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Cashing In on Culture

Courtesy Paducah CVB

Groups can immerse themselves in fiber art at the National Quilt Museum in Paducah.

Local traditions drive events in these cities

By Gabi Logan

D
uring the recession, many meeting planners, even at high-
end financial firms, turned to lesser-known destinations close 
to home to give their groups something new without break-

ing the bank. As this trend on the meeting side and the rise in stayca-
tions on the leisure side collided with locavore food movements and a 
growing interest in experiential travel, having a meeting somewhere 
near but new has become all the rage, thanks to cultural opportunities 
available in these destinations.

Here are five smaller cities across the country where meeting groups 
can immerse themselves in local culture.

Paducah, Kentucky
In 2013, Paducah, Kentucky, became the third city in the United States 

to be recognized as a UNESCO Creative City for its incredible legacy of 
fiber artisanship. As only the seventh city in the world to be chosen for 
its crafts and folk art, Paducah, the home of the National Quilt Museum 
and one of the largest annual quilting shows in the world, was a natu-
ral choice. But the city has even more to offer groups.

“The Lower Town Arts District was a pioneer in its day in terms of 
urban renewal, using artists from all over the country who essentially 
cut and pasted themselves into lower-cost studios here,” said Fowler 

Black, sales director for the Paducah Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
The CVB has created five signature experiences for groups to dive 

into the artistic, geographic and cultural heritage of the city. Groups of 
up to 50 can work with the Yeiser Art Center to organize a walk of the 
floodwall murals followed by a hands-on painting experience, or they 
can take a VIP tour of the National Quilt Museum and create their own 
fusion fiber arts. Smaller groups can also do a two-hour workshop to 
learn to make custom quilt blocks.

www.paducah.travel

Albuquerque, New Mexico
In Albuquerque, New Mexico, there are so many local cultural 

activities competing for groups’ attention, it can be hard to choose. The 
Native American culture mixes with the Spanish colonial, which flows 
into the Mexican, which bolsters the Western cowboys. 

Albuquerque has the honor of being home to two world-class cul-
tural facilities: the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, which represents the 
19 Pueblo Nations in New Mexico, and the National Hispanic Cultural 
Center. Both include museums as well as meeting rooms, allowing 
groups to break up their event with museum tours or experiential 
team building, such as the Hispanic Cultural Center’s immersive gene-

http://www.smallmarketmeetings.com
http://www.paducah.travel
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Courtesy Albuquerque CVB

An artist demonstrates traditional crafts at Albuquerque’s Indian Pueblo Cultural Center.

alogy activity. That center 
also has three theaters, with 
room for up to 700 guests in 
the largest.

“One of the things we tell 
our planners is that if they 
don’t have the budget to 
leave the hotel or conven-
tion site, or if they have a 
packed schedule but still 
want attendees to have the 
experience of the city, they 
can have solo guitarists or 
trios, flamenco dancers, or 
Native American dancers 
and flautists at their venue,” 
said Cecilia Padilla-Quillen, 
director of convention ser-
vices for the Albuquerque 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

www.visitalbuquerque.org

Shreveport, Louisiana
Thanks to its location on 

the Red River right near 
where Texas and Arkansas 
meet Louisiana, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, has long been a 
bustling trade town. Oil money throughout 
much of the 1900s kept the city flush with opu-
lent mansions and a rich culture of music clubs, 
and the dawn of riverboat casinos just before the 
turn of the millennium ensured that energy car-
ried through to today.

Shreveport’s history can come alive for your 
group as the CVB organizes walking tours 
through town in which meeting groups can run 
into Bonnie and Clyde, Hank Williams, Huddie 
Ledbetter and Elvis Presley on their way to din-
ner. 

“When we have a group in town, everybody 
goes the extra mile,” said David Bradley, vice 
president of convention and tourism sales for the 
Shreveport-Bossier Convention and Tourist 
Bureau. “Business owners say, ‘Let me know if 
you need me to volunteer.’ The local culture is 
overwhelming. Everybody gets treated the same 
here, and I really like that.”

From a retreat in the green room at the Silver 
Star Smokehouse, to a private tour and concert 
in the Shreveport Municipal Auditorium where 
Elvis had his first performance, to a meeting in 
a community general store dating back to 1898, 
Shreveport’s “come on in” culture opens doors to 
venues that feel intimate, no matter the size.

www.shreveport-bossier.org

http://www.visitalbuquerque.org
http://www.shreveport-bossier.org
mailto:christian@visitfairfieldca.com
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Courtesy Hawaii VCB

Meetings in Honolulu often include a traditional Polynesian greeting.

PLAN
ON...

GREATER
LANSING

AFFORDABILITY

VENUES & RATES
FOR EVERY BUDGET

ACCESSIBILITY

CENTRAL LOCATION
BOOSTS ATTENDANCE

www.lansing.org
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ING

DEDICATION

VOTED 2014 BEST
 CVB IN MICHIGAN*

517.377.1434
amoon@lansing.org

517.377.1405
atoy@lansing.org

*Source: Michigan chapter of Meeting Professionals International

CTA

CMP, CTA

http://www.smallmarketmeetings.com
http://www.lansing.org
mailto:amoon@lansing.org
mailto:atoy@lansing.org
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Courtesy Hawaii VCB

Honolulu beachfront properties offer a variety of meeting venues.

Honolulu, Hawaii
Looking to get beyond the typical luau? Hawaii 

is never a hard sell, but it can be a challenge to 
find the authentic heritage experiences among 
all the luxury hotels and beach culture. So the 
Hawaii Visitor and Convention Bureau has put 
together a slate of activities and unusual event 
venues to mix business with Hawaiian culture.

Up in the hills and away from the throngs of 
sarongs, the Manoa Heritage Center offers groups 
both meeting space and the opportunity to tour 
ancient ceremonial grounds and learn about 
traditional Hawaiian plants before enjoying a 
Hawaiian lunch complemented by fresh poi 
made by the group during a poi-pounding class. 
The CVB can also arrange for a gyotaku, or fish-
painting artisan, to come and do a workshop 
with your group that will culminate in their own 
hand-pressed Hawaiian fish shirts.

Right in the middle of downtown, meeting 
groups can experience life like Hawaii royalty at 
two homes of the last Hawaiian monarch, Queen 
Liliuokalani. Private tours are available of 
Washington Place, which became the gubernato-
rial mansion following the residence of Queen 
Liliuokalani, and groups can end their day with 
a reception and a meal at Iolani Palace, the resi-
dence of the Kamehameha Dynasty.

www.meethawaii.com

YOU CAN CHECK “CONVENIENCE” 
OFF YOUR LIST OF MUST-HAVES

When it comes to location, Hendricks County rises to the top.  

If your participants need to fly in, they’ll have a free shuttle from the airport (just 10 minutes 

away). And if they’re driving here, it couldn’t be easier to find us right off major interstates, 

just west of Indianapolis. We will help you find the meeting and hotel space you need PLUS 

plan after-hours activities your guests will enjoy.

5

6565

7070

7474

46465

Indianapolis

HENDRICKS
COUNTY

CONTACT: BECKY HARRIS, Director of Sales

Becky@VisitHendricksCounty.com

VISITHENDRICKSCOUNTY.COM/MIDWEST

800-321-9666

top. 

COMPARE ONLINE!
See all your Hendricks County 
options in our handy online 
comparison chart.

http://www.meethawaii.com
mailto:Becky@VisitHendricksCounty.com
http://VISITHENDRICKSCOUNTY.COM/MIDWEST
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Lancaster, Pennsylvania
For meeting groups, a trip to Pennsylvania Dutch country can offer a combination of enjoy-

able cultural exploration and the opportunity to bring back valuable skills for business and 
community building.

Three venues offer interpretive museum and living-history experiences: the 1805 Amish 
Farm and House, 1840’s Amish Village, and Landis Valley Village and Farm Museum. Landis 
Valley Village explores the history of the Pennsylvania Dutch from the 1740s to the 1940s 
through more than 20 historic buildings exploring traditional Amish trades, cooking and 
village life, including local fraktur calligraphy. 

For a look at how Lancaster County’s Amish live today, Brunswick Tours and All-In-One 
Tours can bring groups for half- or whole-day excursions to Amish homes to have casual 
conversations about the Amish lifestyle and enjoy meals with families.

Groups can carry the historic vibe through their entire meeting in downtown Lancaster, 
where the convention center hotel, the Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square, includes a facade 
from the town’s 1800s department store and holds an entire 1804 federal-style building in its 
lobby.

www.discoverlancaster.com

Courtesy Discover Lancaster

Groups meeting in Lancaster can engage the area’s Amish culture in a variety of ways.

http://www.smallmarketmeetings.com
http://www.discoverlancaster.com
http://www.visitchampaigncounty.org
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www.destinationirvine.com/meeting

Destination Irvine Offers $2,500 Incentive to  

Host Your Next Meeting in One of Irvine's 16 Hotels 

To Qualify:

▶  Must book a minimum of (60) room nights over at least  
two consecutive nights

▶  Work with Destination Irvine to develop and distribute the lead

▶  Book meeting in one of Irvine’s 16 hotels

▶  Book meeting within the term of the promotion, actualized  
within the term of the promotion*

▶  Must be a new meeting that has not been held in Irvine within the  
past six months

▶  Does not apply to already contracted meetings

Bring Your Meeting to 
Irvine, California

To receive additional  
information contact:  

 
Demea Metcalf,  

Director of Sales 
demea@destinationirvine.com  

(949) 502-4127

To receive additio

BONUS:
  Receive an additional 5% for 

60 room nights or more booked 

during soft or need periods!

Courtesy Shreveport-Bossier CTB

Local Shreveport chefs help meeting groups experience the flavors of Louisiana.

http://www.destinationirvine.com/meeting
mailto:demea@destinationirvine.com
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