Destination Feature

Ocala, Florida, hosts many sporting events—
including soccer tournaments— at the Ocala

Rotary Sportsplex and Big Sun Soccer Complex.

$1 million Grand Prix at the HITS Post
Time Farm, which is developing a new
jumping field. The circuit draws 3,500
horses and 7,500 riders and contributes
about $50 million to the local economy.
Another success story for Ocala was
the Fishers of Men Southeast Regional
Championship in 2011, held at Rodman
Reservoir on the St. John’s River. “The
reason we chose Ocala was the willing-
ness of the CVB to work with us,” said
Bobby Eads, senior vice-president of
the Fishers of Men National
Tournament Trail. “When we first start-
ed chatting, they immediately wanted
to fly us there at no cost to show us
locations and the community. It was
the first sign of how things would be.”
Because Eads lives in Indiana, the CVB
did most of the event-planning leg-
work, he said, and when the champi-
onship began, staff had arrived at the
site by 4 a.m. for the boat check and
remained through the entire event.
Area venues include the Ocala
Rotary Sportsplex, with 11 baseball
fields and three soccer fields; the Ocala
Regional Sportsplex for volleyball, bas-

ketball, football and soccer; and the
11-field Big Sun Soccer Complex.

Greenville:
City of Cycling

Greenville, South Carolina, is gear-
ing up to host the International Cycling
Union’s 2014 Para-Cycling World
Championships, considered the Super
Bowl of para-cycling. It will mark the
first time in 16 years the race has been
held in the United States.

“The championship is usually held
in much larger cities,” said Gary
Cherrett, senior manager of conven-
tion sales and sports tourism for the
Greenville Convention & Visitors
Bureau. “We got it because of our
experience of hosting previous events
for USA Cycling.”

The world championships, sched-
uled from August 28 to September 1, are
expected to draw more than 400 elite
competitors from around the world.

“The stage is set to hold this world
event and do what Greenville has done
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Reason # 8: Go from courtside to
seaside in a matter of minutes.

After the buzzer sounds it's time for family
fun. No place takes you there faster than
Myrtle Beach. Start with first-class facilities,
thousands of diverse accommodations and a
knowledgeable sales team focused on your
event. After the competition, enjoy beautiful
beaches, exciting theme parks, championship
golf and fun-filled attractions. See live shows
and discover an array of dining and shopping.
Come to Myrtle Beach and let the games begin.
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MYRTLE BEACH

SOUTH CAROLINA

Discover all the reasons. Call or click today.
800.488.8998 * MBAreaSports.com
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for other successful events,” said Keri
Hall with Notus Sports, a nonprofit
SPO[[S and event ma nagement group
that helped oversee the bid process.
Greenville is appealing to cyclists for
its mix of terrain and elevation changes
near the Blue Ridge Mountains. “Within
40 minutes, they can get up to the
mountains with freshwater lakes, great
hiking and white-water rafting. All of
that combines to make a unique experi-
ence for them,” Cherrett said. “And our

price point is alse very inexpensive in
regards to the region.”

Of course, it's not all cycling. This
year’s sports schedule has ranged from
the Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse
Association National Championships,
held in May at Wenwood Soccer
Complex, to the USA National Karate
Championships and U.S. Team Trials,
scheduled for July 10-14 at the 15,000-
seat Bi-Lo Center. And summer base-
ball, a popular mainstay, is played at the

July 13,2013 | Busco Beach | Go

Don't miss Round 5 of the AMA ATV Extreme Dirt Track Nationals af Busco
Beach)July 13, 2013. Also enjoy'Round 2 of the South EasPExireme UTV
Side-By-Sitle series. Watch professional, nationally ranked compeitors from
all over the country battle forthe 2013 chumpionship tifle. This race s jom
packed with adrenaline pumping action that is sure to excite'all spectators
and racers at the Busco Beach Motorsports Complex in Goldsharo, NC -

the 2011 & 2012 AMA ATV DIRT TRACK OF THE YEAR!

For more information

www.extremepromotionsandrace
or www.buscobeachandatvpark.
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5,700-seat Fluor Field, home to the
Greenville Drive, an affiliate of the MLB
Boston Red Sox.

Greenville also maintains strong
partnerships with Furman University
and neighboring Spartanburg when
additional venues are necessary. In
2012, the National Softball Association
Girls Fastpitch World Series welcomed
160 teams to Spartanburg’s new multi-
purpose Tyger River Park.

Greenshoro:
Tournament Town

As the home of the Atlantic Coast
Conference, Greensboro, North
Carolina, has been a longtime host to a
variety of collegiate sports, rightly
claiming the moniker of “Tournament
Town” and focusing on championing
sports tourism. “The focus doesn’t
make us unique but it does lead to the
next question of “What makes us suc-
cessful to attract sports?”™ said Kim
Strable, president of the Greensboro
Sports Commission.

Part of the answer is Greensboro's
natural attributes, which include gener-
ally mild temperatures, an easily acces-
sible location and proximity to both
mountains and beaches.

USA Gymnastics announced in
May that Greensbore had been
awarded the AT&T American Cup
in 2014. “We were impressed with
the facilities, the hospitality, enthu-
siasm of the local community and
the commitment of city officials,”
said Steve Penny, president of USA
Gymnastics. Competition is sched-
uled to be held at the 23,500-seat
Greensboro Coliseum Complex.

Greensboro has hosted numerous
events including the 2012 Olympic
Trials for synchronized swimming,.
That event was held at the Greensboro
Aquatic Complex, which was com-
pleted in August 2011 and features
78,323 square feet of indoor space.
“The city made us feel like our event
was the daughter of the city,” said
Duke Zielinski, president of USA
Synchro. “We couldn’t believe how
the city welcomed us.”

The Greensboro Coliseum has
played a big part in the ACC
Basketball Tournament tradition, hav-
ing hosted years of play for both men
and women. The facility is currently
undergoing a $24 million face-lift.
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