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GRAND RAPIDS, MI —

Tourism officials today said

that the city’s largest

multi-year convention to date

brought about 6,500 more

visitors to Grand Rapids in

August than even the most

optimistic estimates had

predicted in the weeks prior.

The first American Quilter's

Society Show & Contest held at

the DeVos Place Convention

Center from Aug. 22 to 25
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 (http://photos.mlive.com/grandrapidspress/2012/08

/american_quilters_society_flas_2.html)

 (http://photos.mlive.com/grandrapidspress/2012/08

/american_quilters_society_flas_1.html)

 (http://photos.mlive.com/grandrapidspress/2012/08

/american_quilters_society_flas.html)

They are in town for the American Quilter's Society Quilt Show and
Contest, Grand Rapids (MIch.) largest multi-year convention booked to
date. Photo taken August 22, 2012. (Chris Clark | MLive.com)

American Quilter's Society flash mob (http://photos.mlive.com/4469/gallery
/american_quilters_society_flash_mob/index.html) gallery (4 photos)

brought more than 21,500

attendees to West Michigan,

well outpacing the pre-event

estimate of 10,000 to 15,000

attendees, according to

Experience Grand Rapids.

“We’re excited to return next

year,” said Bonnie Browning,

AQS executive show director.

The show is one of four

annually sponsored by the

AQS. The organization has

made a three-year commitment to Grand Rapids and the DeVos Place. The 2013

convention will be held Aug. 14 to 17. Each show was estimated

(http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2011/02

/grand_rapids_lands_convention.html) to bring $15 million into the city.

The AQS show is the largest multi-year convention to date in Grand Rapids and the city

rolled out the red carpet (http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/grand-

rapids/index.ssf/2012/08/quilters_bring_devos_place_its.html) for the

convention-goers.

The Grand Rapids Art Museum and Public Museum, and the Gerald R. Ford

Presidential Museum offered admission discounts for quilters to visit their respective

quilt-related exhibits or displays.

The Master Arts Theatre held

the first of a 16-perfromance

run musical, “Quilters

(http://www.mlive.com
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rapids/index.ssf/2012/08
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Courtesy Photo

Quilt: Brilliant Energy

Matthew Busch | mbusch1@mlive.com
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GRPmbusch

/photos.html)
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Enlarge (http://photos.mlive.com/grandrapidspress/2012/08
/cast_of_quilters_rehearses_at_15.html)

Anna Worbois, center right, is baptized by Nina Howerton during the
rehearsal of "Quilters" at the Master Arts Theatre on Wednesday,
August 15, 2012. The play is set to open next Wednesday, August 22.
(© Matthew Busch/Mlive.com)

Cast of Quilters rehearses at Master Arts Theatre (http://photos.mlive.com
/4469/gallery/cast_of_quilters_rehearses_at_master_arts_theatre/index.html)
gallery (16 photos)

/master_arts_theatre_performs_m.html),” on the first day of the convention,

which kicked off downtown with a flash mob (http://www.mlive.com

/entertainment/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2012/08

/quilters_flash_mob_hits_downto.html).

The city’s third annual Restaurant Week was also rescheduled this year, in part, to take
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advantage of the thousands of hungry quilters in town.

Organizers said Grand Rapids saw attendees from 42 states and countries like

Australia, New Zealand and the Netherlands. More than 900 quilts were on display

during the 2012 AQS Quilt Show & Contest.

"The impact that conventions like this one have on our local economy is sizeable," said

Doug Small, president of Experience Grand Rapids.

"Our region provides a unique mix of plentiful entertainment opportunities and a

community culture that is friendly and inviting. We believe this mix has a major impact

on our ability to keep conventions here year after year."

Sponsored Links

Free Upgrade
Rooms from $35 Sun.-Thurs. $75 Fri. & Sat. at South Point Hotel Casino
www.SouthPointCasino.com

Best Travel Deals
Book Now your next vacation
www.mjsvacations.com

Ravella at Lake Las Vegas
A unique resort experience- See specials and plan your stay.
ravellavegas.com/

54-Year-Old Mom Looks 27
Follow this 1 weird tip and remove 20 years of wrinkles in 20 days.
theSmartConsumerLiving.com

Tweet 9 0Switch

(http://ads.mlive.com

/www.mlive.com/bu

/L36/152290322/Ma

/Football01_MI_Ro

/LionsFootballApp_

/3066384f4f30386f4

See more com

/detroit_lio/2012/10
/detroit_lions_

Attendance at quilters show, Grand Rapids' largest convention, topped bes... http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2012/10/attenda...

4 of 7 10/10/2012 1:21 PM



(http://www.mlive.com/politics (http://www.mlive.com/education (http://www.mliv

Sign in with your mlive.com or Facebook account (https://signup.mlive.com/sign-
in/?return_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fbusiness%2Fwest-

michigan%2Findex.ssf%2F2012%2F10%2Fattendance_at_quilters_show_gr.html)

Sort By: 
Most Recent

Pause Live Updates »

Gadfly (http://connect.mlive.com/user/Sonatchi/index.html)

51 Minutes Ago (http://mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2012/10

/attendance_at_quilters_show_gr.html/post/2012-10-10/1349886563-606-758.html)

· Reply

And no Visitor's Center at the main intersection in downtown Grand
Rapids near the Convention Center and hotels. 
 
What are people thinking? Or not thinking?

(http://mlive.com/)

Add Your Comment

Type your comment here...

POST

Attendance at quilters show, Grand Rapids' largest convention, topped bes... http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2012/10/attenda...

5 of 7 10/10/2012 1:21 PM



MLive Media Group
(http://mlivemediagroup.com
/home/)
Our Team
(http://mlivemediagroup.com
/team/)
Advertise
(http://www.mlive.com
/advertise/)

Contact Us
(http://www.mlive.com
/contactus/)
Jobs at MLive
(http://mlivemediagroup.com
/jobs/)
FAQ
(http://www.mlive.com
/aboutus/index.ssf?
/aboutus/content
/faq.html)

The Grand Rapids Press (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_grp.html )
The Muskegon Chronicle (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_mc.html )
The Kalamazoo Gazette (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_gaz.html )
Jackson Citizen Patriot (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_jcp.html )
AnnArbor.com (http://www.annarbor.com/newspaper/)
The Flint Journal (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_fjnl.html )
The Saginaw News (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_sag.html )
The Bay City Times (http://www.mlivemediagroup.com/subscribe/inner_bct.html )

About Us

Subscriptions
Newspaper (http://www.mlive.com
/subscribe/) | eReplica
(http://www.mlive.com/ereplica/) |
eNewsletters (http://www.mlive.com
/enewsletters/)
Newsstand Locator
(http://www.mlive.com/locator/ ) | RSS
(http://www.mlive.com/rss/)

News
(http://www.mlive.com
/news/)
Business
(http://www.mlive.com
/business/)
Sports
(http://www.mlive.com
/sports/)
High School Sports
(http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/)
Entertainment
(http://www.mlive.com
/entertainment/)
Living
(http://www.mlive.com
/living/)
Opinion
(http://www.mlive.com
/opinion/)
Obituaries
(http://www.mlive.com
/deathnotices/)

Jobs
(http://www.mlive.com
/jobs/)
Autos
(http://autos.mlive.com/)
Real Estate
(http://realestate.mlive.com/)
Apartment Rentals
(http://realestate.mlive.com
/for-rent/)
Classifieds
(http://classifieds.mlive.com/)
Local Deals
(http://www.mlive.com
/deals/)
Local Businesses
(http://www.mlive.com
/business/)

Ann Arbor
(http://www.mlive.com
/ann-arbor/)
Bay City
(http://www.mlive.com
/bay-city/)
Detroit
(http://www.mlive.com
/detroit/)
Flint
(http://www.mlive.com
/flint/)

Jackson
(http://www.mlive.com
/jackson/)
Kalamazoo
(http://www.mlive.com
/kalamazoo/)
Lansing
(http://www.mlive.com
/lansing/)
Muskegon
(http://www.mlive.com
/muskegon/)

MLive Sections

Your Regional News Pages

Forums
(http://www.mlive.com
/forums/)
Photos
(http://photos.mlive.com
/photogallery/)
Video
(http://videos.mlive.com/)
Weather
(http://www.mlive.com
/weather/)
Post a job
(http://www.mlive.com
/jobs/)

Post a free
classified ad
(http://www.mlive.com
/classifieds/free/)
Sell your car
(http://www.mlive.com
/placead/)
Sell/Rent your
home
(http://www.mlive.com
/placead/)
Apartments and
Rentals
(http://realestate.mlive.
/for-rent/)
Site Map
(http://www.mlive.com
/sitemap/)

More on MLive

Follow Us
Twitter (http://twitter.com/mlive) |
Facebook (http://facebook.com

/mlive) | Google+
(https://plus.google.com
/u/0/118382608325892108926)

/index.ssf/2012/10
/two_thirds_tax_michigan_snyder.html)
Snyder: 2/3 tax proposal is 'bad public
policy' (http://www.mlive.com/politics
/index.ssf/2012/10
/two_thirds_tax_michigan_snyder.html)

/index.ssf/2012/10
/school_groups_union-
backed_pro.html) Proposal 2 will cost
$400M in health care savings
(http://www.mlive.com/education
/index.ssf/2012/10
/school_groups_union-
backed_pro.html)

/index.ssf/2012/
/mlive_launches
MLive launches
voter guide (htt
/news/flint/index
/mlive_launches

Attendance at quilters show, Grand Rapids' largest convention, topped bes... http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2012/10/attenda...

6 of 7 10/10/2012 1:21 PM



(http://www.advancedigital.com/)

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (http://www.mlive.com

/useragreement/) and Privacy Policy (http://www.mlive.com/privacypolicy/) (Revised November 1, 2011)

© 2012 Michigan Live LLC. All rights reserved (About Us (http://www.mlive.com/aboutus/)).

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with

the prior written permission of Michigan Live LLC.

Community Rules (http://www.mlive.com/forums/index.ssf?rules.html) apply to all content you upload or

otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management. (http://www.mlive.com/forums/index.ssf?rules.html)

 Ad Choices (http://www.advance.net/advancedigitalUserAgreementPP/#opt_out)

Grand Rapids
(http://www.mlive.com
/grand-rapids/)

Saginaw
(http://www.mlive.com
/saginaw/)

Mobile
Mobile View (http://mobile.mlive.com/) |
Mobile Apps (http://www.mlive.com
/mobile-device/) | Tablet Apps
(http://www.mlive.com/mobile-device/)

Attendance at quilters show, Grand Rapids' largest convention, topped bes... http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2012/10/attenda...

7 of 7 10/10/2012 1:21 PM


