arw school teachers ook
forwmand o summer gz a
time of releation, but

high school band diector Jemes
R. Gaurin used one summes
break fo start a bleacher building
company. Southem Beacher Co
got it start i Van Buren, Ark,
and lstar moved 10 Graham,
Texas, keated 100 miles wiest of
Dealtas. The company |s celetonat-
ing its B2nd anniversany 1his year
Accoeding 1o Vica Prasicdent
Giarrett Peitus, the high school
neeclad new seating on its foot-
ball field. Geurin andl & friend, who
laler became a partner in the
busreas, Dul the compamy's Srst
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Dieacher and DUSINESS QuICKh
e 25 oiher schools in westem
Ariansac (oo nobce

Pettus describes the eary busi
meas ac "ol cunee” with Dlesch
&g bullt . the summer belons
achool began in the fall, *Eight
waars |atar there was & maching
shop availaoke tor sale in the smal
towen ol Graharm, Texas,” be savs
“Mr, Geurn purchased the
maching shop in 1954 for work in
thee off-sason doing olfield work
SUCh &5 Colars and retLsding
DUMME

Today, Sautherm Bleacher s in
its third oersrabion and empins
150 peaple, Gewrin's daughler

K5,

./‘

Joanna Miller Clients turn to Southern Bleacher Co. for hleacher an[l grandstand
projects performed with 'integrity and class,' the company says.

and Patiug" mother, Jo Ann Geurn,
AT the ::3111|}a:u“',' with ey 20ns.
Her othor som, Yoyail Bafius, alse
SENNES 83 VIoR presiclen

It sl insfal approxmsio
grandstard and Disacher pr
[N yaar wilh an awirage copacty
of 2,000 ‘_H}c_iuu Poatles says. The
COMPAany's averaga project is
wieth 300,000, and moet am
chang as part of langer projecis.
The compery wiorks with 35
subconbracion iNstalalon craws
nationwicla, s 160,000-s0ue-
food fabrication pianl in Grabam
2% on 49 acras,

The company has expandiad

beyand high school projects and

a0
oS




Smmemn Blencher milt n

A A20-3p3l Dlescher proec! or
the Cambershurg Ama Schocl
Dierict in Chambarsiorg Pa.

also lakes on work al colleces
and ursversilies, speschways,
MoCe0 Acibes and MMajor Leacue
Soccar (ML3) sladiums. Patlus
sanes MLS, worman’s soltball al
high schact and coliega kvels,
ard medorsports such as
MNASCAR, Mationa Hot Bod
Assiciation and aler organiza
tior ara all groming in attandancsa

Boutharn Bleachar was 'EL.HHIJ:.-'
awarded the Amenican Galernizss
Assaciation’s Excellances in
Gakanizing “Most Destrguishad
Award” far the Texas Bolar
Spaadway and Texas Ghristian
Uiversity Lupton bessabdl slsdiuam
projects.

In 2007, the v.:::.rpa'rg.- did
its argeat amount of work in
California, folkwed by Texas,
Florida, Morth Caraling, Gaongia,
Mincés, Michigan, Mew York,
Perngylvaniz and Litah,

"Thare is a big amphasis now
on A complats athietic complax,”
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Fethus zays, “The 1oial package
ol &y gheen proect thal we ane

invoihved with 1= n the milloins,
The overall grandstand and
bBleacher markel & consensalvely
worth 3125 milion to $150 milion
a yaar”

Patius says thera IS a grcv.f-i*':g
rend of wuncer-blisacher Eaciities,
such a5 DckEr roms, Cances
Sions and rasineoms. “Tham is
alsa mons armphasis on providing
all spactators with batles sight
iras,” he says. “Thare is kbess
amphasks on the absoluts mini
M cost and morm ermphasis on
rmproved sight linss and camior,

*In regards o new materials
being used, wa ara saaing schoal
colors on rises, backrests and
pressbomes and our Bisst mno-
wation, Vertical Rail, which is
new choics instead ol ,.,Ildul- ink
fencirng.”

Marry stadium project owners
and contraciors ars also eguest-

ing remp towers and incline wiheal-
char lifts for presshox poneas as
gramatives 1o devators. “They also
weEnt 10 uss Snuthem Eeacher’s
Interock 2000 dacking system for
more weather-resistant space
undermeath,” he says, TI‘IF diech
aEo prowides no penstratic

"The presshoxes, Fave bacoms
mcne impcetant to cwners &nd
desioners, too," he adds. "They
are it much larger than they
L=ad to be and are now Noorpo-
rating ameniliss such as recess:sd
lighting, catinetn:, camst. sloped
froant wall and central haat and ar
Sametimes, the ownes will re-
quest privata suites ar parition
walls in his or her pressbox.”

Sauthern Bleacher is tha lar-
gest bleacher manufacturer in
an ingustry with only six pleyers,
Pethus says, adding, *0ur clos-
ast compatiior 5 Sturdistest in
Waco, Texas."

He says the compsny's Iong
ist of satished clients i a teste
ment 1o s sucoessill business
prachtices, “¥We take great pride
in tresahng our clients with
respect and hanesty, and we
conducl owr Dusiness with
integrity amd class,” he emgpha-
sFes, “Mat al companies can
State this, Mast iImpartanthy, cur
cadicated sakes FIIICI’{"“GIJ""N"
are tha mest knowlcogeakde i
the stadium. grandstand and
bleachar mdustny”

s waar, the company is
danating a TH0-2eal sonbal sta-
churn 1o the Granam Inclependan
School Destnct i bonor of ils sie
dacaces i business, N 1956, i
donated a 1,500-seat baseball
Staciurm to the cistrict for its 301h
ErIrWErSary.

Petlus s2iys 2007 was the
compa’s Dast year in ils rslory,
wilh S8F milicen in sakes, and 20048
rmay e avan Dattern W




