crackle). 
Recent Theatre Credits Include: Canyon (IAMA Theatre Company, 
KDT); The Bottoming Process (LA LGBT Center); and The Untitled 
Baby Play (IAMA Theatre Company/Atwater Village Theatre). Proud 
Union Member. basscasting.com

IAMA Theatre Company, founded in 2007, is a Los Angeles-based 
ensemble of artists committed to the creation and cultivation of new 
voices and artists that challenge boundaries and take risks, while 
fostering an inclusive community that inspires theater-makers of 
future generations. Los Angeles is one of the most diverse metropolitan 
areas in the world and IAMA’s work reflects the new voices and 
changing attitudes that continue to shape this city, state, country 
and world. Designated by Playbill as “one of 20 regional houses every 
theater lover must know,” the award-winning company has seen 
many plays generated at IAMA travel to off-Broadway, including to 
Second Stage and Playwrights Horizons, then go on to be performed 
regionally and internationally. IAMA members have been featured 
in numerous critically acclaimed TV shows and films as well as in 
a vast array of theater and live performances on and off-Broadway 
and across the country. IAMA has been dedicated to developing 
new plays and musicals by emerging and established playwrights, 
culminating in over 25 world, West Coast, and Los Angeles premieres. 

CENTER THEATRE GROUP 

NEEL KELLER (Associate Artistic Director, he/him). Neel has worked 
on the artistic staff at Center Theatre Group for twenty years. During 
his time here, he has directed many shows and collaborated with 
creative teams on the development and production of dozens of plays 
and musicals.  He has been deeply committed to CTG’s important 

role as an incubator and producer of new work, helping to shepherd 
projects from initial conception to fully staged productions. Many of 
the shows he has worked on at CTG have gone on to stages throughout 
the country and across the world.  A few of his personal highlights 
include Jennifer Haley’s The Nether, Dael Orlandersmith’s Until The 
Flood, Second City’s Twist Your Dickens, and Jessica Goldberg’s Good 
Thing.  The memories of the shows and the people he has worked with 
over two decades at CTG will keep him smiling for years to come.  

SNEHAL DESAI (Artistic Director, he/him). Prior to being named 
Center Theatre Group’s new Artistic Director, Snehal Desai was the 
Producing Artistic Director of East West Players, designated an 
American Cultural Treasure by the Ford Foundation and the nation’s 
largest and oldest Asian American theatre company. A Soros Fellow 
and the recipient of a Tanne Award, Desai was in the Inaugural Class of 
Theatre Communications Group’s (TCG) “Spark” Leadership Program 
and the Inaugural Recipient of the Drama League’s Classical Directing 
Fellowship. While at East West Players, Desai produced and directed 
the three highest grossing and most attended shows in EWP’s fifty-
seven-year history including the post-Broadway premiere of Allegiance 
starring George Takei. During his tenure at East West Players, Desai 
led co-productions with Center Theatre Group, Pasadena Playhouse, 
Rogue Artists Ensemble, the LA LGBT Center, Robey Theater Company, 
The Fountain Theatre, API Rise, the Japanese American Cultural and 
Community Center (JACCC) and TAIKOPROJECT, to name a few. East 
West Players’ collaboration with singer/songwriter Daniel Ho was 
nominated for a 2022 Grammy Award. As an artistic leader, Snehal 
has sought to raise awareness on social issues that affect Angelenos 
through impactful and empowering storytelling. Desai has served 
on the boards of the Consortium of Asian American Theaters and 
Artists (Caata), Theatre Communications Group (TCG), and Los Feliz 
Charter School for the Arts (LFCSA). He currently serves on the board 
of the National Alliance for Musical Theatre (NAMT); is a member 
of the Lincoln Center Directors Lab; and was a literary fellow with 
London’s Royal Shakespeare Company. Most recently, Snehal was 
on the faculty of USC’s graduate program in Arts Leadership where 
he taught Executive Arts Leadership. He is a graduate of Emory 
University and the Yale School of Drama.

MEGHAN PRESSMAN (Managing Director/CEO, she/her) joined 
Center Theatre Group in 2019. Previously, she served as Managing 
Director of Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company (D.C.), Director of 
Development for Signature Theatre (N.Y.), and Associate Managing 
Director of Berkeley Rep. She is a graduate of Yale School of Drama/
Yale School of Management and serves as a mentor in the Theater 
Management program. Meghan has served as the Vice-Chair for the 
Theatre Communications Group Board of Directors and is a member 
of the Broadway League.

NAUSICA STERGIOU (General Manager) has worked supporting 
artists in theatres of all shapes, sizes, and locales including Center 
Theatre Group as General Manager and, previously, as Audience 
Development Director. She oversees productions at the Taper and 
Douglas, as well as new play commissions and developmental 
productions. Nausica has taught Marketing and Management at USC’s 
School of Dramatic Arts and works with local nonprofits including 
Hollywood Orchard. BA, Cornell University. MFA, Yale School of Drama.

DOUGLAS C. BAKER (Producing Director, he/him) joined Center 
Theatre Group in 1990. Doug is an active member of the Broadway 
League, the Independent Presenters Network (IPN), and is a proud 
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Center Theatre Group is a member of the League of Resident Theatres (LORT), 
the American Arts Alliance, the Broadway League, Independent Producers’ 
Network (IPN), and the Theatre Communications Group (TCG).

The actors and stage managers employed in this production are 
members of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional 
actors and stage managers in the United States.

United Scenic Artists represents designers and scenic artists for 
the American Theatre.

The Director and Choreographer are members of the Society of 
Stage Directors and Choreographers, Inc., an independent national 
labor union.

member of the Association of Theatrical Press Agents and Managers 
(ATPAM). In 2013, Doug received the Broadway League’s prestigious 
Outstanding Achievement in Presenter Management Award.

GORDON DAVIDSON (Founding Artistic Director) led the Taper 
throughout its first 38 seasons, guiding over 300 productions to its 
stage and winning countless awards for himself and the theatre—
including the Tony Award for theatrical excellence, Margo Jones Award, 
The Governor’s Award for the Arts, and a Guggenheim fellowship. The 
Kentucky Cycle and Angels in America (Part One) won the Pulitzer in 
consecutive years and, in 1994, three of the four plays nominated for 
the Tony Award for Best Play were from the Taper (Angels in America 
won). In 1989, Gordon took over the Ahmanson and, in 2004, he 
produced the inaugural season in the Kirk Douglas Theatre.

CENTER THEATRE GROUP, one of the nation’s preeminent arts and 
cultural organizations, is Los Angeles’ leading not-for-profit theatre 
company, which, under the leadership of Artistic Director Snehal Desai, 
Managing Director / CEO Meghan Pressman, and Producing Director 
Douglas C. Baker, programs seasons at the 736-seat Mark Taper Forum 
and 1,600 to 2,100-seat Ahmanson Theatre at The Music Center in 
Downtown Los Angeles, and the 317-seat Kirk Douglas Theatre in 
Culver City. In addition to presenting and producing the broadest 
range of theatrical entertainment in the country, Center Theatre 
Group is one of the country’s leading producers of ambitious new 
works through commissions and world premiere productions and a 
leader in interactive community engagement and education programs 
that reach across generations, demographics, and circumstances to 
serve Los Angeles. Founded in 1967, Center Theatre Group was led by 
Founding Artistic Director Gordon Davidson until 2005 when Michael 
Ritchie was the artistic director until his retirement in 2021; Snehal 
Desai was appointed the organization’s next artistic director in 2023. 
Center Theatre Group has produced more than 700 productions across 
its three stages, including such iconic shows as Zoot Suit; Angels in 
America; The Kentucky Cycle; Biloxi Blues; Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992; 
Children of a Lesser God; Curtains; The Drowsy Chaperone; 9 to 5: The 
Musical; and Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo. CenterTheatreGroup.org

ADDITIONAL STAFF FOR OUR DEAR DEAD DRUG LORD

Associate Director ..........................................................................Margaux Susi
Fight Choreographer ............................................................................Jen Albert
Vocal Coach................................................................................Christine Adaire
Directing Apprentices ...................................Hannah Froman, Natalie Friedman
Scenic Design Assistant ............................................... Anthony Moses Sanchez
Scenic Design Apprentice .................................................................Audrey Szot
Sound Design Apprentice....................................................................Ari Hyman
Prop Apprentice.............................................................................Cindy Campos
Costume Apprentice......................................................................Natasha Wells
Wardrobe Supervisor ...................................................................... Taylor Decker
Draper ...................................................................................Shanta Faria De Sa
First Hand ................................................................................Shaunte Williams
Beautician....................................................................... Tecumsah Shackelford
Deck Crew ....................................................................................Cate Chapman
Carpentry Crew ..................... Brian Benson, Trey Blevins, Rochelle Concepcion, 

Grant Gerrard, Sean Hesketh, Dominique Jakowec, 
Anh Quang, Sam Sullivan

Lighting Programmer .........................................................................Ezra Fisher
Electrics Crew ................................................... Nicole Jaja, Justin Kelley-Cahill, 

Arthur Montoya, Matthew Perelman, 
Victor Richardson, Niall Sulcer, Ellis Vedar

Audio Crew ....................................................................................Dennis Peraza
Studio Teacher ............................................................................... Marie Rogers
Production Photography.............................................................. Craig Schwartz

“Our Dear Dead Drug Lord” is presented by arrangement with 
Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.

www.concordtheatricals.com 

SPECIAL THANKS TO
F&D Scene Changes, Felix Lighting, DnB Design LLC,
Caroline Renard and Patricia Scheer for translations

IAMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chair.................................................................................................. Katie Lowes  
President............................................................................................. Tyler Ennis
Vice President .............................................................................Melissa Romain 
Secretary .................................................................................Cymbre Walk Sklar
Treasurer ..................................................................David Yanni, Victoria Lerner   
Board Member...................................................................................Jana Bezdek  
Board Member.............................................................................Nicholas Caprio 

IAMA STAFF
Artistic Director............................................................................. Stefanie Black  
Executive Director ............................................................... Cara Greene Epstein
Producing Director ............................................................................Lara Myrene 
Associate Artistic Director - Artistic Development.........................Margaux Susi 
Associate Artistic Director - Ensemble Development .......................... Rodney To 
Social Media and Marketing Manager.......................................................Terry Li 
Literary Manager................................................................ Celia Mandela Rivera 
Director of the Ensemble.................................................................. Tom DeTrinis 
Emerging Playwrights Lab Program Director...............................Nicholas Pilapil 
Grant Writer..........................................................................................Laila Ayad 
Basecamp Director...................................................................... Christian Durso 
Public Relation Rep............................................................................ Lucy Pollak
Season Producer ......................................................................... Quinn O’Connor
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Center Theatre Group would like to thank its exceptional staff for their ongoing commitment, dedication, and extraordinary efforts. 

SNEHAL DESAI Artistic Director | MEGHAN PRESSMAN Managing Director/CEO 

DOUGLAS C. BAKER♦ Producing Director | GORDON DAVIDSON Founding Artistic Director

♦On staff for 10+ years.

L.A. WRITER'S WORKSHOP

Since 2005, we have invited 
local playwrights to spend a year 
researching and writing a new work 
with the feedback of their fellow 
writers and artistic staff as part of 
our L.A. Writers’ Workshop. 

Learn more at CTGLA.org/Artists.

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMISSIONS

As part of our commitment 
to supporting new plays and 
playwrights, we foster and 
develop a broad range of 
theatrical work from diverse 
artists locally, nationally, 
and abroad.

AZIZA BARNES
LISA D’AMOUR 
LARISSA FASTHORSE 
JENNIFER HALEY 
ALESHEA HARRIS
GERALDINE ELIZABETH 
INOA
LISA KRON

KIMBER LEE
YOUNG JEAN LEE
MATTHEW LOPEZ
ROGER Q. MASON
TAHIRIH MOELLER
JANINE NABERS
QUI NGUYEN
LYNN NOTTAGE

MARCO RAMIREZ
CYNTHIA GRACE 
ROBINSON
SARAH RUHL
T.TARA TURK-HAYNES
LUIS VALDEZ
PAULA VOGEL
KAREN ZACARÍAS

ARTISTIC
LINDSAY ALLBAUGH,♦ TYRONE DAVIS, 
NEEL KELLER,♦ KELLEY KIRKPATRICK♦..... Associate Artistic Directors
TIFFANY SLAGLE ............ Artistic & Literary Administrative Assistant
CASEY NICHOLAW, PHYLICIA RASHAD,
PAULA VOGEL...........................................................Associate Artists

EXECUTIVE
CAMILLE SCHENKKAN♦..............................Deputy Managing Director
A'RAELLE FLYNN-BOLDEN...........................Staff Programs Manager
ADRIENNE KNIGHT...........................Assistant to the Artistic Director 
............................................................... and Managing Director/CEO
LYNNE GUGENHEIM.............. Advancement Strategy, Special Events 

& Leadership Consulting
BRANDON MENDEZ HOMER...........................Executive Office Fellow

MANAGEMENT
NAUSICA STERGIOU♦............................................... General Manager
ERIC SIMS♦.....................Ahmanson Theatre Presentations Manager
KATIE SOFF♦.............................................Associate General Manager
JEFFREY UPAH♦................................ General Management Associate
KIARA BRYANT.......................................................Company Manager

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
TRACI KWON♦................................ Arts Education Initiatives Director
JESUS REYES♦ ...............................Community Partnerships Director
NICO ROSARIO .......................Creative Workforce Initiatives Director
AURORA ILOG.........................................................Program Manager
COURTNEY CLARK......................................Digital Learning Manager
MEIGHAN LA ROCCA ................................... Education & Community

Partnerships Coordinator
ZAID ALABWAINI ............................................. Digital Learning Intern
ESTELA GARCIA, 
CHRISTINE BREIHAN................................... Resident Teaching Artist
ZACHARY BROWN, RAMY EL-ETREBY, 
AJA HOUSTON, DEREK JACKSON, JOHNATHON L. JACKSON, 
JER ADRIANNE LELLIOTT, CARENE ROSE MEKERTICHYAN, 
MARA PALMA, TIANA RANDALL-QUANT,
MONIQUE SYPKENS ..................................................Teaching Artists

PRODUCTION
JOE HAMLIN♦.....................................................Director of Production
SHANNON G. BICKNELL...................................... Production Manager
KATIE CHEN........................................Associate Production Manager
BEONICA BULLARD ............................Assistant Production Manager
CAMBRIA CHICHI............................................Production Coordinator 

SHAWN ANDERSON♦ ................ Head Carpenter (Ahmanson Theatre)
SCOTT LUCAS..........................Head Properties (Ahmanson Theatre)
JARED BATTY ..........................Head Electrician (Ahmanson Theatre)
ROBERT SMITH♦............................. Head Sound (Ahmanson Theatre)
SHANE ANDERSON.........................Head Flyrail (Ahmanson Theatre)
MICHAEL GARDNER♦ ....... Wardrobe Supervisor (Ahmanson Theatre)
MARY BORGIA .......Hair & Make-up Supervisor (Ahmanson Theatre)
CHRISTINE L. COX♦...................House Manager (Ahmanson Theatre)
EMMET KAISER♦ ........................Head Carpenter (Mark Taper Forum)
MARY ROMERO ........................ Head Properties (Mark Taper Forum)
AARON STAUBACH♦ ................. Head Electrician (Mark Taper Forum)
CHRISTIAN LEE................................Head Sound (Mark Taper Forum)
LORETTA BUSSEN..............Wardrobe Supervisor (Mark Taper Forum)
LINDA WALKER♦.........................House Manager (Mark Taper Forum)
ZANE WAYNERIGHT.............Stage Supervisor (Kirk Douglas Theatre)
CESAR VARGAS ...................Head Electrician (Kirk Douglas Theatre)
MATTHEW COLLERAN...Head Audio and Video (Kirk Douglas Theatre)

CHLOE JOY..............................................Assistant Technical Director
EDUARDO FERNANDEZ-BAUMANN ......................... Shop Coordinator

2023-2024 COHORT:

AMY BERRYMAN
INDA CRAIG-GALVÁN 
ISAAC GÓMEZ 
CHRISTOPHER OSCAR PEÑA 
RAMIZ MONSEF 
JASMINE SHARMA 

MERRIANNE NEDREBERG♦.............................................Shop Director
KATE REINLIB .................................................Associate Prop Director
ERIC BABB .....................................................Assistant Prop Director
RAUL VEGA MARTINEZ................................................Prop Carpenter
SHANTA FARIA DE SA.................................... Costume Shop Manager
CAYLYN DABNEY.....................Resident Assistant Costume Designer
ASHPHORD JACOWAY .............Resident Assistant Costume Designer
NATASHA WELLS.................................................Costume Apprentice
CINDY CAMPOS......................................................... Prop Apprentice

OPERATIONS
PETER WYLIE.................................... Operations & Facilities Director
CHASE ANDERSON-SHAW..................Kirk Douglas Theatre Manager
CHRISTIAN TAYLOR................................................ Facilities Manager
NIKI ARMATO ........................................................Facilities Associate
JULIO A. CUELLAR♦ ............................................... Facilities Assistant
VANESSA DE LOERA..........................................Facilities Coordinator
JASMINE BRAFF ............................................... Operations Supervisor
CURT GAVIN....................................................... Operations Assistant
NAT PERRY, D’ANGELO ANDERSON, 
SIMON J.O. MARTIN, REGINA NILES ........................................Drivers
VANESSA BRADCHULIS, OLIVIA CHOATE, 
PRESSLY COKER, MONICA GREENE, 
PAT LOEB, TWON POPE, SAM UDERO ................................Stage Door

FINANCE, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, AND HUMAN RESOURCES
CHERYL SHEPHERD ........................................Chief Financial Officer
SARAH STURDIVANT.......................Director of Finance & Technology
DENICE BEHDAD ................................................. Assistant Controller
ANAHITA ASHRAFIPOUR..........................................Senior Accountant
XOCHITL ORTEGA ................................. Accounts Payable Supervisor
KERRY LARICK...................................................Accounting Assistant
JESSICA HERNANDEZ ................................................Payroll Manager
JUAN MARTINEZ....................................................... Payroll Specialist
AMBER JACKSON.................................... Temporary Payroll Assistant

TOM MEGALE.................................Director of Business Applications
JANELLE CABRERA TORRES .............................................Tessitura &

Web Administration Director
JOEY SOLANO............................................... Digital Product Manager
CHIMA OMEAKU..................................................... Help Desk Support
CRIS SPACCA♦ .................................................Tessitura & IT Support

JODY HORWITZ♦....................................Director of Human Resources
CRISTINA TORRES................................Human Resources Generalist

MOSS ADAMS...........................................................................Auditor
MICHAEL C. DONALDSON, LISA A. CALLIF ................... Legal Counsel
GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER...................................... Legal Counsel

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
SARAH SULLIVAN....................Director of Institutional Advancement 
RICKY CARTER .......................... Director of Major and Planned Gifts
CRYSTAL DIAZ ........................................................ Director of Events
PAMELA KUHR............................................ Director of Annual Giving
PAULA MATALLANA............Associate Director of Institutional Grants
ELIZABETH DELLORUSSO.......................................Major Gifts Officer
OYE EHIKHAMHEN........................................Individual Giving Officer
ZAIN PATEL ...................................................Individual Giving Officer
NICOLE SCIPIONE♦........................................Individual Giving Officer
KATELIN URGO .............................................Individual Giving Officer
CHRISTOPHER ECKHART................Donor Communications Manager
WENDY HUI................................................................Grants Manager
MIKE RATTERMAN .............................................Telefunding Manager
BK DAWSON..................Senior Analyst, Gift & Accounting Reporting

ALICE PELAYO........................................ Donor Liason & Institutional
Advancement Assistant

IRENE CHO .........................................Temporary Executive Assistant
AL BERMAN,♦ VARTAN MERJANIAN, 
BENJAMIN SCHWARTZ, PAUL VITAGLIANO ..................Donor Advisors
ANYÉ YOUNG...................................................... Advancement Intern

MARKETING AND GRAPHICS
GARRETT COLLINS ................................Deputy Director of Marketing 
CANDICE WALTERS♦...........Associate Director, Marketing Operations
KIYOMI EMI♦................................................................Senior Manager,

Marketing Events & Partnerships
DEVANY HARDEN..........................Manager, CRM & Email Marketing
KATHARINE MEANS ............................................Marketing Associate
JILLIAN MOORE................................................Marketing Coordinator
MOLLY SMITH ................................................ Theatre Archival Fellow
ALEXA EDWARDS......................................................Marketing Fellow
ANASTASIA ERNST....................................................Marketing Intern
CAROLINE THOMPSON/IMPACT 123 ..........................Media Planning

DEANNA McCLURE............................................Art & Design Director
JAVIER VASQUEZ.......................................... Digital Content Producer
IRENE T. KANESHIRO♦.................................... Senior Design Manager
LILA WAKILI...................................................Senior Graphic Designer
CINDY ANDRADE ......................................................Production Artist

COMMUNICATIONS
BRETT WEBSTER........................................Communications Director
JESSICA DOHERTY................................... Associate Editorial Director
BOBBY MARTINEZ................................Communications Coordinator
MICHELLE TEH ............................................................Publicity Intern

DAVIDSON & CHOY PUBLICITY 
TIM CHOY, PETER GOLDMAN,
VICTORIA WESTBROOK................................. Publicity Consultants

TICKET SALES AND SERVICES
SHAWN ROBERTSON♦ ......................................... Ticket Sales Director
MICHAEL ZOLDESSY♦ ........................Associate Director, Ticket Sales
SKYPP CABANAS♦.........................Senior Manager, Ticket Operations
TINTIN NGUYEN...............................Ticketing Operations Coordinator
SANDY CZUBIAK♦................Audience & Subscriber Services Director
JENNIFER BAKER,♦

CHERYL HAWKER♦ .................. Audience Services Senior Supervisors
JONATHAN FLORES .............. Audience Services Assistant Supervisor
GARY HOLLAND,♦

CHRISTIAN UNGER......................Audience Services Sales Associate
JESSICA ABROMAVICH, JUSTINE PEREZ♦ ................ Donor Associates
KIMBERLY ARENCIBIA, VICKI BERNDT,♦

CLAY BUNKER, FRANK ENSENBERGER, DANIEL GARCIA, 
MICHAEL MUNOZ, DENISE REYNOSO, 
FELIPE ROQUE, SAMUEL ROQUE, JURGEN SANTOS, 
CHRISTINA WRIGHT................... Audience Services Representatives
DANUTA SIEMAK♦...............................Subscriber Services Supervisor
CHRISTINA GUTIERREZ♦...........Subscriber Services Asst. Supervisor
LIGIA PISTE,♦

PETER STALOCH♦...........Subscriber Services Senior Representatives
SARAH K. GONTA♦................................................Box Office Treasurer
KEANA JACKSON, MICHAEL VALLE♦..............1st Assistant Treasurers
KAITLYN GALVEZ, MICHAEL KEMPISTY,♦ RICHARD RUBIO,
LUIS ESPINOZA............................................2nd Assistant Treasurers
SD&A TELESERVICES, INC. .......................... Outbound Sales Partner
JEFFREY LIMONCELLI, KATHLEEN LITTLEFIELD, 
DIANE WARD............................. Subscription Sales Representatives

Artists creating new work commissioned by Center Theatre Group this season:
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AUGUST 20 – SEPTEMBER 17, 2023   KIRK DOUGLAS THEATRE

SNEHAL DESAI Artistic Director | MEGHAN PRESSMAN Managing Director/CEO | DOUGLAS C. BAKER Producing Director

GORDON DAVIDSON Founding Artistic Director

Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones and watch alarms. The use of any recording device, 
either audio or video, and the taking of photographs, with or without �ash, is strictly prohibited.

OUR DEAR DEAD DRUG LORD will be performed with no intermission

Directed by

Lindsay Allbaugh

By 

Alexis Scheer

With 

Ashley Brooke     Aliyah Bella Camacho     Samantha Miller
Coral Peña     Lilian Rebelo    Juan Francisco Villa

Scenic Design
François-Pierre Couture

Costume Design  
Elena Flores

Lighting Design   
Azra King-Abadi

Sound Design
Veronika Vorel

Movement/Intimacy Coordinator
Veronica Sofia Burt

Casting
Jordan Bass, CSA

Associate Artistic Director
Neel Keller

Production Stage Manager
Marcedés L. Clanton

Assistant Stage Managers 
Lydia Runge

Brandon Cheng

Center Theatre Group 
In association with IAMA Theatre Company

Presents

The World Premiere of Our Dear Dead Drug Lord was presented in September 2019 by WP Theater and Second Stage Theater
For WP Theater: Lisa McNulty, Producing Artistic Director | Michael Sag, Managing Director

For Second Stage Theater: Carole Rothman – President and Artistic Director | Casey Reitz – Executive Director
Originally Produced by Benjamin Simpson, Joseph Longthorne & Jana Shea

For more information and self-care resources, scan the QR 
code. For further assistance or to speak to a representative, 
please contact our Audience Services team at 213.628.2772
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ALIYAH BELLA CAMACHO  (Pipe’s Little Sister, she/her). Aliyah 
Camacho, is an actress from San Diego, California, who is best known 
for playing “Young America Chavez” in Marvel’s Doctor Strange in 
the Multiverse of Madness. She has also appeared in several national 
commercials and will next appear as “Emma Burdon” in the upcoming 
film Forty-Seven Days. When she is not acting, Aliyah enjoys traveling, 
cheerleading, snowboarding, and hanging out with her friends and 
family. She is repped by Amstel, Eisenstadt, Frazier & Hinojosa Talent 
Agency and ESI Network.

JUAN FRANCISCO VILLA (PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR, he/el/his) 
kicked off the Kirk Douglas season by participating in the L.A. Writers’ 
Workshop run by the esteemed Luis Alfaro. He also had a run of his 
solo play Empanada For A Dream for The Hollywood Fringe Festival, 
which chronicles his life growing up, unbeknownst to him, as part 
of a family of Drug Kingpins in The Lower East Side of NYC. He has 
graced the top stages across the country such as The Public Theater 
(NYC), Steppenwolf (Chicago), Goodman (Chicago) and Geffen (L.A.). 
He’s worked with Luis Alfaro, Lucas Hnath, Jo Bonney, Stephen Adley 
Guirgis, Quiara Alegría Hudes, Chay Yew, Migdalia Cruz, and Bob 
Falls. He had recurring roles on Blue Bloods (CBS), General Hospital 
(ABC), and The Set Up with Hannah Stocking. You can catch him on 
Chicago P.D. (NBC), Madame Secretary (CBS), and Betrayal (ABC). 
He’s used his voice acting talents to work with Ethan Hawke, Judy 
Reyes, Vivica Fox, Dania Ramirez, and Minnie Driver. Most recently, 
he’s worked with Danny Devito and Aubrey Plaza on the new hit 
animated series Little Demon (FX/Hulu). He is a graduate of the 
esteemed Maggie Flanigan Studio (NYC) and Improv Olympic (Chicago 
iO).  juanfranciscovilla.com @juanempanadavilla

WHO’S WHO

Setting: Miami, Florida. 2008.
September - December. 

The first Tuesday of each month.

A treehouse, almost too big to be believable.

CAST
(In order of appearance)  

Pipe ............................................................................................................... Lilian Rebelo
Zoom ............................................................................................................ Ashley Brooke
Squeeze ..................................................................................................... Samantha Miller
Kit ....................................................................................................................Coral Peña
Pipe’s Little Sister ...............................................................................Aliyah Bella Camacho
Pablo F*cking Escobar ........................................................................... Juan Francisco Villa

Assistant Stage Managers ............................................................Lydia Runge, Brandon Cheng

This production contains sexually suggestive language, references to suicide, and depictions of 
drug use, extreme physical violence towards humans and animals, and self-harm.

These bios were intentionally left out of the program so as to not 
spoil the surprise of these characters’ appearances in the show. 

Please don’t spoil the surprise for others!
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Didn’t understand Pablo? 
See the translation below and the following page.

(PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR appears.)

(The girls convulse, levitate, lose their 
minds. Except PIPE who is steady and 
powerful.)

PIPE: (Incredulous.) I did it. I did it.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Like magic.

PIPE: Like magic.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: What do you 
want, my child?

PIPE: My sister.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Listen to your 
heart.

PIPE: I want my sister back. You took her 
from me.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Your heart can 
ask for things without you even knowing.

PIPE: Just bring her back.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: The wild 
desires that keep our heart on fire or stop us 
cold.

PIPE: I promise I won’t ever ask for anything 
else.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: What is it?

PIPE: I want my sister!

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: What else?

PIPE: Give me my sister!

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: What else?

PIPE: (Full Tears.) I JUST WANT MY 
SISTER.

(PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR turns to go.)

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: I don’t deal 
with liars.

PIPE: FINE. I want back the little part of 
me that died with her. The part that thought 
I’d live forever and nothing could touch me. 
The part of me that wasn’t afraid to get mad, 
really mad, and feel all of myself, even the 
scary parts. I don’t wanna be sorry anymore! 
I don’t wanna be good! I don’t wanna smile 
and be okay and happy and small and live in 
a world that wants nothing else from me. I 
don’t want you to tell me who I am anymore! 
I wanna light myself on fire and burn and 
burn.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Take it. You 
already know how.

PIPE: Show me! Show me how!

(PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR enters the 
treehouse.)

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: You’re afraid 
of your own magic. Or worse - you don’t 
understand what it even is. You think it’s 
candles and crushed plants. Some made up 
words and a wish. The insane ramblings and 
obsessions of the lonely woman up the hill, 
in the woods, on the corner of the street.

PIPE: But it’s you-you’re magic-

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Wrong. This is 
a real woman’s work. Magic.

It is intention. Control. Power.

But a powerful woman is a dangerous thing, 
so we called them witches and strung them 
up to trees, drowned them in the lake, and 
burned them at the stake.

Men can only take by silver or lead.

But women need only themselves to plant 
seeds in hearts and minds that stab and 
twist when they begin to root, ensnaring us 
all with just a thought. We’ve spent centuries 
convincing women they’re crazy, and you’re 
so close to waking up.
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(KIT is possessed and his words pour out of 
her mouth.)

PIPE: I’m ready. Show me!

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: No. You show 
me.

(PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR opens PIPE’s 
third eye.)

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Show me 
exactly what you want. Imagine what you 
want in your mind’s eye and then let yourself 
have it.

(A flash of a little girl.)

Let us see.

Let us see. 

Let us see.

PIPE: Let us see.

(PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER appears. She’s 9 
years old. The paragon of girlhood. Soaking 
wet in a bathing suit with goggles on her 
forehead. Beautiful, but dark magic.)

PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER: There’s a monster 
under my bed. Breathing hard in the dead 
of night. Scratching and digging at the floor 
boards. Making a home underneath me.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Let us see.

PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER: I shut my eyes and 
scrunch my body to make myself invisible. 
Then I count backwards from 100 and watch 
fireworks, and bombs go off, and planes fly 
into buildings on the back of my eyelids until 
I fall asleep.

And in the morning everything is fine. 

Some nights I fall right through my bed and 
wake up in a pool of sweat. I hold my breath 
so I can’t be found, but I realize it was me 
breathing hard in the dead of night.

My hands are bleeding from scratching at 
the floor, carving my home. And I know.

PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER/PIPE: I know then 
that the monster has always been me.

PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER: And I have a choice 
to make.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Finish this.

PIPE: This time.

PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER: This time.

PIPE: This time I won’t be scared.

PIPE’S LITTLE SISTER: I’m making a deal 
with the devil. The devil inside of me.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Promise me.

PIPES LITTLE SISTER: I promise the devil I 
will not be good.

Good is quiet and small.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Promise me.

PIPES LITTLE SISTER: I will be loud loud 
loud.

Have things and not be had.

Make the world in my image.

And take. What’s. Mine.

PABLO F*CKING ESCOBAR: Promise me.

(End of excerpt.)




