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Dirt thies, stirring fresh fears spirit will be lost Vote Sllit
S " may leave

big mark

4residents say Commissioners Court
districts discriminate against whites

By GROMER JEFFERS JR.
Political Writer
gjeffers@dallasnews.com

Are white voters in Dallas County being dis-
criminated against?

That question, which might cause some to
chuckle, will be answered after a trial starting
April 16 that could change the face of the vot-
ing rights struggle in America.

Four white residents are suing Dallas Coun-
ty, claiming that the current boundaries of
county commissioner districts violate their
voting rights. The case is believed to be one of
_ | ; the first in the nation where a group of whites

' ) WY is seeking protection under the Voting Rights
a3 o, % Act.

A - s The lawsuit foreshadows a potential turn-

N ¥ o W about in Texas’ and the nation’s racial politics.

'“ m \ As Hispanics, blacks and other minorities

L TR ] E—— close in on making America a country where
Ron Baselice/Staff Photographer minorities make up the majority, some whites
are attempting to use civil rights laws to pro-

The Epic construction site provides a new backdrop for Traveling Man-Waiting On A Train, Brad Oldham’s Deep Ellum landmark. The

mixed-use development is being built at EIm Street and Good-Latimer Expressway.
P ° b v see PLAINTIFFS Page 14A

By TRISTAN HALLMAN
Staff Writer
thallman@dallasnews.com

D e ep eep Ellum’s “misfits” and “unwanted PSYCHIATRICDRUGS
people” once saved Jesus Martinez. d
That wasin 2014, when the Dallas Patlents

, ¢ Police Department fired Martinez

u m S 1 n because the chiefbelieved he got too rough with a Struggle tO
panhandler during a tussle in the neighborhood
that Martinezboth patrolled and spent his free

time in. Deep Ellum business owners, workers and get Oﬂ. meds

patronsrallied around Martinez with slogans like

]
S “Jesus Saves.” Antidepressant users have trouble
The cop and the misfits — they all felt right at quitting because of withdrawal

home together. That was the Deep Ellum way.

FROM WIRE REPORTS

In an area “This was where they could be where theywanted tobe Victoria Toline would hunch over the kitch-
known partly anflfefel comfor’tablebelng“{ho they wanted to be without en table, steady her hands and draw a bead of
for its nightlife being Jl}dgfd or lookefl at Welrdlybeca.tu.se everyone there liquid from a vial with a small dropper. It was a
and music was weird,” said Martinez, who won hisjob back on an ap- delicate operation that had become a daily rou-
scene, Imori peal. o tine — extracting ever tinier doses of the antide-
Sergers takes in Thatwas’ about‘ 3,1/ 2years ago. Deep Ellumilsn tweird pressant she had taken for three years, on and
a rapper’s anymore. It’s athrmng, bu§thng, growing neighborhood. off, and was desperately trying to quit.
songs during a Low-key gatherings have ’glven way to crowded ba?s and “Basically that’s all I have been doing — deal-
weekly Thurs- }‘estauranifs.Andthe area’sboosters sayt}le latestrise — one ing with the dizziness, the confusion, the fa-
day hip hop inalong hlstpry ofbooms and busts —'w111 last. . tigue, all the symptoms of withdrawal,” said To-
night at In- B}lt Martlnez? like some othe¥s,be11eve.:s t}}e boomis line, 27, of Tacoma, Wash. It took nine months
dependent Bar tumlngthe areainto Uptown. Dlsappeaqng isthe camara- to wean herself from the drug, Zoloft, by taking
and Kitchen in derie he felt back when he was the unofficial mascot of come- smaller and smaller doses.
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A group of cyclists rides east on Elm Street. Deep Ellum Foundation executive director Jessica Burnham says the neighborhood is “a land of opportunity” where “everyone is sup-

posed to and should feel welcome.”

Deep Ellum’s had many lives

ContinuedfromPagelA

as-you-are Deep Ellumin the early
days of its revival.

“The change, for the businesses,
obviouslyit’sgood,” Martinez said.
“But for somebody whoisn’ttoointo
large crowds or constantloud music
orjustloud noisesin general, it's abit
of adowner to go down there now.”

Welcome (back)

Deep Ellumis having amoment.
Parking can be hard to come by.
Crowds fill the sidewalks day and
night for barbecue and ice cream
and live music and doughnuts and
craftbeer.

People want to move there. A new
residential tower, the 17-story Case
Building, looms over Main Street on
the eastern side. Other apartments
have popped upinrecentyearson
the outskirts. Another tower with
plans foraground-level grocery
storeis under construction. A giant
hole near Canton and Malcolm X
sits where another complex will go
up. And amixed-use behemoth, The
Epic, isrising across Good-Latimer
and taking the historicand long-
vacant Union Bankers building with
it.

Asof2017, propertyvalues in-
creased by 143 percentin Deep El-
lum and nearby Exposition Park
since 2005, when the city created a
tax-increment financing district,
better known as a TIF, to speed
development in what was a declin-
ingarea.

But Deep Ellum has alreadylived
many lives. The neighborhood has
been anindustrial zone, a shanty-
town, ahome ofthebluesand a
punk-and-grunge music scene.

Inthe early1980s, it was bohemi-
an — filled with artistsand mu-
sicians. The city took multiple stabs
atrezoningthe areaforyears, in-
cludingthe creation ofa“planned
development district” over the ob-
jection of 200 small businesses.

Developersinyears that followed
believed Deep Ellum could be Dal-
las’answer to SoHo, the once sketchy
Manhattan neighborhood that
became an artists’haven, then a
neighborhood too expensive for
artists.

The savings & loan crisis and oil
bust dashed those hopes. But Deep
Ellum began torise again in the late
1980s and early1990s, becoming a
live music hub known for places like
Trees, Green Room, the Bomb Fac-
tory, Gypsy Tea Room and Deep
Ellum Live.

Declinereturned in the early
2000s as crime concerns mounted.
The financial crisis of 2008 ex-

tinguished hope for a turnaround.

The old-timer

In astrange way, the rally around
Martinezbecame asort of public com-
ing-out party for the latest revival. It
helped display and further develop
bondsbetween the business owners
who had weathered thelast downturn
and the new owners who had begun
populating previously empty build-
ings. Martinez — justa patrol officer
who checked in on them — was every-
one’s protector.

Frank Campagna, owner of Kettle
Art,was among the first to speak out
about Martinez.

Anelder statesman of Deep Ellum,
Campagnawas drawn to the area’s
lightindustrial buildings, walkability
and history when his family moved to
Dallas from Philadelphiain the 1970s.
Hehadlived in Deep Ellum — not
always legally — and painted murals,
promoted concerts and ran publica-

2014 File Photo

“Deep Ellum has a spirit of its own
as far as I’'m concerned,” says
Kettle Art owner Frank Campa-
gna, a fixture since the 1970s.

tions.

Onarecentwalk through the
neighborhood, he showed off where
old businesses opened, thrived and
died during the ups and downs. A few

families, who didn’t come by much in
the old days, passed by him. His murals
— such as one ofa Robot and Dinosaur
fighting on a TV screen, aspaceship
picking up acow and the colorful wall
of Cafe Brazil — have been seen by
different generations of passers-by.

Aspeople passed along Elm Street
onarecent Friday afternoon, Campa-
gnaremembered when the street was
empty save for a few businesses, in-
cludinghis, which he moved to Main
Street a fewyears ago. He likes to point
out he once got his transmission fixed
atwhatis now Stirr, a posh barand
restaurant.

He sometimes misses some of the
old things, such as the painted Good-
Latimer tunnels that were ripped out
for Dallas Area Rapid Transit. Buthe
believes removing the tunnels was the
right decision.

The tunnels “were stinky and they
were dirty and they were covered in
glassand urine,” he said. “They’re
better remembered than they were in

2017 File Photo/Staff

Deep Ellum has already lived many lives: an industrial zone, a shantytown, a home of the blues, a punk-and-
grunge music scene, and a haven for live music and art. Now a large residential component is being added.

actuality”

The sidewalks Campagna walks on
now are much cleaner, although Elm
hasbeen torn up recently while new
utilities goin.

Campagna is happy with the way
things are going. He still likes the
grittiness, the cast of characters and
thelive music. Some of the scene now
isn’t for him and he has a couple of
gripes as abusinessman, like about
howhe wishes the people lined up for
Pecan Lodge barbecue would also stick
around forlocal art.

Buthehasadapted before and is
doingso again. And he believes it will
take awhileto force out old-timers
from Deep Ellum. Besides, the neigh-
borhood has always seemed to be
protected by almost mystical forces, he
said.

“Deep Ellum has a spirit of its own
asfarasI'm concerned,” he said.

Planning for the future

Jessica Burnham, executive direc-
tor of the Deep Ellum Foundation, said
the neighborhood still has “places you
won't find opening up anywhere else”
in Dallas. She called it “aland of oppor-
tunity” where “everyone is supposed to
and should feel welcome.”

“The people that come from Up-
town and come from other areas, they
don’twantittoturn
into Uptown either,”
shesaid. “Deep Ellum,
youdon’'thave any-
whereelse”

Buttoavoid the
downfalls of the past,

N Deep Ellum needs
JESSICA “theresidential com-
BURNHAM ponentwe haven’t
had,” Burnham said.

“You can’tjust have bars and restau-
rants and burgerjoints,”she said.

The goal of plannersisto create a
hodgepodge of different uses, day and
night, in Deep Ellum. Apartments are
hotright now, and the city’s TTF dis-
trict report shows that the construc-
tion of newhousingis outpacing the
goals for office and retail space and
hotel rooms, which are planned but
havebeen absentso far.

Jon Hetzel of Madison Partners,
which owns propertyin the area, said,
“one of the big things that has caused
the bigboom and bust cycle of the past
isthat it was an entertainment district
and only an entertainment district.”

“Our hopeis we're entering amore
stable mixed-use era,” he said.

Hetzel, wholeads the Public Im-
provement District in Deep Ellum and
chairsthearea’s TIF board, also said
security will be a challenge, but “a
manageable challenge””

SeelSSOUL Page 21A
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[s soul
of Deep
Ellum
safe?

ContinuedfromPage20A

Deputy Police Chief Scott
Walton said safety will always
beaconcern “anywhere where
youhave alotof people,” espe-
cially of the inebriated variety.
Police have beefed up their
presence in the area and off-
duty officers also work there on
busy nights. Trafficand parking
will continue to be concerns for
police, he said.

But Hetzel said he’snot as
worried about the parking
because lots and garages are
anathemato pedestrians.

“Name pretty much any
really successful urban neigh-
borhood in this country, and
what do they have in common?
Horrible parking,”he said.

Hetzel also creditsinfra-
structure changes, such as
betterlighting and wider side-
walks on Elm Street.

Major infrastructure chang-
esarestill coming. The DART
rail station on Good-Latimer
figures to go away as a subway
changes thatline’s config-
uration. Unseen but also un-
derground will be a massive
new drainage tunnel that will
help keep the areanear Baylor
University Hospital from flood-
ing. Commerce and Elm will be
turned into two-way streets in
theyears ahead. Commerce will
also get wider sidewalks.

Patrick Kennedy, an urban
planner, believes the more
pedestrian-friendly Elm Street
has driven much of the devel-
opment of the last few years.
Kennedy has alsobeen thelead
proponent of the removal of
Interstate 345, which separates
Deep Ellum from downtown.

Kennedylived in Deep
Ellum when he first moved to
Dallas. The area’s growth has
been positive for the city, and
the new apartments springing
up showthe demand for urban
housing, he said.

The nostalgia for the Deep
Ellum of old confuses Kennedy.
Hesaid he’snotsure which era
people are referring to because
the neighborhood has con-
stantly changed.

“Butyoudon’twantittoend
upinaplace where it becomes
homogenous,” he said. “That’s
where the big fearis: that gen-
trification is a cultural nerve gas
that eliminates anything of
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Stephanie Johnson was a co-organizer of the Deep Ellum group that supported Dallas police Officer Jesus Martinez in 2014. She no longer works in the
neighborhood but keeps it in her heart. “You can’t not love a place like that,” she says.

interest. And I think that’s the
real sortof nuttobe cracked in
all areas.”

The developer

Developer Scott Rohrman
said Deep Ellum s going tolook
differentin a fewyears, but
people want the artistic spirit of
thearea. He
hopes other
developersin
the future
don’t miss that.

“Ifwedon’t
putvalue on
wanting things
thatfeed the
soul, of want-
ingart, of
saying I'm willing to make less
moneyto lease to someone who
makeslessrentbutaddstothe
fabric of the neighborhood,
thenwe've gotaproblem,”he
said.

Buttheareais much more
profitable than it was when
Rohrman firstbought dozens of
buildings in the neighborhood.
Back then, he couldn’t get many
banks orinvestors interested
because of Deep Ellum’s history
ofbooms and busts and the
general stigma around safety.

“TheonlyreasonIgotit
done wasbecause T had some

ROHRMAN

S l\ /l l , McFarlin Auditorium

SMU campus

8 p.m.

214-768-8283
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investors who had invested
money with mein the pastand
theysaid, ‘Well, we've been
successful with you in the past.
Butnobodywanted todoit
because it was Deep Ellum,” he
said. “Everybody said we don’t
want todoitbecauseit’s Deep
Ellum.”

Rohrman saw potential. He
liked the gridded streetsand
the old buildings, and heloved
the people he met at places such
as St. Pete’s Dancing Marlin.
Butbefore he could attract
businesses like Pecan Lodge
and BrainDead Brewing, Rohr-
man had to help clean up the
area’s seedier side. Inside one
building, he found a two-way
mirror, what appearedtobea
stage forastripper and atable
with used syringes nearby.
Businesses that didn't meet his
standards got the boot.

Rohrman, who hassold
mostofhis propertiesin the
area, said the neighborhood
will protectitself. And despite
some of his own concerns,
others who complain about the
pastshould know “there’s al-
ways goingtobeaplacetofinda
deserted bar on adeserted
street,”he said.

“T'lljust speak frankly; he
said. “If what you want is your
localbar on adeserted street
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SHAWN ACHOR

A native Texan, Shawn Achor is a bestselling author
noted for his research on happiness and the promotion
of positive psychology. Achor has discovered research
exhibiting how changing mindsets about stress alters the
physical effects of stress. In 2007, he founded GoodThink,
a company that offers coaching services and seminars
focused on positive psychology to improve workplace
performance. Achor is the author of The Happiness
Advantage and Before Happiness.
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and there’sno one in the park-
inglotand you can get an easy
parking space, then what you
wantis whatyouwant. And
what you want is not what's best
forthe city”

The patron

Martinezis still wistful for
the place that “seemed worlds
away from the crazed partying
and the glamour of other parts
ofthe city” A few newbarsin
Deep Ellum seemed to bring

thatscene closer to Uptown.

Stephanie Johnson helped
lead the campaign to “Save
Jesus”as much as anyone. She
loved Deep Ellum for all the
same reasons Martinez did. She
worked there as a hair stylist
and has hung out there for
years. Her husband works at
Tigger’s,along-standing Deep
Ellum tattoo parlor.

Johnson believes people will
embrace the culture of Deep
Ellum even as others might
“kind of barrel in” and not un-

derstand the culture of the
neighborhood.

She nowworksin Lower
Greenville, which s closer to
herhome. But shestill loves
Deep Ellum. The neighbor-
hood, Johnson said, doesn’t
need saving.

“There’stoo much tolove
down there,” she said. “You can’t
notlove aplacelike that. It was
amatter of time before every-
oneelse figured it out.”

Twitter: @TristanHallman
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The Bridge celebrates 10 years

DN-1675766-01

Thanks to our supporters for helping us provide compassionate
services, care and relief for Dallas’most impoverished citizens.

In 10 years, The Bridge has made a BIG Impact:

o Provided Day Shelter to 39,700+ guests

« Provided Night Shelter to 14,000+ guests
e Served 4.5 Million+ meals
« Provided 227,300+ Care Management sessions

We need your help to continue our impact on the Dallas community!
Go to the bridgenorthtexas.org/give or text BRIDGE10YEARS
to 41444 to donate and help your neighbor on their path

LBRlDGE

to homeless recovery.

PROUD TO BE ONE OF
N THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

CHARITIES

of homeless recovery this May!




