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SHARE YOUR SNAPS
See some amazing sight on your last vacation? 
Eat an unforgettable dish? Still laughing at that 
oddly translated road sign? Share your vacation 
photos with Boston Herald readers — just  
email your photos and/or short videos to  
photos@bostonherald.com.

The hard part about planning 
a Florida getaway is dealing 
with the FOMO (fear of miss-

ing out). If you head to a great 
shopping destination, you might 

miss out on water sports. Find 
a quaint village, and you might 
not have a chance to immerse 
yourself in culture. And if you plan 
activities with the kids in mind, 
you might miss some excellent 
grown-up fun.

But Florida has a solution to 
FOMO — it’s called Tampa.

This vibrant city in central Florida 
offers, from end to end, just about 
every amazing Florida experience 
one could imagine. Soar on a wild 
roller coaster in the morning as 

your kids (or the kid in you) scream 
with delight, then quietly take in 
some history in the afternoon. Start 
your day communing with nature 
at an impressive zoo or aquarium, 
then end it at a communal table 
served by a top chef. 

Tampa has always had a great 
vibe and location, but a focus on 
bringing it to the next level in the 
past decade has paid off. If you 
haven’t been there in a few years, 
a visit should be on your list. New 
features include an art museum 

By MOIRA McCARTHY

A warm 
welcome!

A A 
welwelcome!come!

TAmPA 
viSiTORS 
will fiNd 
THERE’S 

SO mUcH 
TO dO

wHERE THE PAlm 
TREES SwAY: Tampa’s 
skyline is framed by 
palm trees.
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and children’s museum, a wealth 
of quality restaurants (Tampa is 
no longer known for chains) and 
nearly endless activities, events 
and breathtaking views along the 
2.5-mile Tampa Riverwalk. 

It all starts as soon as you 
land. The Tampa International 
Airport is continuously ranked 
as a top airport in the world, 
and with recent renovations 
and expansions, your arrival and 
departure is a snap. 

Where to stay
The choices are diverse, and 

while the city still aspires to be 
a true five-star location, it offers 
everything from bohemian chic 
and classic comfort to large-
scale posh and more.

For a high-style stay in a large, 
full-service hotel, the Tampa 
Marriott Waterside is a great 
choice. In the heart of downtown 
Tampa situated along the water-
front, the Tampa Marriott Water
side Hotel & Marina features 
first-class accommodations, 
including 34 Stay Well rooms, 
as well as modern amenities, 
including two on-site restau-
rants, a waterfront lobby bar, 
fitness facilities and rooftop pool 
with views of the city skyline 

and Tampa Bay. Next door to the 
Tampa Convention Center and 
the Amalie Arena, home of the 
Tampa Lightning, the hotel is also 
conveniently located to Tampa 
International Airport, Raymond 
James Stadium, Port Tampa Bay, 
the Florida Aquarium and historic 
Ybor City. Learn more at tampa 
waterside.com.

 
For a unique stay mixed 

with culinary fun, consider the 
Epicurean Hotel. The first newly 
constructed property in the 
United States to join the pres-
tigious Autograph Collection 
of Marriott International Inc., 

the Epicurean is situated in the 
trendy Hyde Park historic district 
of South Tampa called SoHo. The 
boutique property is equal parts 
vacation dream spot and local 
hot spot. Just down the road 
from the waterfront of Bayshore 
Boulevard, the Epicurean is amid 
the city’s social buzz for high-end 
boutiques  and top-rated restau-
rants, bars and nightclubs.

The hotel’s 137 guest rooms 
and suites blend urban chic 
and luxurious comfort, each 
decorated to reflect the culinary 
heritage and unique nature of the 
area, with butcher-block-style UNDER THE SEA: The Florida Aquarium hosts a variety of undersea 

creatures, above. A Riverwalk canopy, above left, is lit at sunset.

PHoToS CoURTESY oF VISIT TAMPA

Read our Herald 
Traveler blog at 
bostonherald.com.

See TAMPA, Page 30
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cabinetry and reclaimed wood 
bathroom doors designed by 
local  craftsmen. 

The hotel’s “Theatre” puts 
the culinary world on display, 
often with famous chefs creat-
ing dishes right before your eyes. 
The Epicurean also offers a pool, 
complimentary bicycles for tool-
ing around town, a fitness center 
and “Dive in Movies” played 
poolside at night. Learn more at 
epicureanhotel.com.

For a classic choice you can 
count on, head to the Embassy 
Suites by Hilton Tampa USF. The 
spacious suites made famous by 
this brand are there 
for you, along with 
complimentary break-
fast and happy hour/
party each afternoon. 
The location is ideal 
too — just a quick 
jaunt from Busch Gardens. It also 
offers a great pool, fitness center 
and all the amenities you could 
need including on-site laundry 
(always a bonus for family travel 
or extended stays). Learn more 

at embassysuites3.hilton.com. 

What to do
The city offers every sort of 

activity one can imagine, but 
there are some must–do’s to fit 

into your stay.
Nature, of course, plays a key 

role. And while you can soak it 
in along the Riverwalk, you can 
get up close to it and learn more 

Craving fun in the sun? Tampa 
offers a wild time for everyone

CHECK IT OUT: See a ring-tailed 
lemur, above, at the Florida 
Aquarium or ride the Cheetah 
Hunt at Busch Gardens, right.

phoTo courTEsy oF vIsIT TAMpA

TAMPA, from Page 29

See TAMPA, Page 32 phoTo courTEsy oF sEAWorLD pArKs ENTErTAINMENT
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in two great spots, the Lowry Park Zoo and the 
Florida Aquarium.

Five-time winner of the TripAdvisor Certificate 
of Excellence (2010-2015), Lowry Park Zoo is 
one of the most popular zoos in the southeast-
ern United States, with more than 1 million visi-
tors annually. The zoo originated in the 1930s as 
a municipal department with a small collection 
of Florida native species. It grew throughout the 
next four decades.

The mission of the zoo is “to connect people 
with the living earth,” while promoting conser-
vation, education, research and recreation, and 
by serving as a resource for the community 
regarding conservation and environmental mat-
ters affecting animals and habitats. Growing to 
what now encompasses 56 acres of naturalistic 
animal exhibits in a tropical garden setting, the 
zoo offers popular educational programming 
and fun recreational amenities, for which it 
has won accolades as one of the country’s top 
family-friendly zoos. You can get close to 1,200 
animals, and take part in special events, check 
out the zoo school and even ride a carrousel. 
Learn more at lowryparkzoo.org.

The Florida Aquarium is known as one of the 
top aquariums in the nation, where you can learn 
about the sea and get up close to it, and a place 
that treasures and protects the ocean and its in-
habitants. With more than 20,000 animals at the 

TAMPA, from Page 30

Lowry Park Zoo, Florida Aquarium two must-sees

BEAUTY BY THE BAY: Sunset  
overlooking the Riverwalk  
and downtown Tampa.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VISIT TAMPA BAY

See TAMPA, Page 34
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aquarium, including sharks 
and seahorses, you’re 
sure to have an amazing 
aquatic experience.

You begin your aquarium 
adventure on a Florida 
Wetlands Trail. Winding 
through a vast mangrove 
forest, you encounter river 
otters, free-flying birds 
and native fish. Continu-
ing to the second floor 
of the wetlands gallery, 
you enter the Journey to 
Madagascar. Filled with 
ring-tailed lemurs, hissing 
cockroaches and colorful 
chameleons, this exhibit 
captures the unique island 
of Madagascar and the 
diverse animals that call it 
home. 

The next part on your 
journey takes you through 
Bays & Beaches, where 
you’ll discover a goliath 
grouper and other species 
that live in Tampa Bay. 
Be sure to make a stop at 
Stingray Beach, where you 
can touch stingrays and 
sharks. (And if you are 15 
or older, you can actually 
swim with the sharks).

There is so much more, 
including a penguin colony, 
a dolphin cruise and the 
Splash Pad, an outdoor wa-
ter adventure zone. Learn 
more at flaquarium.org.

At the Museum of Sci-
ence & Industry, visitors 
will be amazed by this 
scientific playground that 
contains with more than 
450 hands-on experiences. 
At MOSI (pronounced 
“mosey”), you can ride 
in the only driverless car 
open to the public any-
where in America, witness 
the future in 3-D Printing: 
The Exhibition and see 
3-D printing live every 
day, experience an immer-
sive film in Florida’s only 
five-story-tall IMAX Dome 
theater, explore the stars in 
the Saunders Planetarium 
and have a blast inside Kids 
In Charge!  — the largest 
children’s science center in 
the nation, complete with 
a simulated moon base 
funded by NASA.

There’s also a butterfly 
garden, zip line and ropes 
course. Learn more at 
mosi.org.

If you want to shop, eat 
and, yes, be entertained, 
you’re in luck. One great 
spot is the amazing Ybor 
City, where you can dive 

into what was the center of 
the cigar industry. Today, 
you can still roll your own 
cigar there, take historic 
tours and much more.

For great entertainment, 
you can count on the Straz 
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. From the current 
“Wizard of Oz,” to head-
lining illusionists, there’s 
always something great to 
take in. Cabaret, comedy, 
Broadway, national shows 
and local stars all take the 
stage regularly. Tickets are 
easy to get ahead of time, 
and last-minute decisions 
can usually be supported. 

The Straz is also home to 
the Florida Opera Center, 
which will delight fans and 
where newbies to it can 
see up close why opera is 
an amazing art. There are 
Family Broadway nights 
as well, and a great array 
of dining choices on-site. 
Learn more at strazcenter.
org.

And while there’s plenty 
of shopping all over, the 
local hub of shopping has 
to be Hyde Park Village, a 
must visit in Tampa.

Hyde Park Village is 
comprised of six city 
blocks in the heart of the 
Hyde Park Historic Dis-
trict — one of Tampa Bay’s 
most desirable residential 
areas. Since its first build-
ings were constructed in 
1905, this landmark retail 
destination has been a 
cherished regional hub. It’s 
home to a unique mix-
ture of local, regional and 
national retailers, including 
Anthropologie, Juxtapose 
Apparel & Studio, Sprinkles, 
Kendra Scott, Brooks Broth-
ers, Blue Moon Trading 
Co., Lululemon Athletica, 
CineBistro, Sur La Table, 
Bartaco, J. McLaughlin, 
Downtown Dogs, Piquant 
Epicure & Cuisine, Pottery 
Barn, Pottery Barn Kids, 
Salt Pines, West Elm, The 
Shade Store, London Philips 
and more. 

The village offers a vari-
ety of national, regional and 
local shopping, dining and 
entertainment essentials 
to the Tampa Bay com-
munity. With a beautiful 
fountain, brick walkways 
and majestic oak trees, it 
also provides an exception-
al venue for the monthly 
Fresh Market held the first 
Sunday of the month. Learn 
more at hydeparkvillage.
com.

TAMPA, from Page 32

Bask in the sun in 

 To advertise in this guide 
 please call Marybeth at 617-423-4545 ext. 5293 
 or email marybeth.burns@ bostonherald.com

 G E T A W A Y S G E T A W A Y S

 C A P E  C O D  &  I S L A N D S C A P E  C O D  &  I S L A N D S

 DIRECTLY ON THE 
 OCEAN - Your best  THR EE SEASO NS R ESO R T -

 vacation ever. 300’ private beach. Heated pool. All units ocean view  w  private 
 balcony/patio. Enjoy breakfast/lunch in our poolside Beaches Cafe. Relax 
 w eekends around the oceanfront Beach Bar. Dine evenings in our aw ard 
 w inning Ocean House Restaurant. Offseason from $150 dbl occ incl tw o $5 
 breakfast/lunch coupons.  508-398-6091 www.threeseasonsresort.com.

 M ID -CA PE - D ENNISPOR T

 M A I N E M A I N E

 Getaw ay:  Just $238 per person, tw o nights lodging, unlimited green fees, a 
 four course dinner and tw o full breakfasts.  M idw eek from just $198!  Or, 
 improve your game w ith our all-inclusive Golf School Vacations.  
 www.bethelinn.com  (800) 654-0125

 The Bethel Inn Resort - 3 day/2 
 night Golf-Stay-Dine W eekend  THE B ETHEL INN R ESO R T -

 B ET H EL

 M A I N E M A I N E
 KENNEB U NKPOR T

 Near Beaches & 
 Kennebunkport shops.  FR ANCISCAN GUEST HO USE -

 Breakfast, Saltw ater pool, A/C, W iFi, CATV, 95 min from Boston. Select Spring 
 dates from $79/nt. Select summer dates start at $119/nt. 
 www.FranciscanGuestHouse.com 207-967-4865

 OLD  OR CH A R D  B EA CH

 for a perfect beachfront escape at the Sea Cliff House M otel in Old Orchard 
 Beach. Luxury suite w/picturesque ocean view s featuring 1 & 2 BR, living 
 rm, fireplace, full kitchen, W iFi & more! Visit our w ebsite for more details & 
 pictures of our suites!  www.seacliffhouse.com 800-326-4589

 Grand Suite still available. Call for 
 details. Leave your stress behind  SEA CLIFF HO USE M O TEL -

 T H I N G S  T O  D O T H I N G S  T O  D O

 W ES T FOR D

 M A S S A C H U S E T T S M A S S A C H U S E T T S
 A n indoor garden filled w ith 
 hundreds of freely flying butterflies!  THE B UTTER FLY PLACE -

 120 Tyngsboro Rd, W estford, M A 01886.  978-392-0955,
 www.butterflyplace-ma.com  Have fun and learn something new.

 POLA ND  SPR INGS
 Enjoy a Stress Free vacation 
 w ith 3 Inns, 3 restaurants,  PO LAND  SPR ING R ESO R T -

 cottages, 18-hole golf course, entertainment, driving range, mini-golf, 
 bocce, tennis courts, pool and much more. Closest lodging to the Oxford 
 Casino.  www.polandspringresort.com 1-866-998-4351  for a free 2016 
 brochure.

 G E T A W A Y S G E T A W A Y S

 M ID -CA PE - SOU T H  YA R M OU T H

 CLAR IO N INN CAPE CO D  -  Your convenient M id-Cape location. 
 Enjoy the huge indoor pool, sauna

 indoor pool, sauna and hot tub. Outdoor heated pool and sundeck.  Fitness 
 Facility. Start your day w ith a complimentary breakfast buffet. Rooms include 
 refrigerators and coffee makers. Close to all mid-cape activities, beaches and 
 restaurants. Free W IFI. Business Center. W eek Day Rates from $149 double 
 occupancy through 6/30. 1199 M ain St Route 28.  www.clarioncapecod.com.
 Reservations  800-527-0359  or  508-394-7600.

 M ID -CA PE - D ENNISPOR T

 D O R YM AN M O TEL-  Compare and decide! On a quiet tree lined  street off the busy highw ays, very short stroll 
 to the sun-kissed beach. Select from standard, kitchenette or connecting 
 units. Free bbq for guests Tues/Fri evenings. Relax around the outdoor pool 
 and sundeck. Gas grills avail for guests. All units incl refrigerator, A/C, W IFI. 
 Rates starting $75-$120 dbl occ. 2015 tripadvisor service excellence w inner. 
 508-394-0000. www.dorymanmotel.com

 A S I A N A S I A N
 M A LD EN

 W e offer a variety of Asian cuisine 
 featuring Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean

 and Thai dishes along w ith Specialty maki rolls, Sushi & Sashimi made 
 fresh to order daily. Live Jazz Thursday-Saturday; Reservations accepted 
 for parties of 6 or more; Online ordering available on our w ebsite 
 www.astrestaurant.com ; All Seasons Table, 64 Pleasant St., M alden, M A 
 02148;  781-397-8788 or 8188 . All major credit cards accepted.

 ALL SEASONS TABLE

 Home of the Original Cuban 
 Sandw ich! Family-ow ned. Friendly. 

 Extensive menu including Latin fare. W e offer Catering and Gift Cards.
 Aw arded for “Gourmet Greatness” by The Phantom Gourmet. You w ill 
 love our menu. Open 7 days beginning at 8 a.m. 416 Centre Street, 
 Jamaica Plain,  617-524-6464. www.elorientaldecuba.net

 EL ORIENTAL DE CUBA
 JA M A ICA  PLA IN

 C U B A N / L A T I N C U B A N / L A T I N

 I T A L I A N I T A L I A N

 Our passion is good food and good 
 friends! W e are committed to providing 

 a memorable dining experience for you - our food is all fresh and specials 
 are created every day. W e can accommodate private functions or cater for 
 you off-site! 18 Lebanon St., M alden, M A;  781-324-3170; 
 www.ristoranteserena.com ; Tue-Thu: 4-9pm; Fri-Sat: 4-10pm; Sunday: 
 4-9pm. Reservations accepted. Follow  us on Facebook!

 SERENA RISTORANTE
 M A LD EN

 698 Hancock Street, Quincy  featuring 
 Japanese Cuisine/Sushi-Teriyaki. Open 7 

 days a w eek for Lunch and Dinner. Featuring side orders and daily 
 specials. Serving beer and w ine. Take out and Delivery Available. For 
 details and directions,  617-773-0888  or visit  www.dbafujimt.com

 FUJI RESTAURANT
 QU INCY

 J A P A N E S E  C U I S I N E J A P A N E S E  C U I S I N E

 To place an ad call 617-423-4545 ext. 5299 or email carol.craig@ bostonherald.com

 I T A L I A N I T A L I A N
 W e are family-owned, located right in the heart of downtown 
 Danvers. Our exquisite dishes are created by combining the 

 D A NVER S

 I PAZZI
 unique flavors from all parts of Italy. W ith our fresh, organic ingredients, 
 home-made pasta, artisan gelato, and rich w ine selection, you w ill love our 
 great food, service, and cozy atmosphere. W e also do catering for the 
 gelato side of the business.  978-777-1955;  50 M aple St., Danvers, M A; 
 M on.-Sat., 5pm-11pm; Sundays only on holidays & for private parties; 
 www.ipazzirestaurant.com

 P I Z Z A P I Z Z A

 Having been voted as  The 
 Best Pizza in Watertown  for  ANDREA’S HOUSE OF PIZZA

 6 consecutive years, w e have served W atertown, Belmont, and parts of 
 Cambridge for over 33 years. W e are family owned - come in and try our 
 calzones, pita bread, homemade baklava, Spinach pies, our classic pizza 
 or one of our wraps! 620 M t. Auburn St., W atertown;  617-924-1760  or 
 617-926-8578;  M on.-Sat., 11am-11pm; Delivery 11am-10:30pm; 
 w w w.andreaspizza.com

 W A T ER TOW N
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beautiful, vibrant Tampa
Busch Gardens calls out 

to lovers of thrills and fun. 
The city is also consid-
ered the hub of craft beer 
in Florida, with two dozen 
breweries in Tampa, and a 
total of 40 within an hour 
of the city. Downtown 
is alive, particularly on 
“Fourth Fridays,” when the 
streets come alive from 
4 to 9 p.m. and museums 

are free.
The Riverwalk offers 

water bike, paddleboard 
and boat rentals as well 
as a water taxi to zip you 
around in a most scenic 
way. The Ybor neighbor-
hood in particular is known 
for being gay-friendly, 
and hosts one of the most 
popular pride celebrations 
in the country.

You can catch Tampa 
in the movies, too — the 
soon-to-open major film 
“Infiltrator” was filmed 
there, as was Ben Affleck’s 
upcoming “Live by Night.”

With a Tampa trip, there 
will be no more FOMO for 
you — just for your friends 
who follow your trip with 
envy. Go to visittampabay.
com.

CIGAR CITY: A Cuban 
cigar roller at Nica-
habana Cigars in the 
Ybor City neighbor-
hood of Tampa.

phOTO cOuRTesY 
OF vIsIT  

TAMpA BAY


