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OCEAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY

MOVING FORWARD WITH WARWICK EXPANSION
WAKEFIELD, RI – Officials from Ocean State Theatre Company (OSTC), currently celebrating its Fifth Anniversary Season at the historic Theatre By The Sea, joined with Warwick Mayor Scott Avedisian today in announcing the not-for-profit’s official decision to open a new theatre in Warwick. 

The new facility will be located at 1245 Jefferson Boulevard, a former Verizon Fios Headquarters that will be converted into a modern performance venue. The new location will also become the headquarters for OSTC staff. 
“After years of working to fulfill our mission of offering year round programming, all of the pieces have fallen into place just before our fifth anniversary season is about to open at Theatre By The Sea,” said Amiee Turner, OSTC’s Producing Artistic Director. “The timing couldn’t have been more ideal!”
Last summer, the company took its first steps toward expansion with the introduction of Camp OSTC, a two-week musical theatre camp for elementary and middle school students. OSTC also expanded its performance schedule last year with the addition of a fifth production, the Rhode Island premiere of Alfred Hitchcock’s The 39 Steps, which was produced during the first two weeks in September.

“We are very pleased to welcome Ocean State Theatre Company to Warwick,” said Mayor Avedisian. “Warwick has a proud tradition of live performance venues dating back to the Warwick Musical Theatre. Today’s announcement is not only great economic news, but also important cultural news.”

 

Mayor Avedisian said the new theatre on Jefferson Boulevard, located in the new transportation district that includes the new Commuter Rail station and recently built hotels, will help spur further growth in an area city officials have targeted for redevelopment. 

Turner thanked city officials for their work in making the expansion possible. “I want to publicly acknowledge Mayor Avedisian and his administration for their support. We’ve also been embraced by members of the City Council and the business community. We feel very welcome already.”

After plans fell through last fall for a promising space in East Greenwich, OSTC turned its attention to the Jefferson Boulevard space and has worked closely with the building’s owner, Steve Soscia who assisted with the required application for a special use permit. 
“OSTC is thrilled to be working with the City of Warwick, Pawtucket Credit Union, which will be financing the project, and property owner Steve Soscia of Mutual Properties, in bringing live theatre back to central Rhode Island,” said OSTC Board Chair Steve Evangelista.
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“We were so honored to assist with the re-opening of Theatre By The Sea in 2007 and to continue the tradition of presenting high quality theatre in the southern part of the state,” added Joel Kipper, OSTC’s Managing Producer. “We are looking forward to bringing that same level of top notch theatre to the rest of Rhode Island in a year round venue.”
In addressing OSTC’s status as the producing entity at Theatre By The Sea, Turner said it remains OSTC’s goal to continue staging performances at the Matunuck venue. “From the beginning we have been looking for a space to be a sister space to Theatre By The Sea. Our intention has always been to offer year round productions to our patrons.” Theatre By The Sea is not a year round facility and can only support productions during the summer months.

Construction on OSTC’s new Warwick theatre space is scheduled to begin in June, with principle construction being completed by October. The company anticipates opening with a holiday production in December and continuing with a truncated season in 2013. Within the next few weeks, OSTC expects to be able to announce the show titles and dates for their first season in Warwick, as well as provide information on both ticket packages and single ticket sales. Updates regarding the expansion project will be posted on OSTC’s website OceanStateTheatre.org.
OSTC’s fifth full season at Theatre By The Sea opens tomorrow night with a preview performance of Forever Plaid, which runs through June 17, followed by the family classic, The Sound of Music, the Rhode Island premiere of Dolly Parton’s 9 to 5: The Musical, the current Broadway hit, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying and the Rhode Island premiere of Yazmina Reza’s God of Carnage.
Season ticket subscriptions and single tickets are on sale at the box office Monday through Saturday from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, online anytime at theatrebythesea.com and via telephone during normal box office hours by calling (401) 782-TKTS (8587). The box office will also be open one hour prior to every performance.

# # #
Ocean State Theatre Company (OSTC) is an IRS designated not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. The purpose set forth by OSTC is to preserve and pass on the tradition of live, professional theatre – including the American musical – and to pursue avenues of enrichment and education for the benefit of the state of Rhode Island and the surrounding region through the theatre arts. 
Providing the smarter way to bank is an endeavor that sets Pawtucket Credit Union apart from other banking institutions. As an organization founded by, and run for, the benefit of its members, this philosophy is woven throughout all business and civic activities. It can be seen through their commitment to providing the best in products, services and rates, as well as in keeping pace with advances in technology for improved convenience and security of account and personal information. Importantly, it also translates into investment in the local communities. 

The City of Warwick is located in the center of Southern New England's major metropolitan area, which is a stone's throw away from Providence; thirty minutes north of Newport and approximately an hour south of Boston. Two major interstate highways run through Warwick and a third, only minutes away, provides convenient access from Warwick's transportation hub, which also includes TF Green Airport (PVD) and the recently opened MBTA commuter train station located directly across the street from TF Green Airport. 

