
Support local businesses
N.H. businesses are nothing without loyal customers. Go
the extra mile to help your neighbors by eating, shopping,
and staying locally.

DISCOVER N.H.  

PLACES TO EAT

Yankee Magazine • January 29, 2021 • Read Comments (9)

    
4.50 avg. rating (84% score) - 2 votes

The 10 Best Lobster Rolls in
New England (Plus One Bonus
Pick)

10 Best Clam Shacks in New
England

10 Best New England Seafood
Markets

 Comments

Eg W. January 31, 2021

How I miss my lobster, clams, and quahogs especially. Virginia doesn’t compare
with New England. Nice, but not the same. B. WYLIE
Reply

Reader L. January 30, 2021

You can maybe equal but not beat FRESHIES in Park City and Salt Lake City, Utah!
(Owners are New Englanders, so what do you expect?!) Slingerlands, Provo, Utah
Reply

Reader L. January 29, 2021

Mason’s in Annapolis MD gets daily shipments of lobster from supplier in
Kennebunkport Maine and offers well-stuffed for $15 or super-stuffed for $20. My
personal fave in Kennebunkport is Mabel’s – great lobster rolls and homemade
raspberry pie – a magical marriage!
Reply

Regina Hammer . January 29, 2021

Living in California I crave and miss New England Lobster. I found Cousins Maine
Lobster doing events near me. I go wherever they are
Great lobster rolls!
Reply

Rock M. January 29, 2021

Great lobster rolls at “The Canteen” in Provincetown, Na. Big chunks of lobster in a
hot buttered roll; brings back great memories of summer at the tip of Cape Cod
Reply

Kim S. January 29, 2021

Quarter deck in Falmouth. Best Lobster Rolls ever.
Reply

Bob L. January 29, 2021

Riley’s in Syracuse, N.Y.
Reply

John A. January 29, 2021

Next time in Newport, RI, try the over stuffed lobster roll at Brick Alley on Thames
St. Yummy!!!!
Reply

Frances R. May 18, 2020

Best Lobster roll in Orlando, Florida
Reply
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New England Lobster Rolls | The Best in Every State
Want to >nd the best New England lobster rolls? Our state-by-state
summer guide will have you in lobster roll heaven.

Please note that many establishments throughout New England have closed,
temporarily closed, or may be operating under modified conditions in response to the
COVID-19 health crisis. Please travel responsibly, and check with state guidelines and
individual businesses before making travel plans.

New England lobster rolls are fairly new on the scene, at least relative to other classic
regional foods. Perry’s in Milford, Connecticut, is credited with the invention of hot
buttered lobster on a bun, c. 1929. Before that, there was the cold, mayo-dressed dish
known as lobster salad, but as any New Englander knows, the bun’s the thing. Ideally,
it’s split-top and griddled until buttery and browned. And hot dog buns are definitely
a 20th-century invention.

So it’s taken fewer than 100 years for lobster rolls to become the ultimate New
England summer dish, the it-isn’t-vacation-until-I-have-it standard-bearer. And
wherever your travels take you in our region this summer, we’ve got you covered
with our favorite New England lobster rolls in all six states.

New England Lobster Rolls | The Best in Every State

The lobster roll at Lobster Landing wins points for its large chunks of butter-drenched
meat.
Kelsey Liebenson-Morse

Best Lobster Roll in Connecticut:
Lobster Landing in Clinton
We may prefer split-top buns in general when it comes to New England lobster rolls,
but we’ll make an exception here. Owners Enea and Cathie Bacci serve a pile of
beautifully buttered lobster meat in fluffy, Italian-style grinder rolls. And though it
lacks the crisp exterior of a classic roll, it’s really quite delicious. One common peril
of the Connecticut-style hot buttered roll is overcooked meat, but the Baccis cook
their lobster with a careful hand. Combine that with their rustic, shack-chic eatery
and the water view, and you have yourself a winner. As of mid-May 2020: Lobster
Landing is planning to open for takeout starting May 21. Please call in your order and
pay over the phone to limit contact.

SEE MORE: Lobster Landing | The Best Lobster Roll in CT

One of the advantages of a roll from McLoons is that you can order it prepared with half
mayo and half butter.
Amy Traverso

Best Lobster Roll in Maine:
McLoons Lobster Shack in South Thomaston
Yes, the location is stunning: a small red shack on the water, with a working lobster
pound mere steps from your picnic table. And it’s fun to watch the crews unloading
crates while you tuck into your lobster rolls and grilled clams. But the roll’s the thing
here, made with candy-sweet meat and served on a perfectly buttered bun. Even
better, they serve the mayo in the bottom of the bun, rather than mixing it with the
meat, and that clarity of flavor makes a bigger difference than you might expect.
There’s a butter version, too, and half-and-half for fence-straddlers. In 2017, Yankee
senior food editor Amy Traverso named it the best lobster roll in Maine after
sampling nearly two dozen contenders. As of mid-May 2020: McLoons is planning to
reopen for the season over Memorial Day weekend. Lobster roll kits are also available
for nationwide shipping.

The cold lobster roll with mayo at Row 34 in Boston.
Amy Traverso

Best Lobster Roll in Massachusetts:
Row 34 in Boston
Chef-owner Jeremy Sewall sources his lobster from his cousin, Mark, who captains a
boat out of York Harbor, so the meat is always ultrafresh. We like both the hot-butter
and cold-mayo styles (the later is jazzed up with aromatics like lemon and celery).
The one caveat: You’ll pay Boston prices here. But we think that a roll this good is
worth it. Note: You can also find this roll at Row 34’s location in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. As of mid-May 2020: The Boston Row 34 location currently offers a weekly
menu for online ordering with a Thursday, Friday, or Saturday pick-up. Portsmouth
online ordering coming soon.

SEE MORE: Where to Find the Best Lobster Roll in Boston

The presentation is classic New England, but a bit of sherry in the butter sauce is a
welcome variation.
Aimee Tucker

Best Lobster Roll in New Hampshire:
Rye Harbor Lobster Pound in Rye Harbor
While both the cold and hot lobster rolls at this tiny waterfront spot in Rye, New
Hampshire, are tasty, we can’t resist the hot roll bathed in a butter-sherry sauce that
brings to mind classic seafood dishes of yore, like lobster Newberg. The sweet meat
and nutty-tangy wine are a heady combination, and even better when eaten with a
cup of chowder on the side (it’s made with clams but comes with chunks of the same
sherry-scented lobster meat). As of mid-May 2020: Rye Harbor Lobster Pound is
currently closed for the season.

The lobster roll at Matunuck Oyster Bar is also one of our top picks for New England
lobster rolls available in winter.
Mike Urban

Best Lobster Roll in Rhode Island:
Matunuck Oyster Bar in South Kingstown
Given the care with which owner Perry Raso raises his oysters in the waters of Potter
Pond, it’s no surprise that the restaurant he opened at the eastern edge of that same
pond takes no shortcuts with its lobster rolls. Lobster meat is sweet and tender, not
oversauced, and abundant. Order a roll with a plate of fresh Rhody oysters, and you
have yourself a meal. As of mid-May 2020: Matunuck Oyster Bar is currently offering
online ordering for pick-up and limited home delivery.

SEE MORE: Where to Find the Best New England Lobster Roll in Winter

Honeypie serves a butter-sauced roll with herbs, celery, and a squeeze of lemon.
Honeypie

Best Lobster Roll in Vermont:
Honeypie in Jamaica
Don’t underestimate New England’s only landlocked state when it comes to
delivering in the lobster department. Honeypie, the casual sister restaurant to the
Beard-nominated SoLo in South Londonderry, takes its burgers and sandwiches
seriously, including a buttery roll accented with chives, lemon, and celery. It’s a
welcome addition to a meat-driven menu and a great accompaniment to one of
Honeypie’s signature milkshakes, which come in flavors such as salted caramel and
rhubarb-basil. As of mid-May 2020: The lobster roll isn’t currently on the menu, but
Honeypie is still offering tasty takeout. Order in person or call ahead. 

Where are your picks for the best New England lobster rolls? Let us know!

This post was first published in 2018 and has been updated.

SEE MORE:
15 Best New England Lobster Shacks
Best Pizza in Every New England State
Best Hot Dogs in Every New England State
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