
 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Recognition Award recipients announced for 
Olivier Awards 2020 with Mastercard 

 

• Jo Hawes, Thelma Holt, Stephen Jameson, Sarah Preece and Peter Roberts to 
be honoured  
 

• Special Recognition Awards recognise outstanding contributions to the theatre 
industry 

 

• Awards to be presented at Olivier Awards Nominees’ Celebration on 13 March 
 
Ahead of the Olivier Awards 2020 with Mastercard, five individuals have been announced as 
this year’s winners of Special Recognition Awards, honouring their outstanding contributions 
to the theatre industry.  
 
Children’s casting director Jo Hawes CDG will receive a Special Recognition Award for 
driving the industry’s work on child casting and licensing, and her leadership in chaperoning. 
The award will be presented by actor Jonathan Sayer. 
 
Producer Thelma Holt is being honoured for her long and prolific career and will be 
presented with her award by producer and theatre owner Nica Burns. 
 
Mountview joint Chief Executives Stephen Jameson and Sarah Preece are awarded for 
their achievement of moving the school, their dedication to the community and commitment 
to improving diversity and accessibility. Actor and Mountview alum Giles Terera will present 
their awards. 
 
Theatre consultant and former Delfont Mackintosh Technical Director Peter Roberts will be 
recognised for his outstanding skill and effort in helping to consolidate theatre's access to 
radio spectrum. The award will be presented to him by producer Nick Allott. 
 
The Special Recognition Awards will be formally presented on Friday 13 March, during an 
Olivier Awards Nominees’ Celebration at The May Fair Hotel in London (part of Edwardian 
Hotels London, official hotel partner for the Olivier Awards).  
 
Julian Bird, Chief Executive of Society of London Theatre and Executive Producer of the 
Olivier Awards, said: 
 
‘It is a privilege to publicly honour the inspirational careers of these five people, all working in 
very different fields, but who have all had a huge impact behind the scenes and inspired 
countless theatre industry colleagues.’  
 
The Olivier Awards 2020 with Mastercard will take place on Sunday 5 April at the Royal 
Albert Hall, hosted by Jason Manford. Nominations will be announced on Tuesday 3 March, 
and tickets for the ceremony are now on sale through priceless.com. Further details of plans 
for this year’s Olivier Awards will be revealed soon. 
 

https://www.priceless.com/


OlivierAwards.com | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
 

#OlivierAwards 
 
**ENDS** 
 
For all press enquiries, please contact Eva Mason: eva@soltukt.co.uk / 0207 557 6729 
 
EDITORS NOTES 
 
Established in 1976, the Olivier Awards celebrate the world-class status of London theatre 
and are Britain’s most prestigious stage honours.   
 
Society of London Theatre (SOLT) is a not-for-profit organisation representing the London 
theatre industry. SOLT runs the Olivier Awards, West End LIVE, TKTS, Theatre Tokens, 
Kids Week, the New Year Sale and Official London Theatre.  
 
Mastercard is a technology company in the global payments industry. We operate the 
world’s fastest payments processing network, connecting consumers, financial institutions, 
retailers, governments and businesses in more than 210 countries and territories. 
Mastercard products and solutions make everyday commerce activities – such as shopping, 
travelling, running a business and managing finances – easier, more secure and more 
efficient for everyone.  Follow us on Twitter @MastercardUKBiz, join the discussion on the 
Beyond the Transaction Blog and subscribe for the latest news on the Engagement Bureau 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD RECIPIENT BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Jo Hawes CDG trained at LAMDA and began a stage management career at the Theatre 
Royal Windsor. After working in stage management in London, Jo then spent several years 
as a theatrical PA, before becoming the Children’s Casting Director for Olivier! at the London 
Palladium in 1995.  Since then, she has worked on many big West End shows, including Les 
Miserables, Mary Poppins and Joseph And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  
 
Jo runs a variety of courses and classes for children in the UK and abroad, alongside 
courses for chaperones. In 2012 she wrote Children In Theatre, a guide for parents of child 
performers. 
 
 
Thelma Holt, a graduate of the RADA and co-founder of the Open Space Theatre, became 
director of the Roundhouse in 1976 before joining Peter Hall at the National Theatre as 
commercial producer. She then became an award-winning independent producer, working 
with actors including Vanessa Redgrave, Alan Rickman and Antony Sher. 
 
As Associate Producer for the RSC, Thelma has toured to Japan, and co-produced many 
productions in the West End (most recently Kunene And The King). Thelma produced all 
director Yukio Ninagawa’s UK-performed productions over 30 years. In recognition of her 
promotion of Japanese theatre, she was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun by the 
Emperor of Japan. 
 
She represented the Cameron Mackintosh Drama Fund at Oxford University for 20 years, is 
an Emeritus Fellow of St Catherine's College and became a Distinguished Friend of Oxford 
in 2006. 
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Stephen Jameson originally trained as an actor at LAMDA, working at the Old Vic, Almeida 
Theatre and Theatre Royal Stratford East and travelling the world with the English 
Shakespeare Company. As a director Stephen has created work for the Young Vic, Globe 
International Shakespeare Festival in Neuss, the Queille Festival in Toulouse, the National 
Theatre in Seoul and Acteerstudio, Den Haag. He was Associate Director at LAMDA, has 
taught and directed Guildhall School of Music and Drama and Royal Central School of 
Speech and Drama and has written and adapted work for both radio and theatre. He has 
been awarded the Prix Francois Florent by Cours Florent in Paris. 
 
 
Sarah Preece has 20 years’ experience as a strategic manager and executive lead in the 
cultural industries. Previously Sarah was Executive Director of Battersea Arts Centre from 
2009 to 2013 and prior to that Finance Director at London’s Royal Court Theatre, playing a 
key role in the capital redevelopment of both organisations. She is a practicing artist. She 
has an MsC in Organisational Development from the Metanoia Institute and was an Arts 
Council funded Clore Fellow in 2007/08.  
 
 
Peter Roberts joined the Bernard Delfont Organisation in 1962, where for the next 30 years 
he worked variously as Assistant Stage Manager, Deputy Stage Manager, Stage Manager, 
Company Manager, Production Manager, Director of Production and Technical Director. In 
1992, Peter joined Cameron Mackintosh Limited, where he was Technical Director, and a 
Director of Cameron Mackintosh Consultants Limited, Delfont Mackintosh Theatres Limited, 
Prince Edward Theatre Limited and The Prince of Wales Theatre Limited, until retirement in 
2007. 
 
With a specific interest in the technical side of the industry, training and Industrial Affairs, 
Peter has been a member of SOLT since 1983, and is now an Honorary Life Member. He is 
also a Fellow of the Association of British Theatre Technicians, and sits on the Society's 
Industrial Affairs Committee. As part of the BEIRG steering group, Peter is involved in 
negotiations with Ofcom around theatre’s future access to radio spectrum. Peter is now 
retired but maintains an interest in matters theatrical. 
 


