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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SHORES & ISLANDS OHIO AWARDS DESTINATION 
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS TO OTTAWA COUNTY PROJECTS

PORT CLINTON, OHIO, November 1, 2022 --- Shores & Islands Ohio, the tourism marketing organization for Ottawa and Erie counties, is proud to announce the second round of awards in the organization’s new in 2022 Destination Development Grant Program, launched earlier this year. The grant program is a major component of Shores & Islands’ new strategic plan that focuses not only on promoting the region as a visitor destination, but also on supporting efforts to enhance it for visitors and therefore, residents alike.

A committee evaluated all applications and determined recipients and award amounts based on a project’s ability to attract and engage visitors, serve regional tourism partners, and foster additional economic growth for their communities and the region. This round’s total award investment for 19 Ottawa County-based recipients is $98,400 with each recipient contributing an equal or greater amount to their project as the grant provides. Funding is budgeted through and approved by the Ottawa County Visitors Bureau Board of Trustees. 

The Ottawa County recipients represent a variety of projects in Put-in-Bay, Genoa, Oak Harbor, and Port Clinton. Receiving grants are: AB Cart Rental – exterior upgrades; AB Lodging – signage; Cameo Pizza Put-in-Bay – mural; Clinton House – signage; Fairfield Inn – exterior guest enhancements; Gold Gorilla Media – building revitalization; Island House Condo Association – infrastructure improvements; Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center – new/updated exhibits; Libations on the Lake – new tourism product; Massie Cliffside Preserve – access improvements/signage; Miller Boat Line – signage; Meals on Madison – signage; Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto – access improvements; Put-in-Bay Chamber of Commerce – signage/marketing; Put-in-Bay Watercraft Rentals – new tourism product; Portage River Arts/Recreation Corridor – infrastructure improvements; Portage River Paddling Co. – restoration; PutinBay.com – new cooperative marketing plan; and Village of Put-in-Bay – playground upgrades.
 “We are again thrilled to be able to offer this support to such a large number of projects across Ottawa County, as we did earlier this year with projects in Erie County,” said Amanda Smith Rasnick, Shores & Islands Ohio Destination Development Director. “We look forward to seeing these projects through fruition and the benefits to their operations, their communities, and the entire region. We are excited to begin the process again in Erie County soon and anticipate another round for Ottawa County in the new year as well.”

For more information on this grant program or the Shores & Islands Conference & Event or Sponsorship grant programs, contact Destination Development Director Amanda Smith Rasnick at amanda@shoresandislands.com.  

###

ABOUT SHORES & ISLANDS OHIO
Shores & Islands Ohio is the Midwest’s favorite getaway. This coastal destination boasts 152 miles of Lake Erie shoreline, the best fishing on the Great Lakes, welcoming communities, rich history, a wine trail, and an abundance of family-friendly attractions. World-famous Cedar Point Amusement Park calls it home, along with Kalahari Resorts & Conventions, other indoor and outdoor water parks, animal parks, sports venues, and more. Visitors enjoy ferries and cruises to Put-in-Bay, Middle Bass, and Kelleys Island. One of the country’s best areas for spring and fall bird migration, the area is overflowing with natural beauty and opportunities for outdoor recreation. More at SHORESandISLANDS.com 

Media Contact:

Jill Bauer, Public Relations Manager
Shores & Islands Ohio
Phone: 419.625.9495
Email: jill@shoresandislands.com 
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