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Calling All “Country Music Freaks”: Blake Shelton Announces 2018 Headlining Tour 
Country Superstar Comes to SMG-managed Van Andel Arena February 22 

 
Grand Rapids — Country superstar Blake Shelton kicked this year off by “Doing It To Country 
Songs,” and he will jump into 2018 with his fellow “Country Music Freaks” on his just announced 
headlining tour. Shelton will hit the road alongside Brett Eldredge, Carly Pearce and very special 
guest Trace Adkins on February 15 in Tulsa, OK before heading to Van Andel Arena in Grand 
Rapids on Thursday, February 22, 2018 at 7:30 PM. 
 
Tickets go on sale to the general public beginning Friday, November 10 at 10:00 AM. Ticket 
prices are $54.50, $74.50, and $94.50, and tickets will be available at the Van Andel Arena and 
DeVos Place® box offices, online at Ticketmaster.com, and charge by phone at 1-800-745-3000. All 
online sales will receive a free Blake Shelton album. A purchase limit of six (6) tickets will apply to all 
orders and prices are subject to change. 
 
“The main thing that I look forward to these days, and honestly I always have, is my live 
performances,” said Shelton. “And even though I’m the first to say that too much time on the road can 
wear me down, too much time away from the road can break my heart. It’s been a while and I cannot 
wait to get out there! I think this is going to be my greatest tour yet.”  
 
The upcoming tour will showcase fan favorites along with music from Shelton’s latest project, Texoma 
Shore. Due this Friday, November 3 and available now for pre-order, the album is led by his quickly 
rising single “I’ll Name The Dogs.” The romantic tune is approaching Top 10 this week at country 
radio within two months of impact, with Taste of Country praising “one of the strongest, most 
compelling melodies of any song [Shelton] has recorded and released in years.” After making its 
iHeartRadio world premiere this morning, Shelton will take another brand new track, “At The House,” 
to The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon this evening on NBC at 11:35/10:35c. Download the 
audio here.  
 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.vanandelarena.com/
https://wmna.sh/bstexomashore
https://warnermusicgroup.box.com/s/pr2jmm7lg07j1fmebpheb1ortzz7h3ox
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In addition to the headliner himself, the “Country Music Freaks” Tour will feature performances from 
three of the biggest country music freaks in the business: Shelton’s chart-topping, Platinum selling 
label mate Brett Eldredge, People-deemed “new voice of Country” Carly Pearce and Shelton’s 
“Hillbilly Bone” duet partner and good friend, Trace Adkins. Eldredge brought his 2017 self-titled 
album to the top of Billboard’s all-genre Top Album Sales and Country Albums charts upon release. 
With six Country Airplay No. 1 singles under his belt, the singer / songwriter’s latest song “The Long 
Way” is already proving to be another smash with over 15 million streams and counting. Pearce 
released her debut album Every Little Thing on Big Machine Records October 13 as the Top 5 title 
track makes her the only solo female currently ranked this high – and one of only three females to 
reach Top 10 this year – at country radio. Adkins, who will join Shelton on stage for multi-song 
appearances during his set, has enjoyed extensive radio and sales successes throughout his 20-year 
career.    
 
Added Shelton: “These are some of the best people I’ve had on a tour. Brett Eldredge is going to be 
there with me. I’ve known that kid for many years now and it’s been fun to see his career grow – he’s 
a great singer and such a funny guy to be around. He’s ugly, but it just shows you that enough talent 
can break down those barriers and he’s been able to make it anyway. We’re also going to have Carly 
Pearce out there, and she’s had a breakthrough with her first hit this year. Then bringing along my 
longtime friend and brother Trace Adkins – and who knows what’s going to happen with him. To be 
honest we don’t even really have a plan yet, I just knew we needed to spend a little time together, and 
what better way than out on the road?” 
 
Shelton is teaming up with CID Entertainment once again to offer VIP Experiences throughout the 
tour. In 2018, packages will feature new perks including an autographed 'Country Music Freaks' Tour 
plaque and an exclusive BS'ers Lounge baseball cap. VIPs will also get access to the BS'ers Lounge 
where Blake will perform an acoustic set and answer fan questions. More details available via 
www.cidentertainment.com/events/blake-shelton-tour-2018. 
 
About SMG 
Celebrating its 40th anniversary and founded in 1977, SMG provides management services to more 
than 230 public assembly facilities including convention and exhibition centers, arenas, stadiums, 
theaters, performing arts centers, amphitheaters, equestrian facilities, science centers and a variety 
of other venues. With facilities across the globe, SMG manages more than 15 million square feet of 
exhibition space and more than 1.5 million sports and entertainment seats. As the recognized global 
industry leader, SMG provides venue management, sales, marketing, event booking and 
programming; construction and design consulting; and pre-opening services for such landmark 
facilities as McCormick Place & Soldier Field in Chicago, Moscone Convention Center in San 
Francisco, Houston’s NRG Park and the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans. SMG also 
offers food and beverage operations through its concessions and catering companies, currently 
serving more than 140 accounts worldwide. For more information visit www.smgworld.com. 
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