
Marketing and PR Updates

International Press Visits:

The Athens CVB hosted four journalists and two PR reps from the UK, Ireland, and Sweden on
May 7-9th and a separate journalist from the UK on May 25-27th.  Both visits were hosted in
conjunction with the Georgia Department of Economic Development. These journalists represent
five of Europe's top media outlets with a total circulation of 3,462,963 people. This attention is a big
win for Athens and should provide amazing international media coverage.

Mobile Geo-targeting Campaign Launched:

The CVB is in the midst of our largest ad campaign of the year, which includes print, pay-per-
click, online display, video, and geotargeting. We are seeing great results, with traffic to
VisitAthensGA.com up 67% over this time last year. You can capitalize on the CVB's campaign
by ensuring you've got great messaging and promotions on your VisitAthensGA.com. Please
update and submit any offers through the Partner Extranet, at VisitAthensGA.com/partners.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xV6wtb_xyXchzfygP-H5O2PR3JCk1ZGYxa647CIpTVJaHBSXC80rgj6zJY5U8aKhIlAlYPL4bR1uSUD0ncp2E-33X3yj3ZPtOSMW1MXwx3s2kYtkAEtVGdNjqZX1NqNeFg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xV6wtb_xyXchB3BGCMMWYzyKW_7wShE_2v5biJzo9a1-PpqSLOrtV1LB9gVMYQF39W0G70PzF_AafDt2652tyOjQyGKf3G1YGRWi0s1Si2FjBDdZeYUoZpr1U-NmBqI_4xMS9js3z4Fb&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xXqaHByxXA53omtJ6mQN8w8JgoogjongiDt9fAScjWsiM38zkbyOr655YVUBAiOhIadHxbxzgHxStT-phD0qSIaKn4rEEn5Ml3nNlyrsp3WVxQTvGScxPyqViDlAgrr9htCpXWOOozifeHjxQdN0nNY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xUi7CHUIzbXUYa3q_e0Ig6iBKKO7qyRsSEAHid880WB25DrZiGri4J9b6Q_bBfxXJrNXFSiJAhSuVuQwi0vPKUHXt8fgKz-6xJKxkeJRsz4zAmptdoxTEKNLHiSqndHe-g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xa0WoIgD8f_Zq0Nm7lWSeiB-tgZmuqxEu6fes8FhkDsoXHzCB6929qRS3Z84uSYp-7hfnmsCWmv0o0rTVQfnppoX8WZ9La7QB9Xtebx1O6wHOCGRpfzE368=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xa0WoIgD8f_ZeOW3Id9d3Jhv4pVTs8r20fhwwNAaiGpsbEybSwgo24NqipEHa63WTI7asxoxlU25VP7Xvqka91TxD1AjmnHB5654abMgdGHU3gXP7isPR5GgIsOgFhJJlA==&c=&ch=
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001I0Rll6q2zxk9ZsoLlml5T6jfFfy5oOGB


Athens CVB Around the State

Athens CVB hosts clients at Opening Day
at SunTrust Park:

The CVB sales team hosted clients at the first
public event at SunTrust Park on April 8th.

The new home of the Atlanta Braves is also a
showcase of local Athens products, including
Terrapin Taproom and First & Third Hot Dog and
Sausage Shack, Hugh Acheson's restaurant.
 SunTrust Park and the Battery will continue to
be a notable spot to host Atlanta-based clients.

Athens is #1 stop in "Big BRAG" event:

Athens served as the first stop for Bike Race Across Georgia for
2017. 1,000 cyclists attended an expo and opening night kickoff
party June 3rd.

CVB Sales provided free waters and snack bars, Visitors
Guides, maps, and restaurant guides to "BRAG" riders. 

Local Connections

UGA's Divison of
Marketing and
Communications and the
CVB have met several
times with the goal of
greater collaboration in
marketing, from Welcome
to Athens signage to the
UGA Visitor's Center.
UGA Division of Marketing
& Communications VP
Karri Hobson-Pape
accepted an invitation to
be on the CVB's advisory
board.  (pictured right)

Classic Center Executive Director Paul Cramer and CVB Director Chuck Jones met with
officials on April 19th regarding a prospective airline that would serve the Athens airport.  A
point-to-point model is being proposed and would begin with scheduled commerical service
three days a week and expanding as demand grows. 

Chuck Jones and Jeremiah Cook, CVB Information Coordinator, hosted Bread for Life
students on April 19th to highlight job opportunities and growth afforded through tourism. 

Jones and Hannah Smith, CVB Director of Marketing & Communications, attended the
Envision Athens Community Summit at The Classic Center on April 20th.  Envision Athens
is a community-wide effort to develop a common vision for the future of Athens-Clarke
County.  Tourism will contine to play a major role in future economic development.



Chuck Jones attended the Athens-Clarke County Panhandling Roundtable meeting on May
16th.  Issues addressed were a 2-1-1 partnership, text assistance, and a resource center
being located in downtown Athens.  

CVB Chair Emeritus Johnny Fowler and Chuck Jones attended the ACC Industry
Appreciation Dinner and Awards Event on May 24th.  (photo below)

Jones met with the Georgia Tourism Foundation Board on May 23rd where new creative
marketing partnerships were discussed.

Jones also met with Linda Ford and David Lynn, co-directors of Athens Downtown
Development Authority to discuss collaboration efforts for marketing and large-scale
projects.

Hospitality Newsmakers

We are pleased to announce that Aimee
Cheek is the new PR Coordinator for the
Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau!
Aimee has been a part of The Classic
Center's Administration Department for over
the past year and has helped grow conference
registration services, accounts receivable,
and parking.  

Aimee is a life-long Georgia resident and has
lived in Athens since 2005. Her
professionalbackground includes working for
10 years at one of the leaders in hospitality,
Chick-fil-A. Aimee transitioned to the CVB on
May 7th. 

Aimee is joined this summer by three summer interns, Jenna Beals, Sean Kilgore, and Peggy
Meyran.

Don't Miss Out

The CVB's largest advertising campaign of the year is now running, meaning more traffic to
VisitAthensGA.com. We want more of those visitors to head from our website to YOURS. 
 Help us help you by:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xUi7CHUIzbXUYa3q_e0Ig6iBKKO7qyRsSEAHid880WB25DrZiGri4J9b6Q_bBfxXJrNXFSiJAhSuVuQwi0vPKUHXt8fgKz-6xJKxkeJRsz4zAmptdoxTEKNLHiSqndHe-g==&c=&ch=


* Updating your listing with current offerings and hours
* Verifying that your website and social media links are current and correct
* Adding fresh photography
* Adding a promotion or special offer

You can do all this through our Partner Extranet: https://www.visitathensga.com/partners/.

**Advertising Space Available!**
More traffic to VisitAthensGA.com = Greater Advertising Opportunities for YOU!  Let us help more
visitors to your business!  For more information about advertising with us, please email
Hannah Smith.

**Call for Rack Cards!**
 Bring your brochures to the Athens CVB offices to make sure YOU are represented!! 

Industry Events                              Recent Media Coverage

Georgia on My Mind Days
June 9 - Columbus
June 23 - Ringgold
June 30 - West Point
July 14 - Augusta

Georgia
Restaurant
Week
July 17-23
Statewide
MORE INFO

- "Athens GA's Chuck Jones" Athens CEO, 
March 2017
- "8 Reasons to Visit Athens When it's not
Football Season," Atlanta Magazine, May
2017
- "Hail Hail Rock 'n Roll,"  
 Meetings Today, May 2017

Website / Partner Extranet / State Resources / Media Coverage / Athens Events

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xVvksQpH9iAF50698Q2ztwnKKGJBrgPkTUVAQTIe_p014xaBELCqIdNis3BM7AHuSTN22Ro_eKDzo78N_5H6QwKf45iiCVzgAPaxE5vl75kjIYCDMNAKbKDgtqBhsJMK09UaTKAxAi29&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xa0WoIgD8f_Zq0Nm7lWSeiB-tgZmuqxEu6fes8FhkDsoXHzCB6929qRS3Z84uSYp-7hfnmsCWmv0o0rTVQfnppoX8WZ9La7QB9Xtebx1O6wHOCGRpfzE368=&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xa0WoIgD8f_ZDnoR42gJYJddW6eb4y3Y1gLRJig9hJMO9kOMtTDRKNdQjinYNZ6Ypl359WQ1q1aUzm8k_AtXh3vtEXnnP1Vinl_HKhyx5JzFrRA8D59Isn8ANpqzvpgMiCwdtRS-gWvJ2u3dKTQJrdnIUst3IVARwgMyHXh1Tb4fZ3us8K17E2rO2j8VJbdXDg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xa0WoIgD8f_Zvgl4vlIF28EHanC3gMj5Uv7wBGeFmxaRQNMqaKI1yn5JBtAzoNs5UDRdvuIMPMj1Gm52Xdu0UmQGEhziYzctkmVOS1G8F0wDM3a4CHAO5pfjYqfsIO7EH11jQWdtLo3GnHDLyXfB5I_sa9MH2CvmhQwalDlMTYUby6fSgxaUuMdGkH3ZLcwYc3l7lXjyk2N9&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xa0WoIgD8f_ZvQvr4X4iJwx_vgm0k56gpRFrsGVU-b9QdNn_NGDFWJ8AT9Ey0PLtlrEQ44WgNx-ZxEEFLLezIRQ1Hl32P3rjwpyX3b2t9enXc8qGXBw9p54i1dLidjF2jKm7Y7Ic6LhJthzMgFl5KLcyDeeUF0vhkclHGOORL7fZG6-TsxdQ0eucZLtm1dXcR9HhU10ZTlKHsKLSum_geBYjfviUxvaZFkichn5-iWwq&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xbuONKaiQC4J_-ym5v_DVgUjFYIRM26kwHDSrIgH_qt6Q2QvesOF7p2FDbptFdD9Uvmz19JBMmTcCdKFivDstZR5SevfrzDqtsO-5b3aUT52NnIlCCzJn_5Mgc8pPqfOMg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xVUtxFtJJVJZaPqNauBH8UeX8nP-fBDYPa_ewMjFhYKUMIgY00U9YDXkMjknyZWBbqQyVOmMIYFbr859KDI6f6_Pahyvs32BgvRTt-oQSbDuGgZXt2txDrmNWz5acexDOjPGKHtWNx03&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xaeN-Iurtig8-UfOulaoKJEFy1-VPw-j_0mxrszdseLk-t-w7SMNPfnpaeIK_r9WLGQd1PzdINhtdazo3_z9J4-IivYWRLWxer76gNfxXrhSQHy8CqGJbgb0yEVjvgu5PQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xZ6AjFB430ANYn7QHAHan3JLCm8aQnUPJuk9M_p75Ty7Bnt12J1-JYfn9XIHTCuUAQFYc6sf3NsXMudN2RIfggo74wIJvOsdcoMgW8qpDb3e13Gm7nAYwxV--Ege37F3C8AH7jeff_eVPC90AATCF359CDnDx2Cg673y6ErrY0zj&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015DyS5qs5TO6WSXt9AafywSEB8OsAF7EqzGlHR_EDTd1kfEUpEC70xVzplg7ajvAbGRJ7p80Isi0hDHjgW1DgTtZ_Nl27FIKHLVVvUL6ryWfAko27TGWU_CmL-CR9pf4KTZ47FDV2w0RksJ2wdBOsgW6RsKX36cVsBgjCCVi0CnQHIKTcGVjbumfsUI47AqRH&c=&ch=

