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The inaugural ArtPrize drew as many
as 200,000 visitors to Grand Rapids
last September, generating an
estimated economic impact of $5
million to $7.6 million across Kent
County, according to a new analysis by
Grand Valley State University
economics students.
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competition — between 111,000 and
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A 2009 ArtPrize entry on the Grand River in downtown Grand Rapids. Some 31,500 to 42,000 people
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The estimates in the GVSU analysis are “very conservative,” Isely said, and based on people
staying only one night. Economics students did not take into account the spending by people who
live within 30 miles of downtown, since their spending during the nearly three-week event would
have been local anyway.

ArtPrize generated direct spending of between $2.8 million and $3.8 million by visitors traveling
more than 30 miles.

e Of that spending, $787,500 to $1.1 million was spent on food services, $212,500 to
$283,333 was spent on lodging — assuming triple occupancy — and $1.8 million to $2.3 million
was spent on entertainment, gasoline, retail items and other items.

e The direct spending supported between 206 and 274 full-time jobs in Kent County during West Michigan Business headlines
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