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Every hometown has them – kids raised by the community
who made it big. In Kelowna, they’re proud of the athletes,
actors, politicians and others who have come out of the
community to make their mark in the world.

Who knew the geeky kid in the back row of your Social Studies
class would ever end up on your television one day? And how
often does an early morning – every early morning – spent on
the ice with a hockey puck and a stick result in an NHL career?

Here are a few of Kelowna’s brightest lights.

Taylor Kitsch

Image: Eva Rinaldi

Best-known for his portrayal of high school football star Tim
Riggins on NBC’s Friday Night Lights, actor Taylor Kitsch has
scored big with audiences and critics in such movies as The
Covenant, John Tucker Must Die, Snakes on a Plane, Battleship
and John Carter. He now shares the lead (with Colin Farrell and
Vince Vaughn) in HBO’s True Detective. Taylor was born in
Kelowna, before moving to Vancouver and eventually New
York City, where he got his big break.
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Image: Gage Skidmore

This actress is mostly known for her role as Kate Austen in the
series Lost. Though she was born in Fort Saskatchewan,
Alberta, she moved to Kelowna with her mother when she was
a young girl. She is also known for her roles in The Hobbit
trilogy and The Hurt Locker.

Josh Gorges

Image: Elliot/Wikipedia

A number of National Hockey League players were born in
Kelowna, including defenseman Josh Gorges, who has played
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more than 600 NHL games. Most of these games were played
with the Montreal Canadiens, along with a brief stint with San
Jose and Buffalo Sabres. Gorges started with the hometown
Rockets and captained the team to a 2004 Memorial Cup
championship.

Justin Schultz

Image: Connor Mah

The Edmonton Oilers’ Justin Schultz, who also plays defense,
has three solid NHL seasons under his belt. He startred with
the local Westside Warriors before moving to collegiate hockey
in the United States at the University of Wisconsin.
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Image: Kelowna Rockets

The Kelowna Rockets deliver exciting WHL hockey to an
appreciative Okanagan audience, winning the Memorial Cup in
2004. More than three-dozen Rockets have graduated to the
NHL, including Shea Weber, Sheldon Souray, Luke Schenn,
Chuck Kobasew, Duncan Keith, Scott Hannan and Todd
Fedoruk.
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William Bennett was leader of the provincial Social Credit party
and the 25th Premier of British Columbia. With 20 years in
office, he’s the longest-serving premier. Under his leadership,
the Social Credit won seven consecutive elections. After losing
the 1972 election to Dave Barrett and the New Democratic
Party, Bennett retired from politics. He passed away in 1979 at
the age of 78.

Book your getaway now.
TourismKelowna.com

Facebook @Vancitybuzz

Twitter @Vancitybuzz

Instagram @Vancitybuzz

Get The Weekly Buzz
delivered to your inbox
every Thursday

Your email addressSubscribe

http://www.vancitybuzz.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/TK-WAC-Bennett.png
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayEcopies&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3212487&rec_nbr_list=3212487,3260240&title=W.A.C.+Bennett.+&ecopy=a115138
http://adserver.pressboard.ca/c/link?c=60169&w=19&l=2519748866228174824
http://adserver.pressboard.ca/c/link?c=60169&w=19&l=2519748866228174824
http://on.fb.me/17RuupZ
http://bit.ly/15ICGtO
http://bit.ly/1lIPLuv


23/09/2015 6 Kelowna residents who made it big

http://www.vancitybuzz.com/2015/07/kelowna­residents­today­stars/ 7/10

Vancity Buzz Your inside source for Vancouver
happenings. Established 2008.

Follow  @vancitybuzz More from Vancity Buzz

     submit  

About the author

Around the Web

The Future of Commerce

BookBub

Happy Dieter

Investment Cube Quiz

Forbes

36 Secret Foods Hiding Gluten Book

3 myths of language fluency people still believe
Babbel

Don't Get Trapped by an Insane Marketing Strategy

Read Books? Here's The Worst Kept Secret Among
Bookworms

Top 10 Anti-Aging Superfoods

Do You Have What it Takes to be a Millionaire?

World’s 30 Highest Paid Musicians... And What They
Make

What is Your Gluten Toxicity Score? | Take This Short
Quiz and Find Out Now.

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=vancitybuzz&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/vancitybuzz
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/author/vancitybuzz/
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F
http://bufferapp.com/add?id=35a3b988f731d018&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F&text=6+Kelowna+residents+who+made+it+big&count=none&placement=button&utm_source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars%2F&utm_medium=buffer_button&utm_campaign=buffer&source=button
http://www.pressboardmedia.com/
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=14381137&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz
http://thebookinsider.com/book-lovers-are-obsessed-with-this-website-ca/
http://www.happydieter.net/top-10-anti-aging-superfoods/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=antiaging&utm_content=antiaging&utm_campaign=antiaging
http://investment-cube.com/Millionaire_Quiz/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz
http://www3.forbes.com/forbes/the-worlds-30-highest-paid-musicians-2/?utm_campaign=highest-paid-musicians-int&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz
http://thealternativedaily.com/glutentoxic.html?dad=1&cid=tabooladad9&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.babbel.com/magazine/myths-of-fluency?slc=engmag-a37-vid-bv12-fluencymyths-tb&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=CON&utm_campaign=cd_engall_gen_cx1_fluencymyths&utm_term=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz


23/09/2015 6 Kelowna residents who made it big

http://www.vancitybuzz.com/2015/07/kelowna­residents­today­stars/ 8/10

by TaboolaSponsored Links

Facebook Conversations

The Absolute Best Cheap All-Inclusive Resorts
TripCurator

15 Spectacular and Hair-Raising Roads
EarthTripper

The Gmail Trick That Google Doesn't Want You to Know
Boomerang for Gmail

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://www.babbel.com/magazine/myths-of-fluency?slc=engmag-a37-vid-bv12-fluencymyths-tb&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=CON&utm_campaign=cd_engall_gen_cx1_fluencymyths&utm_term=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz&utm_campaign=H10-CA-Taboola
http://www.earthtripper.com/15-spectacular-and-hair-raising-roads?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=Hair-Raising-Roads-UK-DT&utm_content=vancitybuzz-vancitybuzz
http://www.boomeranggmail.com/l/most-productive-users.html?utm_medium=cpc-intl&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=b4g+paid+2015&utm_content=taboola+LP3
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=936584456371582&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2F6brUqVNoWO3.js%3Fversion%3D41%23cb%3Df99b65a9%26domain%3Dwww.vancitybuzz.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%252Fffb9dc18%26relation%3Dparent.parent&colorscheme=light&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F07%2Fkelowna-residents-today-stars&locale=en_US&numposts=4&publish_feed=true&sdk=joey&skin=light&version=v2.0&width=100%25
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/


23/09/2015 6 Kelowna residents who made it big

http://www.vancitybuzz.com/2015/07/kelowna­residents­today­stars/ 9/10

Volkswagen emissions
scandal affecting 11 million
cars globally4 comments • a day ago

G — We did but the
program was removed at
the beginning of this year.
It also only tested vehicles

Paws up! Nordstrom
Vancouver is dog­friendly
13 comments • 2 days ago

baked fool — boo hoo for
you.

City Council approves 178­
unit rental housing project
in Vancouver West End1 comment • 15 hours ago

Amazed100 — What is
significant about this
decision is that the city is
already ignoring the West

B.C. government hard drive
misplaced containing
student information1 comment • a day ago

Jack — uhhhh time to get
the CSIS right now.

ALSO ON VANCITY BUZZ

Comments Community  Login1

Sort by Best

Join the discussion…

• Reply •

Andy  •  2 months ago

Where's Rory Macdonald....
  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

Dan  •  2 months ago

Where's Rory Macdonald (UFC top 3 fighter; and as of last
weekend, in the fight of the year for the UFC
championship), and Andy Bell (Jackass, Nitro Circus, and
FMX rider)?

 △ ▽  

WHAT'S THIS?

 Recommend

Share ›

Share ›

Contact Us Advertise With Us Send us a Tip
Buzz Web Design Services

Contact us
Masthead

Contributors

http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2Fvolkswagen-emissions-scandal%2F%3AHCmJaneT6DJZ0Fuqm4emxhEgRBE&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4154887013&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4154887013
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2Fvolkswagen-emissions-scandal%2F%3AHCmJaneT6DJZ0Fuqm4emxhEgRBE&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4154887013&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4154887013
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2Fnordstrom-vancouver-allows-dog-friendly%2F%3AOvx_AKU3vUo4rIKqJWQLcMzFi2U&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4151237133&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4151237133
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2Fnordstrom-vancouver-allows-dog-friendly%2F%3AOvx_AKU3vUo4rIKqJWQLcMzFi2U&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4151237133&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4151237133
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2F1754-1772-pendrell-street-vancouver-west-end-rental-housing%2F%3AUDmnzeax2kvp__FqrPg6QaHN77o&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4156205988&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4156205988
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2F1754-1772-pendrell-street-vancouver-west-end-rental-housing%2F%3AUDmnzeax2kvp__FqrPg6QaHN77o&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4156205988&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4156205988
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2Fgovernment-hard-drive-misplaced%2F%3AtSST_9zzfpSvgKA60TJzrtsZvCg&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4155256592&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4155256592
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vancitybuzz.com%2F2015%2F09%2Fgovernment-hard-drive-misplaced%2F%3AtSST_9zzfpSvgKA60TJzrtsZvCg&imp=2omct5e3f0a669&prev_imp=2olsus11t99vob&forum_id=542686&forum=vancitybuzz&thread_id=3930584398&thread=4155256592&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4155256592
https://disqus.com/home/forums/vancitybuzz/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/2015/07/kelowna-residents-today-stars/#comment-2135327168
https://disqus.com/by/dan_rojas/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/2015/07/kelowna-residents-today-stars/#comment-2136692537
https://disqus.com/by/dan_rojas/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/contact-us/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/advertise-with-us/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/?page_id=116667
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/website-design/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/masthead/


23/09/2015 6 Kelowna residents who made it big

http://www.vancitybuzz.com/2015/07/kelowna­residents­today­stars/ 10/10

©2015 Buzz Connected Media Inc. Policies Terms & Conditions

http://www.vancitybuzz.com/policies/
http://www.vancitybuzz.com/privacy-policy/
http://twitter.com/vancitybuzz
http://facebook.com/VCBuzz
http://www.flickr.com/groups/vancitybuzz
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=UUm3DfoFxJO0iKvVHAdpdOKg&feature=plcp
http://www.reddit.com/domain/vancitybuzz.com/
http://instagram.com/vancitybuzz

