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Team Lansing Foundation Announces Greater Lansing 
Certified Tourism Ambassador of the Year 

 
 
 
LANSING, Mich. – The Team Lansing Foundation and the Greater Lansing Convention and Visitors 
Bureau are pleased to recognize Zach Smith, Front Desk Agent with the Kellogg Hotel and Conference 
Center, as the 2011 Certified Tourism Ambassador of the Year. The announcement was made at the 
First Annual Greater Lansing Certified Tourism Ambassador Star Awards held last week at the Lansing 
Center. 
 
“Tourism is about creating experiences and front-line workers can have the biggest impact on making a 
visitor’s time in Greater Lansing memorable,” said W. Lee Hladki, President of the GLCVB and 
Executive Director of the Team Lansing Foundation. “Zach exemplifies the goals of the CTA program by 
showing confidence in interactions with guests, dedication to premium customer service, pride in our 
region and establishing credibility within our industry.” 
 
The Greater Lansing Certified Tourism Ambassador program, which began in August of 2010, aims to 
equip residents in front-line hospitality and tourism-related positions, such as hotel, local attractions and 
restaurant employees, with a more in-depth knowledge of the area’s many assets so they may help create 
a more positive and memorable visitor experience. Upon completion of the program curriculum, delivered 
through reading assignments and one half-day in-class session and exam, participants will receive a 
thorough education and a nationally recognized certification designation to add to their resume. 
 
While focused on the hospitality community, any interested Greater Lansing resident may enroll. 
Currently there are over 350 CTA’s in the area. The cost for the course is $20 per person, with group rates 
also available. To access a class schedule and additional information visit www.ctanetwork.com.   
 
 
 

The mission of the Team Lansing Foundation is to champion destination development in Greater Lansing  
through education, research and participation with initiatives that enhance and elevate the  

value of the tourism assets within our community. 
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dsippel@boothnewspapers.com; Jzadikian@aaamichigan.com; mholland@boothnewspapers.com; 
laurieburger@comcast.net; amanda@lepfa.com; nnoll@craa.com; KRossman@rossmangroup.com; 
MPischea@rossmangroup.com; lmullin@ci.east-lansing.mi.us; tstaton@ci.east-lansing.mi.us; 
avanant@cityofeastlansing.com; rfreeman@ci.lansing.mi.us; rhannan@ci.lansing.mi.us; 
cathleen.hagan@tigeroak.com; jtrager@usae-e-mail.com; ben@usae-e-mail.com; mail@usaenews.com; 
communications@cooley.edu; aliayunis@mindspring.com; kim@meetingsmichigan.com; 
Bob@meetingsmichigan.com; editorial@asaenet.org; sbriscoe@asaecenter.org; e.; 
lmccullough@cmasolutions.com; info@mmpi.org; convene@pcma.org; katie.morell@meetingsmedia.com; 
Lisa.Schumacher@meredith.com; travis@msae.org; solomon@blackmeetingsandtourism.com; glo@bmtmag.com; 
kclemens@destinationmarketing.org; rkauffman@destinationmarketing.org; therrick@facilitiesonline.com; 
banks@midwestmeetings.com; SAmer@successfulmeetings.com; vmitchell@smallmarketmeetings.com; 
klanigan@ascendmedia.com; asheinman@mcmag.com; ktindell@hsmai.org; jsmith@hsmai.org; 
stevey@milodging.org; kldraves@tucker-usa.com; zimmermanng@michigan.org; yarsevichk@michigan.org; 
borgstromk@michigan.org; lorenzd@michigan.org; dianna@promotemichigan.com; travel@wmta.org; 
sarah@wmta.org; joyce@circlemichigan.com; zeitgeist@ntarget.com; swain@ur.msu.edu; drbonnie@msu.edu; 
beck@bus.msu.edu; lauren@ciesaonline.com; lisao@publicom.com; fergusond@leapincorporated.com; 
don@northstarideas.com; Barbara.morrow@meredith.com; kathusitalo@mac.com; kimschneider@chartermi.net; 
abowenwriter@yahoo.com; pride.todd@yahoo.com; ecreager@freepress.com; travel@fresspress.com; 
f.risper@comcast.net; tncp@comcast.net; kmcfatridge@lansing.gannett.com; brad@capitalgainsmedia.com; 
subannurcooley@gmail.com; jsardar@wlns.com; tim.gillette@wilx.com; fox47news@fox47news.com; 
stephanie.mccoy@citcomm.com; gary.austin@citcomm.com; deb.hart@citcomm.com; scott@1017mikefm.com; 
eblingandyou@tds.net; todd.kulman@mwcradio.com; publisher@lsj.com; business@lsj.com; kpolzin@lsj.com; 
jgrimm@lansing.gannett.com; news@statenews.com; publisher@lansingcitypulse.com; zgmcmillin@gmail.com; 
stacy@lansingbusinessmonthly.com; sarah@lansingbusinessmonthly.com; elcentral1@aol.com; 
businesstoday@wilx.com; cynthia@wkar.org; ecreager@freepress.com; srpollack@detnews.com; 
alane@crain.com; mlee@crain.com; amber.cole@citcomm.com; josh.strickland@citcomm.com; Mshiels@aol.com; 
rich@wmmq.com; deb@wmmq.com; danny.stewart@citcomm.com; jayhicks@power965fm.com; 
todd.kulman@mwcradio.com; mike@wqtx.net; exposure@impact89fm.org; wlnzinfo@yahoo.com; 
mshaw@flc.org; arenkas@lsj.com; agreen3@lsj.com; mdomsic@lsj.com; smurray2@lsj.com; sangel@lsj.com; 
news@statenews.com; kmadden@gannett.com; cbleck@gannett.com; wkangas@gannett.com; 
neal@lansingcitypulse.com; avwilson89@hotmail.com; rachelrockstar@gmail.com; info@cawlm.com; 
emily@cawlm.com; jaypricepublishing@yahoo.com; johng@county-journal.com; info@williamston.org; 
Brittney@oldtownmainstreet.org; mindy@lansingpsd.com; hpope@ci.east-lansing.mi.us; 
azimmerman@lansingchamber.org; parke159@gmail.com; info@maba.biz; stephaniec@nwlansing.org; 
deltaside@gmail.com; grahams@leapinc.biz; lstough@fluencymedia.com; dserino@gammet.com; 
stiles@lifeinlansing.com; heardl@lcc.edu; talk@talklansing.net; Julie Pingston; Macie Schriner 
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