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CVB Annual Meeting: Economic Impact of
Athens Tourism

The Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) held its annual meeting
Thursday, October 8, 2015, and highlighted the new economic impact figures
for Athens-Clarke County.

Why Tourism Matters

Visitors to Athens-Clarke County spent
$273.40 million in 2014, according ot the
2014 Travel Economic Impact on Georgia
State, Counties and Regions study
prepared for the Georgia Department of
Economic Development (GDEcD) by the
United States Travel Association
(USTA). Athens-Clarke County visitor
expenditures increased 6.6% from 2013
to 2014, exeeding the growth rate of our Historic Heartland travel region
(5.1%) and the state (6.1%). Tourism in Athens-Clarke County generated
2,600 jobs with a $54.26 million payroll, as well as $10.22 million in state tax
and $7.64 million in local tax collections. Total state and local taxes of
$17.86 million were collected from visitor spending, providing $437.00 in tax
relief for each Athens-Clarke County household. (Domestic spending only
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Hospitality Awards

The CVB presented the annual Athens Hospitality Awards at their annual
meeting which recognized the outstanding work of individuals whose efforts
have made a positive impact on the Athens-Clarke County visitors
experience.

A new award added this year, the Partner of the Year Award, honored a CVB
partner in the local hospitality industry who recognized the value of working
together. The 2015 Partner of the Year Award was presented to Tripp Moore
of Best Western Athens.

The Hospitality HEROES (Hospitality
Employees Recognition of Excellent
Service) of the Year Award recognized a
front-line employee who has exceeded
normal expectations to provide excellent
service to visitors and residents. The 2015
Hospitality HEROES of the Year award was
give to Chelsie Needham of The Place
Restaurant.

The Classic Host Award recognized a local
individual or individuals committed to
bringing to the Athens-area a new
convention, meeting, or event generating a
signficant economic impact. The 2015
Classic Host Award was given to Deborah
White of the Georgia Association of
Curriculum and Instructional Supervisors (GACIS) and Georgia
Association of Education Leaders (GAEL).

Co-owner of The Place, Alan
Pope, Hugh Acheson, and
HEROES winner Chelsie

Needham of The Place

The Louis Griffith Hospitality Leadership Award honors an outstanding
individual in the local hospitality industry who displays foresight and
exceptional leadership skills to impact the Athens-Clarke County hospitality
industry and community as a whole. The 2015 Louis Griffith Hospitality
Leadership Award was presented to Shannon McCullough of The Classic
Center.

Out & About with the CVB

ExploreGeorgia.org
October 8, 2015

Livability
October 5, 2015

Georgia Trend
October 1, 2015

TravelTails.net
September 30, 2015

TheCultureTrip.com
September 24, 2015

LLWorldTour
September 23, 2015

Occ upyMyFam ily.com

September 14, 2015

www. Examiner.com
September 3, 2015

Travel + Leisure
September 3, 2015

Deep South Magazine
September 2, 2015

PasteMagazine.com
September 1, 2015

Fodors.com
August 28, 2015

Qutside Magazine
August 18, 2015
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http://traveltails.net/doggie-style-in-the-sec-part-3/
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http://www.examiner.com/article/a-road-trip-through-georgia
http://www.examiner.com/article/a-road-trip-through-georgia
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http://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2015/09/restaurant-roundup-athens-ga.html
http://www.fodors.com/news/photos/20-college-towns-we-love-to-visit#!7-athens-georgia
http://www.outsideonline.com/2006426/americas-best-towns-2015
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On 10/1/15, the CVB entertained guests in the VIP suites at the UGA vs.
Kennesaw State hockey match. (L-R) Barbara Sims of WXAG, Venzella
Stowers of NE Ga. RESA, Holly Glenn of UGA, Marco Hull of UGA, Chuck
Jones of CVB, and Lisa Turner of NCR.

Marketing & PR Updates

Media Relations:

During the month of September, the CVB:

responded to 15 media requests,

tracked coverage of 21 articles resulting in 7,759,443 impressions,
distributed 4 press releases, and

pitched 7 story ideas.

Hospitality Newsmakers

Congratulations to the Athens-Clarke County's Public Information Office
upon receiving two national awards from the City County Communications &
Marketing Association (3CMA): a Savvy Award in Most Innovative (pop O-
120,000) for the Athens Ghost Hunt: The Morton Theatre video
(http://athensclarkecounty.com/6339/Athens-Ghost-Hunt-The-Morton-Theatre)
and an Award of Excellence in Public Service Announcements (population
100,000-175,000) for the Pesky Mosquito Control Tips video
(http://athensclarkecounty.com/1214/Mosquito-Control-Program).

UGA Black Faculty and Staff Scholarship
Luncheon

ExploreGeorgia.org
August 18, 2015

ExploreGeorgia.org
June 29, 2015

Philadelphia

Sunday Sun
June 27, 2015

Virgin Atlantic
June 15, 2015

Design Sponge
June 2, 2015

ExploreGeorgia.org
May 8, 2015

ExploreGeorgia.org
April 24, 2015

PasteMaqazine.com

April 21, 2015

ExploreGeorgia.org
April 8, 2015

Forbes.com
March 17, 2015

New York Magazine

March 6, 2015

FoxNews.com
January 13, 2015

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122253509615&format=htmI|&printFrame=true 3/5


http://athensclarkecounty.com/6339/Athens-Ghost-Hunt-The-Morton-Theatre
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http://gardenandgun.com/blog/my-town-susan-hables-athens-georgia
http://blog.exploregeorgia.org/georgia-coffee-roasters/
http://www.philasun.com/travel/south-georgias-four-a-trail/
http://www.philasun.com/travel/south-georgias-four-a-trail/
http://blog.virgin-atlantic.com/t5/Our-Places/Atlanta-day-trips-a-guide-to-Athens/ba-p/43742#.VYDEkmTF_B5
http://www.designsponge.com/2015/06/athens-georgia-city-guide.html#more-225418
http://blog.exploregeorgia.org/spring-cocktails/
http://blog.exploregeorgia.org/rooftop-dining-destinations-in-georgia/
http://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2015/04/take-5-the-essential-athens-ga.html
http://blog.exploregeorgia.org/food-athens-georgia/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/williampbarrett/2015/03/17/the-best-places-to-retire-in-2015-2/
http://nymag.com/travel/weekends/athensgeorgia/
http://www.foxnews.com/leisure/2015/01/13/best-new-breweries-in-us/
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The Classic Center entertained several clients at the University of Georgia

Black Faculty and Staff Scholarship Luncheon on Wednesday, September

30th. The event hosts were Venessa Banks with the Athens CVB (middle

row, 2nd from left) along with Marvin J. Nunnally of The Classic Center (far
right, orange tie).

Community Involvement

CVB Director Chuck Jones attended the Panhandling Roundtable Meeting
Sept. 15. There are a number of key initiatives being tackled by the group:
1) upgrade and add meters to be able to accept charitable contributions; 2)
reach out to UGA students to enlighten them about panhandling; 3) continue
surveying panhandlers to garner important data that will be considered as
future direction is determined; 4) continue to ensure that downtown
merchants have information cards; 5) continue to explore options for people
having difficulty in getting assistance, e.g., overnight housing; and 6) review
efforts and determine next steps.

CVB Supports Bread for Life

Georgia Trend
January 2015

Huffington Post
September 3, 2014

Conde Nast Traveler
July 2014

«

Partner Extranet

Hospitality HEROES

Athens Events
Calendar

«

Upcoming M&C
calendars are available
to local partners via our

Extranet

or from the
CVB Sales Team:

Missy Brandt
Ben Ray

.'.'o

State marketing
resources & industry
stats are available at

www.MarketGeorgia.org

e "
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http://www.georgiatrend.com/January-2015/Art-Of-The-Meal-Seabear-Oyster-Bar/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/love-letters/love-letters-athens-georg_b_5438373.html
http://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2014-07-07/through-lens-of-other-athens
http://visitathensga.com/partners
http://www.visitathensga.com/about-us/heroes/nomination-form/
http://www.visitathensga.com/stay_and_do/events.php
http://visitathensga.com/partners
mailto:mbrandt@visitathensga.com
mailto:bray@visitathensga.com
http://www.marketgeorgia.org/
http://www.twitter.com/visitathensga
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Visit-Athens-Georgia/92790949054?v=wall&viewas=0
http://www.youtube.com/athenslifeunleashed
http://www.flickr.com/photos/visitathensga/
http://www.visitathensga.com/blog
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CVB Director Chuck Jones attended a tour with incoming Bread for Life
students on 10/1/15. This stop took students to the Lyndon House Arts
Center with Bread for Life Executive Director Mary Ellen Wimberly (front, far
left) and Caroline Self of the Lyndon House Arts Center (front, far right).
Other stops were the Athens Welcome Center with Evelyn Reece,
East-West Bistro with Chef Paul Melnick, and
Graduate Athens with Megan Henning.
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