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DIVINE PROVIDENCE

Welcome to the friendliest, most artistic city in New England-which happens to have its own gay mayor.

Providence's historic Image-downtredden, corrupt, and
desolate—radically shifted in 2003, That was the year Mavar
David Cicliline took office, and that he was openly gay didn't
stop him from getting 84% of the vote, making Providence the
first L5, state capital and at that time the largest American city
o have an out mayor (Portland, Ore. has since taken that fitle).
Cicilline soon transformed the debt-ridden city of 185,000 into

d gleaming, prosperous enclave, Nearly 53 blllion of |rw.r=trr|3r|t
has been pumped through Providence's veins in the last five
years, and luxury condos, revamped hotels, and chic shops now
[ime the immaculate, historc strests, The crime rate is the lowost
In 30 years, tax credits are given to restore landmark butldings,
and & tuture relacation of the Intesstate 95-Interstate 195
mierchange will open 195 acres of waterfront redevelopment.
The city's dramatic turnabeut recently led The Wall Streef
Journal to name Providence one of the world's top 10 up-and-
coming travel destinations (the only LS. city to make the (ist), 1058
no wonder the mayor's thriving popularity has him considering a
run |n 2010 as the nakion's first cut governor.

Providence has been a refuge of tolerance ever since 1636
when the defiant Roger Willlams set up a colony there that
espaused reflgious freedom and liberty. The city has also long
been a ‘n-'-|'-r 'hrla and intﬂliF-:lu&I ':n:uit:d home o the .1|.'.J|..u|ui-_

Df‘ﬁl:;ll'l. dlf'l'la n‘jll:r of gay ||I'I"II'1'I|’||-'.|-.'-I Gus Yan Sant l"rr-. idence’s
relatively small size might lead you to think it doesn't have much

‘A . —- "'T'- r z ll 0ay life, but the city has over two dozen gay bars, ciobs, and
l'H'FClOifDO _' DIMPE}‘ L other venues and a sizable lesblan sceng; its pride festival in
f June deminates the antire downtown. Many gays in New England
TH E RE AL GAY ASIA choose ta reside (0 Providence because of its inexpensive prices,
{: ERR{;DN KREQS! \1' . I.I b (riendliness, and gay tolerance. And as fall aporoaches, it's a
FAEN e ~

greal time to visit, with the leaves turning, the air crisp. and the
W .P universities bustling.
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GETTING THERE
Pr f 3 b aw York City and Boston

Providence Airport
L . 55 and is

DAY 1

ALM. Start vour explaration of Providence al the dramatic
Rhode isiand State House (82 Smith 31, 401-277-2357; call to
join guided tours on weekday mornings), 3 neoclassical Georglan
martle structure thal dominates the city from (ks Rilltop perch
Completed in 12904, the edifice boasts one of the largest seif-
supported domos in the waorld, topped by the statue Independent
Man, the symbol of the state’s forward thinking. Head east to
Benefit Streel; it's one of he oldest neighborhoods in America
and filled with vintage wooden homes. From mid June through
mid October, the Rhode Island Historical Soclety (401-273
Fa0f exl. B2 hasts guided walking tours ol the area, Duck into
the Providence Athenasum (251 Benefit 51, 401-421-6970),

a library that has occupled the same stunning Greek Revlva
bullding since 1838, Waltz up the hill to the grand entrance of
Brown University (45 Prospect St S08-863-10000 and sxplore
the majestic John Carter Brown Library (with over 45,000 rare
books printed belore 1B25). Just & lfew blocks north of Broswn

Is the Rhode Island School of Design (2 College 58 401-454-
61001 Peruse the top-notch jewelry and photegraphy produced
by students at the Weoods-Gerry Gallery (62 Prospect St
A01-454-5142) housed ina brick mansion, Then relax at the

Lot RISD campus area; rights Anrmary Brown Momorial




RISD landmark Carr House Coffee
Shop (210 Banefil 55, a funky,

casual cafe run by undergraduates

in an ald residentlal buliding, which
cerves gourmet coffees, pastries,

and sandwlches. & must-stop & the
ldtiyrinthine RISD Museum (224
Benefit St.; 401-454-6500), with

its diverse muiticultural collection
including Roman sculpture, Japanese
watercilors, and Turkish textiles
Opening in late September 2008 |

the musedrm’s adjzining steel-and
glass Chace Center, with an exhibition
by celebrated gay glass sculptor

Bale Chihuly {an MSD alumnus).

P.M. To be as cool as the RISD art
students, hang out at AS220 (115
Empire 5t.; 401-831-9327 ), with its
Edward Hopper-like diner and adjeining
crisp white contempaorary art gallery
Or partake of Rhade [sland-grown fare
like littleneck clams and orilled guail at
the swank new waad-paneled Local 121
{121 Washington 5t,; 401-274-2121), Then
catch a performance at the nearby
Tany award-winning Trinity Repertory
Company (201 Washington St 401-
351-4242), run by out director Curt
Columbus, farmerly ol the Steppenwalf
Theatre Company, who debuted his
gay-themed musical Paris by Night
here in 2008,

DAY 2

ALM. Start your day with brunch at
the gayest eatery in town, the newly
recpened DownCity restaurant (50
Weybasset St 401-331-9217), which
selrves up reals ke Forluguess
swoetbread French toast amid the
funky splendar of chandeliers, crange
walls, and grooyy [unes. Then get
down to shopping at lhe 1828 Greek
Revivai Arcade (65 Weybosset St 40}
528-199). Inside, student chels from
Johnson & Wales Universiy's culinary
arts program whip up concoctions like
creme de menthe chocolate cake at
Johansson's Bakery Café (401-598-
2253% On the far side of the Arcade 15
Westminster Street, the fashionable
center of the downtown's revival, QOP!
(220 Westminster 5t.; 401-270-4366)
solls startiingly funky products like
sUck furniture, wall masks, ceramics,

ampshades, and mirmars, many
handmade by local artisans, Across the
street, Homestyle (229 Westminster
5L, A-2TT-N15F) is a gallerylike store
wikh mid-century sofas, Impressiomist
paintings, and vintage Asian trunks
Then have & lelsurely lunch of flatiron
sheak sandwiches or black angus
burgers at WaterPlace Restaurant
and Lounge (1 Finance Way; 401-272
1040}, an upscale indoorouldoor
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STAYING THERE
Your Tisl € i il acoommodations shoukd b
Renalssance Providence Hotel
1571k Originally buit in

rle } [O0
d Hotel Providence
has turn-of-the-century b
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eatery with a veranda view over the city's downtown Riverwalk,
The pedestrian Riverwalk is the site of the colebrated summertime
WaterFire fest (401-272-311), where bonfires burn in the mddle
of the Providence River's canals as music, boat rides, and events
accur 3l around, From May through October (weather permittmgs,
charter your own private gondala (401-421-887T), complete with
Venetian-costumed gondalier, P.M. Foodies adore Providence's
Litthe tkaly on Federal Hill, west of downtawn. The Food Network's
Mario Batali has called it one of America's tive best LilTle [Lalys.
Gay-popular Mediterraneo Caffié (134 Atwells Ave, 401-331T760)
serves guthentic Itallan multicourse meals in a local but upscale
atmaosphere that attracts celebs ke Hillary Clinton ano Alsc
Baldwin. After dinner, the place transforms into a nighiclub, Or
you can haad back downtown to explors the gay bars, many of
which are within walking distance of ong another, The Dark Lady
(124 Snow St 401-831-4297) |s a crowded chandeier-iil space
known for its drag shows—and you might find the mayor holding
court there.

DAY 3

A.M. The closest thing Prowidence has lo a gayborhoad is artsy
Wickenden Street, [ocaled in the southern part of the city naar the
Providence River and brimming with antique shops and a leaty old
MWew England vibe, For mare local Mlavar, grab a slice of excall=nt
thin-crust pizza at leshian-owned Fellinl's Pizzeria (166 Wickenden
St A01751-6737); its menu has plzzas with names ke 5o Ask Alice
and Satyricon, Down the street, spend time unearthing treasures |0
the upscate, gay-owned Curaterium (197 Wickenden St.; 401-453
AQEDY, which sells everything fram actual framed bats to costume
iewelry and elegant vases. Make your wWay up Wickenden as il
climbs past gallerios and tattoo parlars to the hilltop Refiections
Catd (468 Wickenden 51, 401-27 37278}, a gay-ownad, sSomewnat
cruisy coffeehouse with sidewalk seating where t's easy to while
away an alternoon over board games, home-baked goods, and
wraps named after Greek qgods, Further south (but worth the trek}
Is the maszsive Johnson & Wales Culinary Arts Museum

{315 Harborside Blvd,; 401-598-2805). Aryone who likes eating

will appreciate this 25,000-souare-Toot space filled with bizarme
pld-fashioned cooking implements, menus from White House
dinners, and fulk-scale replicas of antique dining cars.

P.M. Now that you are properly appetized, head east to the
Jewelry District and the hidden CAV Restaurant (call for
directions; 401-751-2164), which is housed [n & funky histaric [oft
space filled wilh African and Asian artifacts, all of which are for
sale. On the menw heaith-conscious fare like carrol ginger soup
and Block Istand striped sea bass. For nighttime entertanment,
gratya sofa at the Cable Car Cinema (204 5. Main 5t 401-272-
ag700 lor art-house flicks and free popcorn refllls, or head to the
raughty area of Allens Avenue for the tasteful Montreal-style male
skrip jeint Trixx (257 Allens Ave; 401-432-7780). Mot far is the
multi-room Club Gallery (150 Point 5t.; A01-F517166), 8 favarite of
gay men avery night except Saturday, when it becomes Girispot,
ane of Mew England's-blggest lesbian parties, O

“Hundreds of people come from all over the place—even fram
New York City—for the ProviDance parties by Chris Harris
Presents (401-831-3526), which have different themes llke white
party, Madonna madness, and the military ball. They happen on
Sunday nights on most holiday weekends.”

=Alexis M, Gorriaran, Providence R.1




