Escape from
York

Because even the most loyal New Yorker needs to
flee the greatest city on earth sometimes.

New

Tampa

Take the tour and leave the cannoli
Tampawas hometodecades of mob
operations, and Scott M. Deitche (author of
Cigar City Mafia) conducts Mafia-themed
tours, duringwhich you can see where
mobsterslike George “Saturday” Zarate
were gunned down. The 90-minute tour
makes foranicewalkabout, as all the sites
arewithinblocks of each other. Upcoming
tourdatesare August 27 and September
10—seethe website for dates through May.
-> King Corona, 1523 E 7th Ave (813-358-3455, cigarcity
magazine.com). $30. ;

Chomp on a Cuban stateside
Tampahasoneofthe largest Cuban
populationsinthe U.S., and Columbia, the
oldestrestaurantin Florida, servesupthe
best Cuban sandwich you’ll find outside
Havana itself. Thebread is from abeloved
bakery, LaSegunda, thehamisleanandthe
ingredientsare oh-sofresh. Trythe 1905
martini (named for Columbia’s opening
year) and the 1905 salad, and imagine
yourselfin the midst ofthe mob heydey.

- 2117 E 7th Ave (813-248-4961, columbiarestaurant.com)

Dip into what’s on draft

There’sagood reason USA Today named
TampatheNo. 3 beer city inthe country:
thereare 26 craft breweriesintown. At
Cigar City Brewery, you can take an hourly
tour ($8), and the variety of brews ontap
(25-plus)isstaggering (try the Cubano-
Style Espresso), whichisaptsinceyou’llbe
staggering well beforelast call.

-> 3924 W Spruce St (813-348-6363, cigarcitybrewing.com)

Get into some gator meat
Ulele offers up excitingeatsin a historic,
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INSIDER
SECRETS

Locals give it to
you straight.

“The best place to
bealoneisata
Rays game.”
—Mark

“Any body of water,
no matter how small,
might be occupied
by an alligator.

Be awarel”
—Corinne

“Ybor City is hipster
central, in a good way.
There are cool thrift
stores and amazing
busking musicians.”
—Page

“Go for ramen bowls,
buns and drinks at
Ichicoro Ramen.”
—Robin

repurposed pump house. The alligator
hush puppies (gator with ham, baconand
jalapefios) are off-the-charts good, oryou
could try another reptile delicacy: Florida
Jumpers (a.k.a. crispy fried froglegs). The
less adventurous can nosh on tasty seafood
like the Gouda grouper and washitdown
with ahome-brewed honeylager.

->1810 N Highland Ave (813-999-4952, ulele.com)

Stay down on the water

The chicand centralized Aloft hotel is
justoffthe 2.4-mile Riverwalkalongthe
HillsboroughRiver. It features asleek
deckwith a pool (completely gator-free),
which overlooks the water and the Moorish
minarets of the bucolic University of
Tampa campus. Party withoutleaving your
hotel onthe weekends, whenaDJspinsa
few feet from the cozycocktail lounge.

- 100W Kennedy Bivd (813-898-8000, alofttampa
downtown.com)
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FACT

During the
Prohibition
era, Tampa
was one of
the country’s
top sellers of
illegal liquor,
especially at
drugstores,
where
pharmacists
prescribed
people
“medicinal”®
alcohol.
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