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If you live in Westerly and have never been to the Babcock-Smith House, the Granite Theatre, or
toured the Westerly Armory, raise your hand.

If you live in Stonington, and you’ve never been to the Lighthouse Museum, the Stonington Historical
Society, or taken in a performance at La Grua, raise your hand.

And if you live in Hopkinton, and never discovered the Tomaquag Museum, hiked through the
Arcadia Management Area to Stepstone Falls, or visited Camp Yawgoog, raise your hand.

Okay, put your hands down and stop muttering, “But I always meant to.” Truth is, most of us are
guilty, even if we were born here, even if we packed school lunches for kids who did take these field
trips.

About two weeks ago I had an event to attend at 5 p.m. Prior to that, I needed to deliver something
to the Southern Rhode Island Volunteers office located in the senior center at Ninigret Park in
Charlestown. Now, I’ve been to Ninigret on many an occasion in the 35-plus years I’ve lived in these
parts. I’ve come to the park numerous times to attend the Big Apple Circus; for years I’ve eaten
myself silly at the Charlestown Seafood Festival; stomped my feet and clapped my hands at Rhythm
and Roots and other extravaganzas, but that was it. There’s a whole other side to this park! Just
keep driving past the Frosty Drew Observatory (stop in, if you’ve never been, and touch the sky) and
keep following the signs for the senior center around and around; and just when you think you might
have gone the wrong way, you’ll see a large and well-constructed dog park on your right. If Fido isn’t
accompanying you on this jaunt, keep going just a little further, and shortly you will be in the parking
lot for the Ninigret National Wildlife Refuge. What a wondrous place! A place of salt marshes, kettle
ponds, wetlands, 250 species of birds, and a choice of a number of walking trails. I chose two of
them, marveled at the views, stopped and read the signposts along the way detailing a history I
never knew, and so appreciated the peacefulness of the place.

Originally used for farming way back even before the Revolution, during World War II it became a
Naval Auxiliary Air Station (called the Atlantic Airport), a satellite to Quonset. One of the signposts
even tells you that if you’re reading this, you’re standing on what was the runway. The 900 acres are
maintained by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and if you’re looking for new roads to travel near
home that don’t guzzle every drop of gas in your tank, here’s a perfect place.

Our area is a whole lot more than just the beaches. It is a fantastic place to poke around in and be
thoroughly amazed at finding folks whose families go back many generations. You can learn about
the slave trade, the underground railroad, and so much more simply by stopping at one of our
greatest treasures, the Westerly Library, where there are people completely schooled in history who
would just love to transfer some of their knowledge and passion to you. And it’s FREE!

About 10 or 12 years ago, my husband and I decided to take a day trip to Boston as “tourists.” Even
though Boston was his birthplace, he had no idea of all that rich history because his school didn’t
take field trips and his family didn’t have the money to do so. It may be the best money you’ll ever
spend. Take a train so you don’t have to drive and worry about parking, then invest in a one-day
ticket on the Old Town Trolley where you can get on and off as many times as you wish to spend
time at any one of 18 stops wherever your interest is piqued. Everything from the USS Constitution
to Faneuil Hall, the Old State House, Back Bay, the Prudential Center, the Bull and Finch Pub (the
model for TV’s “Cheers”) ... it’s all there.

If you’re more of a homebody and prefer to stay local, do so, but take a good look around at all we
have in our area free for the exploring. Then open your eyes, raise your hand way up, and be proud
to be a tourist in a place so rich in history and resources. Love where you live.

Come on, now ... raise your hand!

Rona Mann has been a freelance writer for The Sun for 20 years, including her “In Their Shoes”
features. She can be reached at six07co@att.net or 401-539-7762.

Entertainment

Picks of thePicks of the
Week: April 7Week: April 7

Front Porch News

Front PorchFront Porch
Chatter: AprilChatter: April
4, 20224, 2022

Letters To Editor

Letter: Let’sLetter: Let’s
see if peoplesee if people
stop litteringstop littering
inin
CharlestownCharlestown

Westerly

Lengthy list ofLengthy list of
Westerly roadWesterly road
projects OK'dprojects OK'd
by councilby council

Westerly

[6 p.m.[6 p.m.
update] Policeupdate] Police
arrest armedarrest armed
suspect whosuspect who
led them on 3-led them on 3-
state chasestate chase
after crash onafter crash on
Route 2 inRoute 2 in
NorthNorth
StoningtonStonington

Entertainment

Picks of thePicks of the
Week: AprilWeek: April
1414

Letters To Editor

Letter: HeyLetter: Hey
GovernorGovernor
McKee, whereMcKee, where
is my money?is my money?

Westerly

Mass. fugitiveMass. fugitive
leads R.I.leads R.I.
State PoliceState Police
on long chaseon long chase
that ends inthat ends in
NorthNorth
StoningtonStonington
with crashwith crash

Crocs Official Website Sale | Sponsored

Crocs Store Coupon
Get a Crocs store coupon and save up to 50% off 
your next Crocs purchase.

Luxury Cars | Search Ads | Sponsored

New Luxury Cars on Sale
Find amazing deals on all new luxury sedans at a 
dealer near you. These cars could go off the lot …

Accounting Software | Sponso… | Sponsored

Accounting Software For
Any Buisiness Size

Accident Attorneys | Sponsore… | Sponsored

Search For Free
Consultation Accident…

Oak & Luna | Sponsored

A beautiful necklace for
Mom engraved with your…
5 stars positive reviews | Get it in 
time for Mother's day

cancer.recetasget.com | Sponsored

Metastatic Breast Cancer Symptoms
Women Should Know About

Chevy Trailblazer | Sale Prices | Sponsored

New Chevy Trailblazer Sales
Get Special Offers on the new Chevy Trailblazer 
when using these top searches.

horuste | Sponsored

You'll be like walking on a
cloud in these shoes- No…

Shop Now

American Train Tour
Specials
There is no better way to explore 
the beauty of America.

The Easy Blog by EasyBreathe… | Sponsored

AirSense 11: The World's
Newest And Most…

Retailers Are Struggling To Keep Blissy
In Stock Because Of Early Mother's Day…
A huge number of people have been buying their 
mother’s what seems to be the perfect mother’s …

The Legacy Report | Sponsored

Put $25 Here Before Coinbase Makes
Their Next Move

Learn More

 (0) comments (0) comments

Welcome to the discussion.
Log In

Athlete of the WeekAthlete of the Week

Athlete of the Week: April 9th

Latest NewsLatest News

VIEW MORE

Sponsored by Antonino Auto Group: For the 2021-
2022 school year, The Westerly Sun will be selecting
High School Athletes of the Week. Voting closes on
Tuesday at 9am and the top selection will be
announced on Thursday. The nominees for the week
ending April 9th are as follows:

Vote  View Results

BEN FARGO, Chariho, Baseball, Senior; Fargo
allowed just one hit through five shutout innings
in the season opener for the Chargers. Fargo
struck out seven and walked three to earn the
victory.

ADDIE HAUPTMANN, Wheeler, Softball, Senior;
Hauptmann pitched a five-inning no-hitter and
struck out 11 in the Lions’ win over Ellis Tech.
For the week, Hauptmann was 4 for 7 with three
RBIs at the plate.

EMMA LOGEL, Stonington, Girls Lacrosse,
Freshman; Logel scored 13 goals in three
Stonington victories. Logel has scored 22 goals
through four games for the unbeaten Bears this
season.

SOPHIA VALENTINI, Westerly, Softball,
Sophomore; Valentini struck out 24 batters in
two Westerly victories. She pitched a three-hitter
in each game and has a 0.50 ERA through the
first two games of the season. She was also a
combined 4 for 7 at the plate with two doubles
and a pair of RBIs.
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