
� Burn less wood/coal
� Makes lighting stoves easier
� Stove heats faster and for longer
� Improves burning efficiency
� Reduces smoke significantly
� Anti-downdraught 
� Cleaner wood burner, glass,
      flue and cowl
� Suitable for chimney pots 

& twin wall flues
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TEL: 0845�130�5715 FAX: 0845�130�5725 EMAIL: sales@midtecllp.com WEB: www.midtecllp.com

Unit�9,�Capel�Hendre�Industrial�Estate,�Ammanford��SA18�3SJ

Call�us�today�for�more�details FREEPHONE 0800�019�5715

Quality�Anti-
downdraught
Terminals�and
Cowls
Gas�terminals
����
�������

���������
���
��	������
Lobster�backs
Rain���
Chimney�caps
Vedettes
Flue�liner
Birdguards
Oil�Cowls
Flue�system
terminals
Revolvers
Chimterms
Pothangers
Flue�adapter��
&�connectors
Storm�collars
Square�co����
PH�Products

Great�prices
direct�from�the
manufacturer

All�cowls�displayed�above
are�anti-downdraught
cowls�approved�by�BSRIA
to�BSEN�1856:1������
&�BSEN�1443:2003

Fuels Materials Finishes
Gas Aluminium Natural
Oil� Galvanised�Steel Terracotta
Solid�Fuel Stainless�steel Buff
Wood Copper Black

New Midtec A4  30/6/08  16:35  Page 1

‘We�������
our�flue�liner�cowls
are�the�best�on�the

market
why�settle�����

less’
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Welcome to the latest edition of the NACS
Chimney Journal Magazine, where you
will find some very interesting articles and
adverts throughout.

 The NACS National Chimney Training
Centre has been very busy this year, and
following the successful expansion of the
existing training facilities we will be 
offering additional training courses next
year, including the HETAS H004 Wet 
Installer Course, and the H005DE Biomass Course. The Training
Centre proves very popular with Chimney Sweeping and HETAS
Courses and we urge anyone interested in booking a course to
secure their place early to avoid disappointment. In addition to
the Chimney Sweeping and HETAS Courses, the NACS National
Chimney Training Centre also runs a CCTV Inspection & Survey,
Chimney & Flue Maintenance, Flue Smoke Testing, Rooftop & 
Ladder Safety, and NVQ Chimney Engineering Courses. All 
training courses can be booked online via the NACS webshop at
www.nacs.org.uk

 The NACS Exhibition 2015 is currently being organised and will
take place from 23rd to 25th April 2015 at the Holiday Inn 
Stratford upon Avon. I am pleased to announce that the majority
of the stands have already been booked, by both returning and
new exhibitors. The NACS Exhibition has become very well 
recognised throughout the industry and appears to be very well
received by all the visitors that attend. We really hope to see all
of our Members there to show their support for their Association.

 NACS Membership continues to increase. The NACS has 
successfully ran 8 Chimney Sweeping Training Courses which has
given then NACS a big increase in Membership numbers.

 Plans for 2015 – the NACS is planning to raise the profile of
the Association by running a series of adverts via trade 
publications, online websites, local and national exhibitions and
shows, and we will be attending again at the Hearth & Home 
Exhibition in Harrogate in June 2015. If any Member has any
ideas or suggestions to help promote the NACS then please email
myself at president@nacs.org.uk

I really hope you are all experiencing a successful season so far
this year, and continue to do so. On behalf of the NACS Board of
Directors, Area Assessment Inspectors and the NACS Office, I
would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year. I look forward to seeing you all at the NACS
Exhibition in April 2015.

Best regards,
Martin P Glynn
NACS President & CEO

Did you know you can now follow
NACS on Twitter and Facebook?

Scan here with a QR reader
app for direct access to
NACS wherever you are!

!
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NEW NACS MEMBERS
No. NAME COMPANY TOWN COUNTY 

13/036 Mr Paul Adams Adams Chimney Sweep Reading Berkshire 

14/063 Mr Joshua Barlow J. Barlow Construction Halifax West Yorkshire 

14/009 Ms Geneva Beaufort “Cinders” Waytown Dorset 

14/020 Mr Kris Blake ACS Chimneys Reading Berkshire 

14/101 Mr Tony Boddy Myevac Fireplaces Ltd Glossop Derbyshire

14/035 Mr Ian Cameron Cameron’s Chimney Sweep Ltd Coulter South Lanarkshire

14/039 Mr Richard Cook Getmychimneyswept.com Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire 

13/074 Mr Jon Cox Jon Cox Chimney & Oil Services Dulverton Somerset

14/050 Mr Nick Dawson TBC Grimsby North East Lincolnshire

14/005 Mr Lee Doman Phoenix Chimney Services Frome Somerset

14/054 Miss Louise Drinkwater c/o TOAST Winchester Hampshire 

14/036 Mr Trenton Duffie c/o Fit Safe UK Limited Sale Cheshire 

14/040 Mr Peter Edwin Edwin’s Installations Sudbury Suffolk

14/031 Mr Nigel Elliott Coast & Country Sweeps Newbiggin by the Sea Northumberland

14/041 Mr Michael Fogg c/o Vulcan Home Ltd Tunbridge Wells Kent 

14/017 Mr Gary Graham The Sweeps Pinner Middlesex

14/058 Mr Jamie Hall c/o Rykneld Homes Ltd Wingerworth Chesterfield

14/069 Mr Jake Heaver c/o Dalen Woodburners Ltd Salisbury Wiltshire 

14/034 Mr David Heenan c/o Fit Safe UK Limited Sale Cheshire 

14/044 Ms Alison Hill The Soot Fairy Petersfield Hampshire

14/047 Mr Stuart Hughes ABoC Fuels Walkerville Newcastle upon Tyne

11/813 Mr Tom Jones Tom Jones Caernarfon Gwynedd

14/051 Mr Lee Kirkpatrick Complete Chimney Care UK Workington Cumbria 

14/026 Mr John Legg John Legg Chimney Sweeping Services Annan Dumfriesshire 

14/059 Mr Shaun Maris c/o Rykneld Homes Ltd Wingerworth Chesterfield 

14/096 Mr Farrell McGeoch c/o Settle Chimney Sweep Services Settle North Yorkshire

14/006 Mr Darius Norton Brushed Up Bridport Dorset

13/095 Mr Patrick O’Brien Sweep of the Glens Antrim Northern Ireland 

14/097 Mr Andrew Pawluk The Chimney Sweep Narbeth Pembrokeshire

13/077 Mr Richard Peacock Peacock Chimney Services Faringdon Oxfordshire 

14/015 Mr Craig Pye Master Sweep Limited Northwich Cheshire

14/072 Mr Brandon Scott-McCook London Fireplace Specialist Lewisham London

14/074 Mr David Shipley Northumbrian Sweeps North Shields Tyne & Wear

14/053 Mr Chris Smith c/o TOAST Winchester Hampshire 

14/048 Mr Antony Spanton A & E Professional Chimney Sweep  Ludworth Durham

14/075 Mr Wayne Sumner TBC Skegness Lincolnshire

14/095 Mr Damion Thorpe c/o Kingsley Eco Solutions Worthing West Sussex

14/019 Mr Alex Threlfell The Southborough Sweep Tunbridge Wells Kent

14/054 Mr Paul Virgo TBC Reading Berkshire

14/056 Mrs Katie Wiggins Katie Sweep – Chimney Services York North Yorkshire

13/087 Mr Tsiry Wilkinson Greenfires Lancaster Lancashire

14/098 Mr Richard Woods c/o Settle Chimney Sweep Services Settle North Yorkshire 
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NACS OFFICIALS

Board of Directors

Martin P. Glynn
NACS President & CEO

Finance Committee
Training Committee

t: 01303 891691
e: president@nacs.org.uk

Bob Leonard
Chairman & Director
Finance Committee
Training Committee

t: 01482 890952

David Donald
Head of Training & Director

Training Committee
t: 01995 603615

Ron Clark
Honorary Life Vice President,

Vice Chairman & Director
t: 01745 813704

Vic Crompton
Technical Director &

Honorary Life Vice President
t: 01257 264100

Rod Murdoch
Director of Safety

Training Committee
t: 01926 887195

NACS Office

Sally Caine
General Manager

Finance Committee
e: office@nacs.org.uk

Jim Lambeth
NACS Technical Advisor
e: advice@nacs.org.uk

t: 07548 787921

Sandra Mitchell
Honorary Life President

t: 01823 278255

Area Assessment Inspectors

Martin P. Glynn (Kent)
t: 01303 891691

Bob Leonard (Yorkshire)
t: 01482 890952

Vic Crompton (Preston)
t: 01257 264100

Graeme Pattison (Wiltshire)
t: 01666 837837

David Donald (Lancashire)
t: 01995 603615

Ron Clark (North Wales)
t: 01745 813704

Alex Glynn (Essex)
t: 01279 424983

Ray Langford (Middlesex)
t: 020 8868 0696

Gordon McKinlay (Glasgow)
t: 0141 336 7742

Rod Murdoch (Warwickshire)
t: 01926 887195

Kenny Paterson (Aberdeenshire)
t: 01339 883272

Gary Strowbridge (West Sussex)
T: 01730 812011

The National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Units 14-15 Emerald Way, Stone Business Park, Stone, Staffordshire, ST15 0SR
t: 01785 811732 f: 01785 811712 e: office@nacs.org.uk w: www.nacs.org.uk
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Call 01446 771567for special deals! 
sales@topstak.co.uk    

www.topstak.co.uk

Great Discounts  |  Next Day Delivery  |  Wide Product Range  |  Extensive Stock

Flexible                    liner rods and brushes
A range of very flexible and robust rods with a choice of stiff bristle brushes 
designed for sweeping flexible multifuel flue liners.

Flexible rods 
Superflex nylon with brass screw fitting

Length RRP 
ex VAT 

RRP
with VAT

Trade Price
ex VAT

1 metre £10.79 £12.95 £7.55 

1.5 metres £13.75 £16.50 £9.63 

2 metres £15.42 £18.50 £10.79 

Bristle brushes
Stiff bristle with protected end and brass screw fitting

Diameter  
inches/mm

RRP 
ex VAT 

RRP
with VAT

Trade Price
ex VAT

5˝/125mm £13.50 £16.20 £9.45 

6˝/150mm £14.00 £16.80 £9.80 

7˝/180mm £14.50 £17.40 £10.15 

8˝/200mm £15.00 £18.00 £10.50

Chimney Notice Plates
As required by J4 of the Building Regulations 
and Approved Document J2010 for hearth, 
fireplace, flue and chimney installations.

•  Low cost  
•  Durable metal plate 
•  Compact size 110 x 110mm 
•  Easy to complete with marker pen  
•  Supplied in singles or bulk

£15 for a pack of 10

Free delivery on orders over £100 ex VAT

The chimney suppliers with a difference...

Great Discounts  |  Next Day Delivery  |  Wide Product Range  |  Extensive Stock
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There have been lots of things said, and 
misconceptions about Rodtech. During this festive
season we want the industry to look at Rodtech, as
a brand, and company, so that you can make your
own minds up as to your views.

Our history starts back in 1986 when the founder
and MD of Rodtech (Bob Russell) became a 
Chimney Sweep. Then in ’87 and ’89 so did his two
sons, latterly so did his son-in-law, daughter, and
just starting his apprenticeship as a Sweep is Bobs’
eldest Grandson. Skipping forward to 2004 Bob
saw a system of connecting rods that could aid him
in solving a problem with a tar choked flue, and so
the testing and development started on what you
see today as our power Sweeping equipment.

Initially there was a lot of resistance to this idea,
but through testing, approvals and more and more
Chimney Sweeps using the equipment confidence
in the product increased. Due to this early 
resistance towards this method of Sweeping
Rodtech were able to capitalise in this market, and
we are probably now recognised as the leading
company within this sector, and have customers
from all over the world and Agents in; UK, Sweden,
Denmark, Norway, Netherland, Belgium, France,
Italy, Slovenia, Ireland and Russia to name but a
few and still growing. A special Thank You to the
National Association of Chimney Sweeps (NACS)
and Specflue who participated in the testing of the
Power Sweeping equipment and allowing the use
of their training centres.

Please be aware due to the growth in Power
Sweeping, we have effected other companies, and
as such more and more companies will try and
catch up in selling this type of equipment. We do
listen to the Sweeps and we try and come up with
equipment, manuals, web assistance etc. that will
aid you in your profession, we have developed and
tested products we now sell through doing this,
from the brass ferruled ends to the zipped rod bag,
and we are always open to ideas.

So many of you may be asking; why we offered
NACS the option of becoming an agent here in the
UK? The answer is that we believe in training and
professionalism! It actually makes no commercial
sense to do this in the UK, as it lowers our turn over
and sets us up with more competition!

Remembering that Rodtech is run by ex-Sweeps
with years of experience, we believe that this 
industry needs a voice, it needs to be heard and it
requires Governmental pressure applied. It needs
to recognise a trade group (much as it does Gas
Safe) for the benefit of its members and more 
importantly the consumer! Many of you will have
come across instances where un-registered Sweeps,
who have not only made a horrendous mess, but
have also left Chimneys in a dangerous condition.

This practice needs to stop and there should be
some form of regulation for the profession.

The National Association of Chimney Sweeps
(NACS) is the only organisation trying to gain the
same things as we believe in, and more 
importantly, they do this for their Members. The
NACS is included in Building Regulations Document
J. To assist the NACS to help raise funds towards
the work they do, we became Associate Members.
We have also helped for FREE with IT skills and 
support of their web-shop development. Rodtech
have also donated a training rig, equipment and
tools to be used at

their National Chimney Training Centre. We have
helped with the NACS training program to include
Power Sweeping, and we will continue to support
the NACS, including all its Members.

Our doors and phone are open to any member, if
you have a problem and require assistance 
(traditional or power Sweeping) and you just want
to make sure you are offering the correct advice, or
you are doing the right job for the customer, call
us… We are open Monday to Thursday 9am to
5pm and until 4pm on Friday. We have a very 
experienced team here and if we can assist you we
will.

We hope that this gives you some insight into
Rodtech, and the whole team wishes every Member
of NACS (and future members) a very HAPPY
CHRISTMAS and a very prosperous NEW YEAR.

Tony Russell
Sales Director
On behalf of the Rodtech Team
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ASSISTING THE CHIMNEY SWEEPING TRADE
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VENTILATION
I am sure we are all aware of the need of adequate
ventilation into a room in order for any chimney to
work effectively and efficiently. In turn the chimney
draws combustion air through the fire-bed to assist
combustion. Therefore, sufficient ventilation is 
essential in all instances.

With older properties this is seldom a problem due
to the draughty nature of the construction but in
today’s world where energy conservation is 
paramount air supply can be a challenge.

New homes are being built to air-tight standards
which preclude the availability of adventitious 
ventilation. In addition, customers are encouraged
to fit new high performance doors and windows
which reduce ‘normal’ ventilation rates. Thus, we
are entering a time where it is sometimes necessary
to provide air for every kilowatt of stove output,
whilst it is almost impossible to cater for an open
fire.

To help cope with this scenario many stove 
manufacturers are marketing appliances which 
incorporate a direct air supply from outside the
building. They are particularly useful in new 
properties where SAP calculations penalise homes
with chimneys and additional ventilation or homes
with heat recovery systems.

However, a word of caution – current Building 
Regulations ADJ still demands ventilation for all 
appliances as per Table 1. When the 2010 edition
was issued direct air supply was not an option and
therefore is not addressed. Similarly, BS 8303 
‘Installation of Domestic Heating and Cooking 
Appliances Burning Solid Mineral Fuels’ was last 
issued in 1994 and obviously makes no mention of
this appliance type either.

For your information, BS 8303 is currently under 
revision and will in future contain reference to 
direct air supply together with guidance on its use.
I anticipate it could be published next year. Should
this happen in time there is every chance that the
2015 revisions to ADJ could be reflected in that
document also.

Meantime, ADJ still applies – unless the stove 
manufacturer can provide evidence to the contrary
sufficient to persuade local Building Control to
override current practice.

New homes fitted with heat recovers systems 
present a slightly different set of problems when a

conventional stove is fitted. Ventilation engineers
tend to design the air movement to achieve 
positive, negative or neutral air pressure in the
dwelling, depending on the proposed use. Kitchens
and bathrooms will require negative pressure so
that steam and cooking smells are removed. Living
rooms may be either under positive or neutral air
pressure.

Any room under positive pressure will allow air to
pass to the outside should you create a hole in the
wall, therefore a traditional air vent will not achieve
its purpose. However, it is

also possible for a mechanical ventilation system to
provide sufficient air for both the fire and the 
chimney to operate satisfactory, but would need to
be confirmed by the ventilation system
designers/installers. I believe that, in the event of a
power cut, air can still be drawn into the room via
the ductwork, therefore by definition there is a 
direct air supply from outside.

Of course, as this arrangement is contrary to the 
requirement of ADJ it must be also agreed by local
Building Control Officers before proceeding.

Jim Lambeth
NACS Technical Advisor
e: advice@nacs.org.uk

NACS are now agents for the
Rodtech Power Sweeping Rotary

Equipment.  

Buy online now at 
www.nacs.org.uk 
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Firespares has been in business for over 20 years
and, while the name at the beginning said it all,
over the years the company has become much
more than just a spares supplier.

The company has recently published its latest range
of prices lists on its website (www.firespares.co.uk)
which cover a diverse range of products including
appliances, flues and fitting accessories. Mark
Turner of Firespares commented:

“As the years have passed by the products we sell
are now less geared to spares and more to the 
appliances and associated products themselves.
Whilst we will never leave the spares industry 
behind, we are keen to let our customers know
about the full range of products we carry, hence
our new price lists.”

Based in South Yorkshire, Firespares has over
8,000ft2 of storage for its product range and offers
delivery via its own vehicles or by overnight express
courier. Mark added:

“We offer a dedicated trade log in via our website
where registered users can access information and
price lists, plus we have a highly experienced team
that can be contacted by phone to guide customers
through the maze of parts and part numbers. We
can offer one of the largest range of branded
stoves available to the trade under one roof, plus
we also supply the Schiedel range of flexible and
rigid flue systems from stock, available for next day
delivery. As the heating season hots up, we invite
existing and new customers alike to take a look at
our updated price lists and our range of products.”

Visit www.firespares.co.uk for more information.

MORE THAN JUST SPARES
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Local manufacturer and retailer OER fireplaces, 
Longton have acclaimed the much coveted award of
‘product of the year’ within the fireplace industry at
the International Hearth & Home exhibition last 
weekend.

The show brought multi-million manufacturers and
retailers together in the competition for the largest
award on their mantel piece, and it was OER who
were awarded for their innovative design and 
impressive standards of quality. The ‘Glenmore Suite’
which comprised of a new washed wooden surround,
chamber and multifuel stove won two awards and

can be seen on display in their showroom. Known for
their bespoke made to measure services on all timber
and tiles crafted in house, and for showcasing the
best of British products, OER always has the customer
in mind. 

OER have consistently won many awards over the last
15 years for their designs, quality & service and are
the UK’s leading fireplace manufacturer supplying re-
tail show room, architects and builders throughout
the UK, with exports to Dubai, Russia and European
markets.

OER HAVE DONE IT AGAIN

In recent months I have come across several 
instances where installers have been advising 
customers that 316 grade stainless steel flexible
flue liners are not suitable for multi-fuel appliances
where there is opportunity to burn coal or 
smokeless fuels.

I do not know from where this information is 
derived as it is totally incorrect. It is however 
causing enormous confusion with customers. 
Furthermore, it implies that the more expensive 904
grade is the only option for multi-fuel appliances.

All manufacturers of stainless steel flexible liners
declare that their products are suitable for use with
open fires, multi-fuel stoves and wood-burners.
Many also go on to explain that 904 grade is ideal
for appliances burning solid mineral fuel due to the
increased resistance to corrosion.

It is well documented that continuous slow burning
results in low flue gas temperatures can cause 
corrosion of the flue liner, irrespective of the grade
of stainless steel fitted. If a customer insists on
using their fire in that way I would recommend
they consider some alternative liner such as a 
ceramic system which is more resistant to corrosive
condensates.

Sadly, many installers are fixated on flexible liners
and will not consider the alternatives which, of
course, they are often unable to personally provide.
However, NACE Installer Members are able to offer
guidance on other methods, if required.

Jim Lambeth
NACS Technical Advisor
e: advice@nacs.org.uk

FLEXIBLE FLUE LINERS
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Colt Cowls 
   + Flues

Better
Quality  
Better  
Value

Call for your 2014 catalogue… 
Sales: 0870 241 1041  
www.coltcowls.com
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The National Association of Chimney Sweeps
invites you to the 

UK’s Largest Chimney Sweeping Exhibition

23rd – 25th April 2015

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT 

www.nacs.org.uk

Centrally 
located venue 
for everyone’s 
convenience

-

VENUE:
The Holiday Inn

Bridgfoot 
Stratford upon Avon

Warwickshire
CV37 6YR

FREE Entry

FREE Parking

Open to both the trade & the public

FREE Seminars & Technical Advice

Information on new industry 
products & latest technologies

FREE tea & coffee for all visitors
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Schiedel produces world’s first energy efficient
and Passivhaus-approved stove chimney 
system. This is already a Hearth Home award
winning design. 

The UK’s largest producer of Chimney System has
just launched a new generation water heating
stove system for energy efficient homes. The
groundbreaking ABSOLUT XPert. Schiedel, 
designed the Absolut XPert to meet the needs of
modern, eco-friendly and minimalist home owners
that like the look of stove fire but don’t need one
to provide heat.

The XPert Chimney System is technically more 
advanced than other chimney systems on the 
market, and allows new build energy efficient
homes to enjoy the comfort-factor of a burner,
without compromising their carbon zero rating.
The water heating stove system features an 
integrated insulated combustion air shaft, which
allows it to burn all types of fuel and work safely
and efficiently in modern air-tight environments. It
has just become the first such system be certified
by the prestigious.

Approved by the Passvihaus, or passive house, In-
stitut for energy efficiency The XPert Chimney Sys-
tem has scooped the fluing and ventilation product
of the year from the Hearth & Home Trade Show.

Schiedel UK’s David Wright said: “As a company,
Scheidel Chimney Systems is continually looking at
the needs of the market. “This new product 
extends the stove market range by providing

houses with the comfort and aesthetics of a stove
where there is not a need for heating, but there is
a need for a system to heat water. “When 
designing the Absolut XPert, we had to ensure it
was able to satisfy both the needs of modern 
heating technology and the latest energy efficiency
building techniques. The Government wants all
new-build homes to be zero-carbon from 2016, so
this is a market that is set to expand rapidly.” 

Absolut XPert was developed especially to 
circumvent the common problems that prevent 
traditional chimney systems ticking all the energy
efficient boxes. It is insulated by a core of foam
concrete within the shaft to prevent condensation
forming on the chimney block in cold weather,
which can lead to mould and damp spots. The 
insulation also prevents heat being lost to the 
outside via the sensitive top and bottom of the
chimney, and its lining is designed as fire, gas, oil
and condensation resistant. Importantly, for the
new generation of air-tight homes, the Absolut
XPert system uses an integrated insulated air shaft
which supplies the appliance with the right amount
of air it needs for combustion, drawn directly from
above the roof. The liner is GW3 rated will not
crack in extremes of temperature and will continue
its optimum performance even after a chimney fire.
Mr Wright said: “Energy efficient homes are 
designed to retain heat and stop it being lost 
outside, so they are airtight. This presents 
particular challenges for traditional chimneys, but
the unique design of the Absolut XPert means it is
also airtight, and because it uses thermal blocks, it
prevents heat being lost through the roof.” The 
system works with Passivhaus approved stoves,
such as those produced by Rika, to combine the
great look of a burner with the practical element
of producing hot water for the home. To find out
more about the technology behind the Absolut
XPert, go to 
w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / u s e r / S c h i e d e l U K 
For more information contact David Wright at
Schiedel on 0191 416 1150.

Media Contact:
Barbara Huddart
T. 01668 283 044
E. info@glendalepr.co.uk

SCHIEDEL / GLEDHILL
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137FAST facts

NEW HETAS
HEADQUARTERS 
HETAS has moved to new offices in 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire. The organisation
which specialises in solid fuel and biomass had
been based near Cheltenham since 2007. 

HETAS provides a wide range of services for the
solid fuel, biomass and renewable energy 
sector including product approvals, training,
assessment and registration for installers, and
also operates product and installer approvals
for the Microgeneration Certification Scheme.

Their new address is HETAS, Severn House, Unit
5, Newtown Trading Estate, Green Lane,
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 8HD. Their
telephone number has also changed to 01684
278170.
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Competitively priced sweeping rods specially made
for flexible flue liners have been launched by 
Topstak, who supply the trade with chimney 
systems including the exclusive Multiflex multifuel
liner.

The rods are available in a very useful 2 metre
length and also in 1 or 1.5 metre lengths. Topstak
makes the rods to a very high standard using very
flexible and robust half inch nylon rod fitted with
brass threaded ends for quick jointing. A range of
brushes is also available.

Topstak provides a free display and dispenser unit
for anyone in the trade buying their first “bundle
order”.

“Sales of our new rods are exceeding expectations”
says Topstak Director Adam Pedersen, who adds
“customer feedback has been great, particularly in
terms of quality, quick delivery and very competitive
trade prices”.

More details on www.topstak.co.uk or 
01446 771567 alternatively contact 
adam.pedersen@topstak.co.uk

NEW PRODUCT LAUNCH BY TOPSTAK
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Chimney sweeping has lots of 
traditions, superstitions and Myths,
some true, some we might take with a
pinch of salt?
Legend and Myth has two differing 
versions of why Chimney sweeps are
lucky at weddings;
The first dates to 1066 approximately,
when King William was saved by a
chimney sweep, legend has it, that a
sweep pushed the king out of the way
of a runaway horse and carriage, and
as reward the king invited the sweep to
his daughter’s wedding. The king 
declared all sweeps to be lucky, and
they were allowed wear top hats 
(previously reserved for royalty and
gentry).
The second legend is that, a sweep
cleaning a flue from the Top down, lost
his footing and fell from the roof. He got
caught on the gutter and hanging 
upside down by his foot, a young lady
reached through the window and
pulled him in, saving his life. Her hand
in marriage was intended for another

but, the sweep and lady fell in love and
were later married.
It is not for us to disprove these myths
and legends, but we all have to 
evaluate the validity of things we hear
and read. Did you know for example
that as far back as 1803 a new method
of sweeping (by attaching a sweeping
head to sectional rods, which is still
being used today) was considered to be
an alternative to climbing boys, and yet
it took until 1875 for laws to be passed
by act of parliament for this barbaric
practice of climbing boys to be halted.
Are you aware that by act of parliament
1840 it is illegal for anyone under the
age of 21 to sweep chimneys?
So now where are we today with
sweeping?
We still have myths and superstitions;
such as power sweeping damages flues
and power sweeping is not approved
by liner manufacturers.
Are you aware that there has never
been an official approval of the old 
traditional methods of sweeping flues

for lined or unlined flues? This has just
been an adopted as the only method
here within the UK. Just as before no
liner manufacturer has stated that
power sweeping cannot be used within
their liners. The reason for using
Rodtech equipment is that we do have
the endorsements from the main liner
manufacturers, and more will follow.
Conception is now changing and after
10 years of development here at
Rodtech we believe we have the best
advancement to sweeping in nearly
130 years. We do not, and will not
claim to have invented this method, we
have just improved and changed it to
what you see today.
If you have any questions about our
equipment and its use, why not call us
or attend one of our training sessions
next year?

Rodtech have timed served sweeps and
we will always offer best advice.
Call us on 01953 852 952.

Tops for Chimneys and Flues
Tel: 0845 676 0702 Fax: 0845 676 0703

Email: sales@brewercowls.co.uk
www.brewercowls.co.uk

COWLS TO SOLVE YOUR
CHIMNEY PROBLEM

*BRITISH MADE

* * * *

■ Unrivalled FREE friendly technical support by expert staff

■ Extensive range including tailor-made special units

■ ALL products meet or surpass relevant British and European
Standard or Codes of Practice

TRADITIONS, SUPERSTITIONS, MYTHS AND FACTS
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Anglo Nordic, leading suppliers of heating and 
ventilation components, are pleased to announce
the addition of new stove fans to its range. It now
incorporates SmartFan Mini and SmartFan which
have been designed for stoves with a top surface
operating temperature of between 65°C and 330°C.
In addition, they will also be introducing SmartFan
LT and SmartFan LT Mini which have been designed
for stoves with a top surface operating temperature
of between 60°C and 190°C.

The SmartFan is a self-powered, clean, silent and 
efficient device that greatly improves heat 
circulation from a solid fuel burning stove. Over
three years have been spent on the design of the
SmartFan range which incorporates not one, but
two fans. Extensive prototyping and trialling have
resulted in a unit which Anglo Nordic believe is the
most efficient stove fan on the market. Both 
domestic and international patents have been 
applied for.

The device is powered by a thermoelectric
generation module (TEG) which uses the hot 

surface of the stove to generate an electric current
to propel the two fan blades. Heat, instead of rising
immediately to the ceiling, is propelled directly into

the living space and provides an increased level of
comfort and greater fuel efficiency.

The device works on a simple principle; the greater
the temperature differential between the top and
bottom sections of the fan; the greater the 
available electrical output. The increased output is
used to power two fans. The top fan is intended to
maintain a low temperature in the top section and
by incorporating an aerodynamically designed front
fan, the SmartFan can move air up to a rate of
350m3/H (200 CFM)

Features
l No external power source required
l No running costs
l Promotes efficient fuel consumption 

(Up to 20% saving)
l Effectively propels warm air into the living area
l Robust and maintenance free
l Safe and virtually silent
l 1 year guarantee
l 2 year warranty (subject to registration)

Should you require any further details on our 
range of SmartFans, please visit our website 
www.anglonordic.co.uk which contains lots of 
useful information on the use and application of
these devices and also includes information on our
range of heating and ventilation products and 
components or call 0208 979 0988.

For further press information please contact:
Mr. Andy Cottee, Anglo Nordic Burner Products Ltd,
12/14 Island Farm Avenue, West Molesey, Surrey.
KT8 2UZ. 0208 979 0988

For reader enquiries please contact:
Mr. Russell Terrett, Anglo Nordic Burner Products
Ltd, 12/14 Island Farm Avenue, West Molesey, 
Surrey. KT8 2UZ. 0208 979 0988

ANGLO NORDIC ADD NEW
STOVE FANS TO THEIR RANGE
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Bigger & better 
than ever!

Trade Price Guide

www.percydoughty.com

Percy Doughty - Farnworth
Imperial Point, Express Trading Estate, Stone Hill Road, Farnworth, BL4 9TN

Percy Doughty - Grangemouth
Penman House, 24 Abbotsinch Road, Abbotsinch Industrial Estate,  

Grangemouth, Falkirk, FK3 9UX.

T  01204 868 550   F  01204 868 551   E   sales@percydoughty.com

Our range of products is now bigger  
and better than ever!  
The new Percy Doughty Trade Price Guide,  

with over 100 pages of installation products  

and accessories, including the new Heritage range from De Vielle 

and heavy duty stool grates, is now available. For your free copy, 

please call us or visit our website today.

facebook.com/percydoughtyco                  @percydoughty

A simple iPhone app to help 
determine the correct size of stove 
by calculating heat requirements

Download FREE today

StoveCalc

ade Price GuiderT
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A DAY OUT AT
SUDELEY CASTLE
My daughter and I were invited to visit Sudeley
Castle.

First, we had coffee and a brief explanation of
the history behind this lovely old castle from
one of the guides.  The castle dates back to the
Parliamentary Wars.  Henry the Eighth’s last
wife, Katherine Parr, is buried in the Tomb in the
Private Church.

The castle itself was partially destroyed by the
Parliament Troops by taking off the roof.  Over
a hundred years it became derelict.  It was then
partially restored by the Victorians.  The family
still live in some of the castle.

In part of the castle
that is not restored,
and where the
outer walls still
stand, is a fireplace
and as you look at
the outside of that
wall you will see
what seems like 
a flue.  We were 
curious as to how
this old fireplace
and flue would
have been used as
there was a room
above with a 
window.

The guide, who was talking to me about the
flues uses and the other fireplaces in the rooms
which are used, said it would be interesting if
someone knew how this old fireplace and flue
would have been used, in what would have
been a room with a window directly above.

If anyone has visited or knows of this castle and
has any ideas on this, please can you let me
know via the NACS office, so that I can pass on
any relevant information to the family.

Many thanks,

Sandra Mitchell
NACS Life President
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A1 Services Ltd
1st Floor Office, 5 Enterprise Way
Jubilee Business Park, Stores Road
DERBY, Derbyshire, DE21 4BB
01332 382233
www.wohler-cameras.co.uk

AMAC Engineering Limited
Glyncoch Tanglwst, NEWCASTLE EMLYN
South Wales, SA38 9NJ
01559 371770
www.amacengineeringltd.co.uk

Arada Ltd
The Fireworks, Weycroft Avenue
AXMINSTER, Devon, EX13 5HU
01297 35700 www.arada.uk.com

ARG Europe Ltd
Unit 2, New Ford Road, WALTHAM CROSS
Hertfordshire, EN8 7PG
www.arggroup.org

Bailey Products
Liverpool Street, Digbeth, 
BIRMINGHAM, West Midlands, B9 4DS
0121 380 8000
www.bailey-products.com

Brewer Cowls / Brewer Metalcraft Ltd
Units C & D, Ford Lane Industrial Estate,
Ford, ARUNDEL, West Sussex, BN18 0DF
0845 676 0702 www.brewercowls.co.uk

Camvac Dust Extraction Systems
Millers Close, Fakenham Industrial Estate,
FAKENHAM, Norfolk, NR21 8NW
0844 324 6781 www.camvac.co.uk

C-Caps (UK) Ltd
Southcroft, Ovington, 
PRUDHOE, Northumberland, NE42 6EE
01661 833233 www.chimneycap.co.uk

Chimflue Ltd
Unit 4/5 Viscount Court, ANDOVER, 
Hampshire, SP10 5NW
01264 332878 www.chimflue.co.uk

Chimney Care Ltd
37 Chapman Way, 
Highbrooms Industrial Estate,
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Kent, TN2 3EF
01892 533786 www.chimneycare.co.uk

Chimney Cowls Ltd /Colt Cowls
Metro House, Northgate, CHICHESTER, 
West Sussex, PO19 1BE
0870 241 1041 www.coltcowls.com

CICO Chimney Linings Limited
North End Wood, Hinton Road, Darsham,
SAXMUNDHAM, Suffolk, IP17 3QS
01986 784044
www.chimney-problems.co.uk

CPL Distribution Ltd
Westthorpe Fields Road, Killamarsh,
SHEFFIELD, South Yorkshire, S21 1TZ
01246 212001      www.cpldistribution.co.uk

Docherty Group
Units 15/16 Colthrop Business Park,
Colthrop Lane, THATCHAM, RG19 4NB
01635 292400 www.docherty.co.uk

Dupre Minerals Ltd
Spencroft Road, NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME
Staffordshire, ST5 9JE
01782 383100        www.dupreminerals.com

Dustcontrol UK Ltd
Old Barn, Home Farm Business Park, 
Church Way, WHITTLEBURY, 
Northamptonshire, NN12 8XS
01327 858001 www.dustcontrol.co.uk

Eurocowl Ltd
Unit 4w, Central Crescent, 
Marchwood Ind Park, Marchwood, 
SOUTHAMPTON, Hampshire, SO40 4PJ
02380 875042 www.eurocowl.co.uk

Exodraft Ltd
Unit 4B Lancaster Court, 
Coronation Road, Cressex Business Park, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, Buckinghamshire,
HP12 3TD
01494 465166 www.exhausto.co.uk

FDC (UK) Ltd
Unit C4, Dinton Business Park,
DINTON, SALISBURY, Wiltshire, SP3 5HZ
01722 716161 www.fdcuk.co.uk

Flue & Ducting Ltd
Unit B, Herrod Avenue,
Haigh Avenue, Whitehill Industrial Estate,
STOCKPORT, Cheshire, SK4 1NU
0161 480 2994 www.flue-ducting.co.uk

Flue Supplies Ltd
Units 6-7, Link 20, Bellingham Way,
AYLESFORD, Kent, ME20 7HD
0844 800 6586 www.fluesupplies.com

FlueCube
Highfield, London Lane, 
SISSINGHURST, Kent, TN17 2AP
0844 967 0780 www.fluecube.co.uk

Fluetech Ltd
Unit 19 Drakes Industrial Estate, Shay Lane,
Ovenden, HALIFAX, 
West Yorkshire, HX3 6RL
01422 351322 www.fluetech.co.uk

Hayes UK Limited
Unit 7 Eagle Industrial Estate, 
Brookers Road, BILLINGSHURST, 
West Sussex, RH14 9RZ
08700 711700 www.hayes.uk.com

J D Burford Ltd
Unit 2D Hirwaun Industrial Estate, 
ABERDARE, Rhondda Cynon Taff, 
South Wales, CF44 9UP
01685 811882 www.madcowls.co.uk

Kompozit’all UK Ltd
9 Birch Crescent, AYLESFORD, 
Kent, ME20 7QE
www.kompozitalluk.com

Landy Vent (UK) Limited
Foster House, 2 Redditch Road,
STUDLEY, Warwickshire, B80 7AX
01527 857814 www.landyvent.co.uk

Midtec Products Limited
10 Diplocks Buildings, Diplocks Way,
HAILSHAM, East Sussex, BN27 3JF
0845 130 4385 www.midtec.co.uk

Midtherm Flue Systems
New Road, Netherton, DUDLEY, 
West Midlands, DY2 8SY
01384 458800 www.midtherm.co.uk

NFU Mutual Insurance Society Ltd
Hardham Mill Business Park, Mill Lane, 
Hardham, PULBOROUGH, West Sussex
RH20 1LA
01798 874382
www.nfumutual.co.uk/pulborough

Opies UK Limited
PO BOX 10514, Hatfield Peverel, 
CHELMSFORD, Essex, CM2 3WT
01245 468977
www.opies-woodstoves.co.uk

Oscar Weil GmbH / Trollull
Tramplerstr.31, LAHR, Germany 77933
0808 1017114 www.trollull.co.uk

Pennine Systems Ltd
Crossley Works, Stockford Mount,
off Peel Street, Chadderton, OLDHAM,
Lancashire, OL9 9LR
0161 678 2998  www.penninesystems.co.uk

Percy Doughty & Co
Imperial Point Express Trading Estate,
Stonehill Road, Farnworth, BOLTON, 
Lancashire, BL4 9TN
01204 868550 www.percydoughty.com

Poujoulat (UK) Limited
Unit 1a Quadrum Park, 
Old Portsmouth Road, GUILDFORD, Surrey
GU3 1LU
01483 461700 www.poujoulat.co.uk

Regin Products Limited
10-11 Tower Square, HUNTINGDON,
Cambridgeshire, PE29 7DT
01480 412415
www.regin-products.co.uk

Rodtech Uk Limited
Unit 11 Ironside Way, HINGHAM, Norfolk,
NR9 4LF
01953 852952 www.rodtech.co.uk

Schiedel Chimney Systems Ltd
Crowther Industrial Estate, Crowther Road,
WASHINGTON, Tyne & Wear, NE38 0AQ
0191 416 1150 www.schiedel.co.uk

SFL Flues & Chimneys
Pottington Business Park, BARNSTAPLE,
Devon, EX31 1LZ
01271 326633 www.sflchimneys.com

Soletrader.com
35 Britannia Row, LONDON, N1 8QH
08000 124424 www.soletrader.com

Sparkes Ltd
The Forge, Church Road, Claverdon
WARWICK, Warwickshire, CV35 8AP
01926 842545       www.sparkesstoves.co.uk

Specflue Ltd
Chilton Industrial Estate, 8 Curzon Road,
SUDBURY, Suffolk, CO10 2XW
01787 880333 www.specflue.com

Sturdy Vac Engineering Ltd
35 Milner Road, BRIGHTON, East Sussex,
BN2 4BS
01273 601666 www.sturdyvac.com

Thermocrete Chimney Lining Systems
48 Mortimer Street, BRADFORD, 
West Yorkshire, BD8 9RL
01274 544442 www.thermocrete.com

Topstak Chimney Specialists Limited
Unit 42, Vale Business Park, COWBRIDGE,
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF
01446 771567 www.topstack.co.uk

Valiant Stoves Ltd
Solution House, Sandon Road, THERFILED,
Hertfordshire, SG8 9RE
01763 284184 www.valiantfireside.com

VITCAS Limited
8 Bonville Road, BRISTOL, Avon, BS4 5NZ
0117 911 7895 www.vitcas.com

W T Knowles & Sons Limited
Ash Grove Sanitary Pipe Works
ELLAND, West Yorkshire, HX5 9JA
01422 372833 www.wtknowles.co.uk

Wakefield Brush UK Limited
Unit 2 Herbert Brown Business Park,
Whitely Street, Milns Bridge, HUDDERSFIELD
West Yorkshire, HD3 4LT
01484 642555
www.thewakefieldbrush.com

NACS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
ASSOCIATE MEMBER
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