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Tacoma Regional Convention + Visitor Bureau Secures Four Major Conventions for 2011 to 2012  

 
TACOMA, Wash. – Tacoma Regional Convention + Visitor Bureau [TRCVB], in collaboration with industry and 
community partners, has secured the conventions of Joint Affordable Housing Management Association of 
Washington and Washington State Council for Affordable + Rural Housing, National Railway Historical Society, 
Meeting Professionals International Cascadia and Washington State Republican Party, which combined will bring 
4,350 attendees and more than $722,000 to the Pierce County economy between now and 2012.  
 
“These major convention bookings bring important revenues and tax dollars to our community at a time we need it 
most,” said Tammy Blount, TRCVB President + CEO. 
 
2011 + 2012 Major Conventions: 
 

 April 19-20, 2011: Affordable Housing Management Association of Washington [AHMA] and 
Washington State Council for Affordable + Rural Housing [CARH], associations comprised of members 
actively involved in national and statewide levels of affordable housing initiatives. The Joint AHMA–CARH 
Convention will take place at Greater Tacoma Convention + Trade Center, Hotel Murano, Courtyard by 
Marriott Tacoma, Baymont Inn + Suites Fife, Holiday Inn Express Tacoma, Comfort Inn Tacoma, Best Western 
Tacoma Dome Hotel and La Quinta Inn + Suites Tacoma. The convention is expected to bring 600 attendees 
and more than 1,000 room nights.  
 

 June 20-26, 2011: National Railway Historical Society [NRHS], the largest rail-enthusiast organization in 
the U.S. comprised of nearly 18,000 members, will hold its Annual Convention at Hotel Murano. The 
convention is expected to bring 550 attendees and 1,225 room nights. 

 
 March 4-6, 2012: Meeting Professionals International [MPI], a membership organization for corporate, 

association and independent meeting planners comprised of 23,000 members globally, will hold its MPI 
Cascadia Conference at Greater Tacoma Convention + Trade Center and Hotel Murano. The conference is 
expected to bring 200 attendees and nearly 300 room nights, as well as many future meetings resulting 
from destination exposure to these attendees.  
 

 May 30-June 3, 2012: Washington State Republican Party, thousands of grassroots activists will gather 
together from across the state and hold its Republican Party Convention at Greater Tacoma Convention + 
Trade Center, Courtyard by Marriott Tacoma and Hotel Murano. The convention is expected to bring more 
than 3,000 attendees and more than 580 room nights.  

 
“We will continue to bring new business opportunities to Pierce County and to our members through proactive sales 
initiatives,” said Shauna Lunde, TRCVB Director of Sales + Marketing. “To increase bookings we are selling to new and 
emerging markets that are a good fit for our region.”  
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TRCVB has been a driving catalyst to Pierce County’s economy. Last year TRCVB secured business equating to 35,661 
meeting attendees with an estimated economic impact of more than $6.2 million. In 2009 TRCVB secured business 
equating to 24,304 meeting attendees with an estimated econimic impact of more than $4.8 million.  
 
Tourism is the fourth largest industry in Washington generating more than $15.2 billion. Conventions and tourism 
brought an economic impact of $900.4 million in spending and $71 million in tax receipts to Tacoma + Pierce County 
along with 4.652 million visitors and supported 10,490 jobs in 2010*. 
 

### 
 
About TRCVB 
The Tacoma Regional Convention + Visitor Bureau is the official destination marketing organization for Tacoma + 
Pierce County, WA. The TRCVB’s mission is to execute initiatives that deliver tourism. The TRCVB increases visitor 
expenditures and overnight stays through strategic sales, marketing and services to its customers, members and 
communities. As a leader in tourism, the TRCVB promotes and packages the destination to attract and meet the 
needs of meetings and conventions, group tours, special interest groups and the leisure traveler. For more info visit 
www.traveltacoma.com.  
 
*Dean Runyan Associates, Pierce County Travel Impacts 2010	
	
	
	


