Winter Adventure in Grayling, MI: Ski, Ride, Then Refuel
Winter in Grayling, Michigan delivers exactly what outdoor enthusiasts look for: reliable snow, expansive trail systems, and welcoming places to relax after a full day outside. From cross country skiing to snowmobiling, the area offers easy access to winter adventure, followed by satisfying food and drinks close to the trails.
Ski the North Woods
Grayling is home to some of Northern Michigan’s most accessible and well maintained cross country skiing. Hanson Hills Recreation Area is a central hub for winter activity, offering miles and miles of groomed Nordic trails for both classic and skate skiing. Trails range from beginner friendly loops to more challenging terrain, making it an ideal stop for mixed ability groups. Snowshoeing, downhill skiing, tubing, and equipment rentals are also available, allowing everyone to find their pace for the day.
Just south of Grayling in Frederic, Forbush Corner Nordic provides another standout skiing experience. Known for dependable snow conditions and meticulous grooming, Forbush Corner features rolling trails that move through quiet forestland. The trail system accommodates both skate and classic skiing and is well suited for skiers looking for longer outings or a more rhythmic, uninterrupted ride through the woods. 
Snowmobiling the Snowbelt
Snowmobilers will find Grayling equally inviting. The area sits within Michigan’s snowbelt and is surrounded by miles of groomed trails maintained by local snowmobile associations. Riders can access routes that connect Grayling with Frederic, Lovells, Lewiston, and Gaylord, creating opportunities for half day rides or extended loops. Trails travel through state land, forests, and open terrain, offering variety without requiring long road crossings. With convenient access points and services nearby, Grayling serves as a natural base for winter riding.
Dinner and Drinks After the Trails
After a long day in the snow, Grayling’s restaurants and breweries offer warm, relaxed places to refuel.
A longtime local favorite, Spike’s Keg ‘O’ Nails sits along the AuSable River and serves hearty meals in a casual setting. Known for generous portions and classic comfort food, Spike’s is a dependable stop for groups looking to unwind and share a meal after skiing or riding.
For locally brewed beer and a comfortable taproom atmosphere, Paddle Hard Brewing offers a rotating selection of house made beers inspired by Northern Michigan. Paddle Hard remains a popular winter stop throughout the season.
Dead Bear Brewing Company adds another option for craft beer fans, with a lineup of thoughtfully brewed styles ranging from easy drinking ales to more robust seasonal offerings. The relaxed setting makes it an ideal place to gather after a day outdoors and compare trail stories over a pint. For even more local craft beer, Rolling Oak Brewing offers a cozy taproom and a selection of unique small‑batch brews, perfect for winding down after a day on the trails.
Rounding out the options, Ray’s Barbeque, Brews and Blues delivers smoked meats, sandwiches, and a wide beer selection that pairs well with cold weather appetites and active winter days.
Plan Your Winter Visit
Grayling’s combination of groomed ski trails, extensive snowmobile routes, and locally owned dining and brewing establishments makes it easy to build winter days that balance adventure and downtime. Spend your daylight hours skiing wooded trails or riding open snowmobile routes, then settle in for dinner and drinks just minutes away.
For trail updates, dining details, and additional winter activities, visit the Grayling Visitors Bureau website to plan your next cold weather adventure.

