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GRAMMY Winning Casting Crowns Announces “Only Jesus” Arena Tour 
Zach Williams and Austin French Will Open April 25 Concert at Van Andel Arena® 

 
Grand Rapids — Multi-platinum selling and GRAMMY® winning group Casting Crowns is hitting the road on the Only 
Jesus Tour, a 37-city spring arena tour run featuring fellow Grammy winner Zach Williams and Austin French. The tour 
kicks off Feb. 21, in Richmond, Va., and travels to Grand Rapids for a concert at SMG-managed Van Andel Arena on 
Thursday, April 25, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
  
Tickets go on sale to the general public beginning Friday, December 14 at 10:00 AM. Tickets will be available at the 
Van Andel Arena and DeVos Place® box offices, online at Ticketmaster.com, and charge by phone at 1-800-745-3000. 
See Ticketmaster.com for all pricing and availability. 
 
Presented by Compassion International, the Only Jesus Tour will support Casting Crowns’ brand new studio album, Only 
Jesus, releasing this Friday. Over the past few weeks leading up to the street date, the band has released six of the 
album’s tracks early, including the title cut and first radio single, “Only Jesus,” which is one of the fastest charting songs of 
2018 and already a Top 10 smash. “Only Jesus” gives Casting Crowns their 26th Top 10 song on the Hot Christian Songs 
chart, the most by any group.  
 
Casting Crowns will hit the West Coast this holiday season for the highly-anticipated It’s Finally Christmas Tour with 
special guest Hannah Kerr. Beginning Nov. 29, in Portland, Ore., the Christmas run will hit 7 cities including Seattle, 
Spokane, Abbotsford (BC), Oakland and Irvine, ending Dec. 6, in San Diego. 
  
With more than 11 million records sold, Casting Crowns has held the position of Billboard’s top-selling act in Christian 
music since 2007. The band continues to impact audiences with their powerful live shows, having performed for nearly 
seven million fans and has crossed over a milestone of more than 100,000 child sponsorships generated through Casting 
Crowns’ concerts. For more information on the Only Jesus Tour, visit www.CastingCrowns.com.  
 
About Casting Crowns 
Prolific CCM band Casting Crowns has achieved sales milestones with more than 11 million albums sold including one 
RIAA 2x multi-Platinum album, five RIAA Platinum albums, two RIAA Platinum DVDs, seven RIAA Gold albums, four Gold 
DVDs, one RIAA Platinum certified single and five RIAA Gold certified digital singles. The band currently holds the 
position as Billboard’s top-selling act in Christian music since 2007. Casting Crowns has also been honored with four 
American Music Awards (out of seven total nominations), a GRAMMY Award for its 2005 album Lifesong, and seven 
GRAMMY nominations. In addition, the group has garnered 18 GMA Dove Awards and two Billboard Music Awards from 
11 total Billboard Music Award nominations. Casting Crowns’ seven band members all remain active in student ministry in 
the Atlanta area and tour according to their local church commitments.  Serving his 25 plus years in youth ministry, lead 
singer/songwriter Mark Hall maintains his role as the student pastor at Eagle’s Landing First Baptist Church in Atlanta. For 
more information, visit www.CastingCrowns.com. 
 
About Zach Williams 
As a husband, father, singer, recording artist, songwriter and worship leader, GRAMMY® winner (Best Contemporary 
Christian Album, Chain Breaker) and GMA Dove Award winner (Artist of the Year and New Artist of the Year) Zach 
Williams continues to make history. Achieving two consecutive radio No. 1 hits for 35 weeks as a debut artist ("Chain 
Breaker," "Old Church Choir") Williams' music comes from a place of humility and honesty as his songs are a direct 
reflection of God's redemption in his life. "Chain Breaker," his official RIAA-certified gold record-breaking single, has 
impacted millions of people around the world, earning Williams his first GRAMMY® nomination (Best Contemporary 
Christian Music Performance/Song, 2017) and a Billboard Music Award nomination (Top Christian Song). He's also won 
two GMA Dove Awards (New Artist; Pop/Contemporary Recorded Song of the Year, "Chain Breaker") and a K-LOVE Fan 

https://castingcrowns.com/
http://www.vanandelarena.com/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/iz6fnf/a9kj8p/ecaw25b
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Award (for Breakout Single). Williams was also named Billboard's 2017 Top Christian Male Vocalist and New Artist of the 
Year. Apple Music chose him as Artist of the Week in December 2016, while "Chain Breaker" was the top track of 2016 on 
iTunes' Christian Songs chart and also reached No. 12 on Billboard's Hot Rock Songs chart. Williams has also been 
awarded by BMI with a Citation of Achievement for "Chain Breaker," recognizing the song for its national popularity and 
reach. For more information, please visit www.ZachWilliamsMusic.com. 
 
About Austin French 
Growing up in small town, Cordele, Ga., Austin French dreamed of sharing his faith and passion for Jesus through music 
at a young age. Being surrounded by a musical family inspired his passion for writing music. As he began to develop his 
gifts he formed bands learning to take his music to stages and churches. After becoming the worship pastor at Journey 
Church, in Tifton, Ga., French met his wife, Joscelyn. While serving there, French was featured on the first season of the 
ABC TV show “Rising Star,” where he finished as runner-up. After the show, Austin and his wife moved to Florida, and 
then to Nashville, Tenn., in 2017 where French began his journey into the CCM industry, signing with Fair Trade Services. 
After moving to Nashville, French and his wife adopted their son, and while in the process, gave birth to their second little 
boy. French's debut album, Wide Open, is available now. For more information, visit www.AustinFrenchMusic.com.   
 
About Compassion International 
Founded in 1952, Compassion International is a Christian child development organization that works to release children 
from poverty in Jesus’ name. Compassion revolutionized the fight against global poverty by working exclusively with the 
Church to lift children out of spiritual, economic, social and physical poverty. Compassion partners with more than 6,700 
churches in 25 countries to deliver its holistic child development program to over 1.8 million babies, children and young 
adults. It is the only child sponsorship program to be validated through independent, empirical research. For more 
information, visit www.compassion.com. 
 
About SMG 
Van Andel Arena is managed by SMG. Founded in 1977, SMG provides management services to 243 public assembly 
facilities including convention and exhibition centers, arenas, stadiums, theaters, performing arts centers, equestrian 
facilities, science centers and a variety of other venues. With facilities across the globe, SMG manages more than 19 
million square feet of exhibition space and more than 1.5 million sports and entertainment seats. As the recognized global 
industry leader, SMG provides venue management, sales, marketing, event booking and programming, construction and 
design consulting, and pre-opening services for such landmark facilities as McCormick Place & Soldier Field in Chicago, 
Moscone Convention Center in San Francisco, Houston’s NRG Park and the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New Orleans. 
SMG also offers food and beverage operations through its concessions and catering companies, currently serving more 
than 140 accounts worldwide. For more information visit www.smgworld.com. 
 
For tour interviews and press materials, please contact: 
Debra Akins | Southside Entertainment 
Debra@Debraakins.com | 321.747.0077 
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