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YEAR IN REVIEW 
Attendance Report for Rockford Region Sites, Attractions & Events 

Compiled by the Rockford Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
2012 Site Attendance Rankings vs. 2011
	Rank
	Sites
	2012
	2011

	1
	Sportscore Complexes/Indoor Sports Center  
	2,515,504
	2,478,652

	2
	Rock Cut State Park 
	1,142,895
	1,138,105

	3
	Ice Facilities - Carlson & Riverview 
	353,326
	355,496

	4
	BMO Harris Bank Center (includes IceHogs & Coronado)* 1
	421,299
	303,317

	5
	Forest Hills Baseball Diamonds 
	300,000
	300,000

	6
	Rockford Park District Golf Courses 
	226,660
	228,426

	7
	Magic Waters Waterpark 
	210,338
	211,467

	8
	Discovery Center Museum  2
	173,899
	169,630

	9
	Rockford IceHogs 
	164,217
	180,057

	10
	Lockwood Park Equestrian Centre 
	130,104
	152,779

	11
	Rockford Speedway 
	125,357
	115,673

	12
	CoCo Key Water Resort  3
	106,627
	85,349

	13
	Rockford Aviators  4
	97,453
	100,467

	14
	Winnebago County Golf Courses 
	87,400
	87,000

	15
	Blackhawk Farms Raceway 
	78,000
	77,000

	16
	Volcano Falls Adventure Park 
	75,000
	85,000

	17
	Midway Village Museum  5
	67,644
	85,767

	18
	Burpee Museum of Natural History 
	62,201
	53,904

	19
	Rockford City Market  
	57,186
	39,142

	20
	Harlem Community Center Ball Diamonds 
	55,000
	45,000

	21
	Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens 
	46,696
	13,046

	22
	Rockford Art Museum 
	44,039
	48,184

	23
	Starlight Theatre and Studio Theatre 
	43,807
	43,797

	24
	Davis Park (does not include On The Waterfront) 
	36,370
	46,708

	25
	Anderson Japanese Gardens  6
	31,060
	45,000

	26
	Rockford Dance Company*
	27,240
	27,307

	27
	Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden 
	25,566
	26,031

	28
	Rockford Symphony Orchestra*  7
	23,935
	25,327

	29
	Severson Dells Nature Center
	22,500
	21,200

	30
	Ski Broncs 
	20,400
	20,600

	31
	Veterans Memorial Hall 
	19,018
	16,280

	32
	Historic Auto Attractions 
	12,000
	10,000

	33
	Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum & Gardens 
	11,800
	10,815

	34
	Mendelssohn Performing Arts Center  8
	10,876
	8,850

	35
	Forest City Queen 
	8,118
	2,549

	36
	Trolley Car 
	3,478
	3,864

	37
	Ethnic Heritage Museum 
	2,400
	1,850

	38
	Erlander Home Museum 
	2,000
	3,000

	
	Coronado Performing Arts Center (includes Rockford Symphony and Rockford Dance Company*  9
	N/A
	90,917

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	6,436,912
	6,524,865

	
	
	
	

	* Duplicated attendance for IceHogs at the BMO Harris Bank Center and Rockford Symphony and

	Rockford Dance Company events at Coronado PAC have been removed from the final total.


2012 Event Attendance Rankings vs. 2011
	Rank
	Events
	2012
	2011

	1
	On The Waterfront 
	192,128
	215,622

	2
	AirFest   10
	130,000
	65,000

	3
	Fourth of July Celebration 
	125,000
	125,000

	4
	Festival of Lights
	100,000
	100,000

	5
	Winnebago County Fair 
	95,000
	145,000

	6
	Festa Italiana 
	40,000
	37,500

	7
	Young at Heart Festival 
	25,000
	20,000

	8
	Rockford Home Show 
	24,000
	26,450

	9
	Pec Thing - Spring and Fall 
	24,000
	22,000

	10
	Roscoe Lions Fall Festival 
	20,000
	20,000

	11
	Boat Show and Fishing & Outdoor Expo 
	19,000
	22,000

	12
	Music in the Park - Sinnissippi  11
	17,445
	18,380

	13
	RV, Camping and Travel Show 
	16,000
	16,170

	14
	Friday Night Flix - Davis Park
	15,850
	18,028

	15
	Home & Garden Showcase   12
	14,000
	N/A

	16
	Old Settlers Days - Rockton
	13,750
	14,200

	17
	Edgebrook Cider & Cinnamon Fall Arts & Craft Show 
	12,500
	12,500

	18
	Keith Classics & Chrome Car Show 
	11,000
	10,157

	19
	Thunder Nationals Monster Truck Show 
	10,530
	11,581

	20
	Greenwich Village Art Fair - Rockford Art Museum
	8,862
	6,779

	21
	Rockford Pro-Am 
	7,500
	7,500

	22
	Cherry Valley Festival Days 
	7,500
	6,000

	23
	Groove Walk - Spring and Fall 
	7,075
	5,662

	24
	World War II Days - Midway Village Museum
	6,828
	6,200

	25
	Rockford Speedway, Trailer Race - August   13
	6,654
	7,520

	26
	Rockford Speedway, National Short Track Championships 
	6,418
	5,892

	27
	Head of the Rock Regatta  14
	6,410
	6,460

	28
	Harris Winter Wonderland - Davis Park  15
	6,000
	6,000

	29
	Rockford Marathon  16
	6,000
	5,000

	30
	Rockford Speedway, 4th of July Race
	5,263
	5,244

	31
	Summerwood Music Series  17
	5,000
	6,000

	32
	Polish Fest   18
	5,000
	5,000

	33
	Senior Expo - Lifescape Community Services 
	5,000
	4,500

	34
	Anderson Japanese Gardens - Tuesday Evening in the Gardens  19
	5,000
	N/A

	35
	Rockford Speedway, Trailer Race - June  20
	4,996
	5,638

	36
	Nutcracker Ballet - Rockford Dance Company   21
	4,290
	4,159

	37
	Klehm Arboretum Garden Fair
	4,251
	4,117

	38
	Phantom Regiment Show of Shows  22
	4,155
	4,710

	39
	Summer Concerts in the Park - Davis Park
	3,570
	7,420

	40
	Edgebrook Arts & Crafts Exhibit
	3,000
	5,000

	41
	All Hallows Eve - Midway Village Museum
	2,819
	3,450

	42
	Midsommar at Erlander Home Museum 
	1,500
	1,400

	43
	Juneteenth 
	1,300
	1,100

	44
	Sock Monkey Madness - Midway Village Museum
	1,267
	1,788

	45
	PaleoFest - Burpee Museum
	1,092
	1,944

	46
	Klehm Woodsong Concert Series
	978
	757

	47
	Autumn at the Arboretum - Klehm Arboretum 
	916
	1,012

	48
	Scarecrow Harvest Festival - Midway Village Museum 
	829
	1,300

	49
	1900 American Chautauqua - Midway Village Museum 
	803
	1,297

	50
	Klehm Blossom Spring Plant Sale
	746
	1,819

	51
	Illinois Snow Sculpting Competition   23
	N/A
	37,593

	52
	Chili Shoot Out   24
	N/A
	3,600

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL  
	1,036,225
	1,071,449


2012 Attendance Totals*

2012 Total Site Attendance
=  6,436,912
2012 Total Event Attendance
=  1,036,225
 

Total 2012 Attendance

=  7,473,137
2011 Attendance Totals*

2011 Total Site Attendance
=  6,524,865
2011 Total Event Attendance
=  1,071,449
 

Total 2011 Attendance

=  7,596,314


2010 Attendance Totals*
2010 Total Site Attendance
= 6,458,817
2010 Total Event Attendance
= 1,265,457
Total 2010 Attendance

= 7,724,274

2009 Attendance Totals*
2009 Total Site Attendance
= 6,079,090
2009 Total Event Attendance
= 1,370,373
Total 2009 Attendance

= 7,449,463
2008 Attendance Totals*
2008 Total Site Attendance        
=  6,128,746
2008 Total Event Attendance     
=  1,407,030
Total 2008 Attendance             
=  7,535,776
2007 Attendance Totals* 
2007 Total Site Attendance         
= 6,304,723 
  


2007 Total Event Attendance      
= 1,530,543
Total 2007 Attendance     

= 7,835,266 
2006 Attendance Totals* 
2006 Total Site Attendance         
= 6,661,062 
   


2006 Total Event Attendance     
= 1,523,923 
Total 2006 Attendance               
= 8,184,985 
* Attendance from the Events list has not been deducted from the event’s venue total as reported on the Site list.      
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* Attendance from the Events list has not been deducted from an event’s venue total as reported on the Site list.    
Top Ten Sites of 2012
	Rank
	Sites/Attractions 
	2012
	2011

	1
	Sportscore Complexes/Indoor Sports Center  
	2,515,504
	2,478,652

	2
	Rock Cut State Park 
	1,142,895
	1,138,105

	3
	Ice Facilities - Carlson & Riverview 
	353,326
	355,496

	4
	BMO Harris Bank Center (includes IceHogs & Coronado)* 1
	421,299
	303,317

	5
	Forest Hills Baseball Diamonds 
	300,000
	300,000

	6
	Rockford Park District Golf Courses 
	226,660
	228,426

	7
	Magic Waters Waterpark 
	210,338
	211,467

	8
	Discovery Center Museum  2
	173,899
	169,630

	9
	Rockford IceHogs 
	164,217
	180,057

	10
	Lockwood Park Equestrian Centre 
	130,104
	152,779


Top Ten Events of 2012
	Rank
	Events
	2012
	2011

	1
	On The Waterfront 
	192,128
	215,622

	2
	AirFest 
	130,000
	65,000

	3
	Fourth of July Celebration 
	125,000
	125,000

	4
	Festival of Lights
	100,000
	100,000

	5
	Winnebago County Fair 
	95,000
	145,000

	6
	Festa Italiana 
	40,000
	37,500

	7
	Young at Heart Festival 
	25,000
	20,000

	8
	Rockford Home Show 
	24,000
	26,450

	9
	Pec Thing - Spring and Fall 
	24,000
	22,000

	10
	Roscoe Lions Fall Festival 
	20,000
	20,000

	11
	Boat Show and Fishing & Outdoor Expo 
	19,000
	22,000


Notes on Attendance at Area Sites/Attractions and Events  
2011 versus 2010 – self-reported analysis 
Sites/Attractions:
1 BMO Harris Bank Center began reporting attendance for Coronado PAC mid-2012.

2 Discovery Center Museum – On-site attendance 173,899; Total attendance, including on-site and outreach 265,106.

3 CoCo Key Water Resort – In 2011 CoCo Key was open fewer days and closed for maintenance all of October.

4 Rockford Aviators – Formerly Rockford RiverHawks.

5 Midway Village Museum – 2011 attendance included a special event with American Pickers.

6 Anderson Japanese Gardens – Total attendance reflects only “walk-in” visitors. It does not include special events or program participants.

7 Rockford Symphony – WNIU radio averages 54,000 listeners for concert replays.

8 Mendelssohn Performing Arts Center – Charlotte’s Web for the Performing Arts became a division of Mendelssohn PAC.

9 Coronado Performing Arts Center attendance was reported by BMO Harris Bank Center mid-2012.

Events
10 Airfest – 2011 attendance was lower because the Blue Angels cancelled one week before the event.

11 Music in the Park includes Imagination Station attendance.

12 Home and Garden Showcase – Event was last held in 2010, with an attendance of 15,000.

13 Rockford Speedway Trailer Races, August – Attendance affected by rain.

14 Head of the Rock Regatta – 1,910 rower, 4,500 spectators at YMCA location
15 Harris Winter Wonderland at Davis Park – Attendance is estimated.

16 Rockford Marathon – Added a 10K race and removed the relay race in 2012.

17 Summerwood Music Series – Fewer events than in 2011.

18 Polish Fest – Attendance is estimated.

19 Anderson Japanese Gardens, Tuesday Evening in the Gardens – New event in 2012.

20 Rockford Speedway Trailer Races, June – Attendance affected by rain.

21 Nutcracker Ballet – Attendance includes 1,582 for school matinee.

22 Phantom Regiment Show of Shows – Lost 500 seats in 2012 because of change in seat size at Boylan High School stadium.

23 Illinois Show Sculpting Competition was cancelled due to lack of snow.

24 Chili Shoot Out – Event not held in 2012.
2012 Year in Review – All data is self-reported by sites/events
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