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Sasha Stavila
#5037

Braden Lee
#54228

Nikolay

#347766

Omar Belattar
#312360

Zachariah Hagy

#350560



https://www.stills.com/images/a-samurai-standing-guard-while-he-holds-flowers-and-and-sword-in-a-stylized-photo/347766
https://www.stills.com/artists/nikolay/1744
https://www.stills.com/images/vibrant-abstract-painting-with-swirling-colors-of-blue-orange-and-red-creating-a-mesmerizing-and-chaotic-pattern-of-bubbles-and-textures/312360
https://www.stills.com/artists/omar-belattar/1580
https://www.stills.com/images/woman-wearing-multiple-necklaces-poses-against-a-blue-background/5037
https://www.stills.com/artists/sasha-stavila/103
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-a-red-neon-sign-in-a-restaurant-window/54228
https://www.stills.com/artists/braden-lee/144
https://www.stills.com/images/two-boys-playing-outside-of-a-building-seen-through-two-large-holes-in-an-outdoor-wall/350560
https://www.stills.com/artists/zachariah-hagy/1816
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The Trends
Defining 2025

Let’s be real: designers have their work cut
out for them this year.

Between Al overload, dwindling attention spans, and
hypersaturated content, it’s crucial for designers to cut
through the noise and stand out with work that feels
authentic, relevant, and emotionally resonant.

At Stills, we have a broad perspective across the design
industry. We're a trusted source for the world's most
Innovative brands and agencies, providing relevant, pre-
cleared imagery for a wide variety of creative projects.

Our unique position at the intersection of those creating

briefs and those endorsing projects gives us expert insight

into the evolving landscape of visual storytelling. Our

photography in design trend report is a valuable resource

designed to empower creatives like you with the
knowledge necessary to produce impactful, authentic
work that connects with an ever-changing audience.
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Candid Photos

PSA: audiences are tired of seeing the hyper-polished aesthetic of the 2010s.

These photos are more than just quick snapshots, though. Remember: not every moment needs to be perfect. Just
This year’s about capturing real, unfiltered moments that feel authentic. Never underestimate your audience’s eye for
raw and relatable. “We want to see more of the rough, the real, authenticity —they can always tell when something feels
and the approachable,” says content creator Victoria Stefania. staged or disingenuous.

Sara And Phil

#33569

Lauren Withrow
#319923

PHOTOGRAPHY
IN DESIGN
TREND REPORT

GS & Co

#82136

Thomas Irwin
#212936

Christian Sorensen Hansen
#226108

25



https://www.stills.com/images/a-frustrated-man-sitting-at-a-table/319923
https://www.stills.com/artists/lauren-withrow/46
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-wearing-casual-clothing-is-seen-jumping-with-a-neutral-expression-against-a-backdrop-of-a-sky-and-clouds/33569
https://www.stills.com/artists/sara-and-phil/172
https://www.stills.com/images/a-little-boy-and-a-little-girl-holding-tennis-rackets-on-a-green-court-with-colorful-lines/82136
https://www.stills.com/artists/gs-co/1214
https://www.stills.com/images/a-teenage-girl-relaxes-in-a-baby-blue-car/212936
https://www.stills.com/artists/thomas-irwin/176
https://www.stills.com/images/a-women-is-doing-a-hand-stand-on-top-of-a-hill/226108
https://www.stills.com/artists/christian-sorensen-hansen/1217
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# REMEMBER: NOT EVERY MQI”ENT'NEEDS TO BE PERFECT. JUST AUTHENTIC.
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE YOUR AUDIENCE’S EYE FOR AUTHENTICITY—THEY CAN
ALWAYS TELL WHEN SOMETHING FEELS STAGED OR DISINGENUOUS.

REMEMBER: NOT EVERY MOMENT NEEDS TO BE PERFECT. JUST AUTHENTIC.
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE YOUR AUDIENCE’S EYE FOR AUTHENTICITY—THEY CAN
ALWAYS TELL WHEN SOMETHING FEELS STAGED OR DISINGENUOUS.
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PHOTOGRAPHY
CANDID PHOTOS IN DESIGN VIEW THE BOARD
TREND REPORT

LIZZY ROLLINS
#246317

FAIZAL WESTCOTT
#34342

COLE WILSON
#311407

TYLER GLASS
#265143

GRADE SOLOMON SARA AND PHIL
#209038 #30460

GRANT PUCKETT
#9211

LAUREN WITHROW
#2256

ALEX BOTTON
#54128

TANGUY TROUDE NATHAN CYPRYS
#282329 #334224

AARON TAO
#263990


https://www.stills.com/boards/candid-photos/VMsTNYAA/share
https://www.stills.com/boards/candid-photos/VMsTNYAA/share
https://www.stills.com/artists/grade-solomon/1179
https://www.stills.com/artists/alex-botton/131
https://www.stills.com/artists/lizzy-rollins/1302
https://www.stills.com/artists/aaron-tao/1325
https://www.stills.com/artists/grant-puckett/123
https://www.stills.com/artists/lauren-withrow/46
https://www.stills.com/artists/nathan-cyprys/1750
https://www.stills.com/artists/tyler-glass/1413
https://www.stills.com/artists/faizal-westcott/49
https://www.stills.com/artists/sara-and-phil/172
https://www.stills.com/artists/cole-wilson/1329
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-with-bright-colored-hair-stands-between-two-houses-outdoors/209038
https://www.stills.com/images/two-men-jumping-and-diving-into-a-body-of-water/54128
https://www.stills.com/images/a-woman-wearing-a-bikini-sits-in-a-van-and-laughs-as-she-hold-a-camera/246317
https://www.stills.com/images/a-woman-carries-a-small-child-in-one-arm-while-she-pulls-a-luggage-cart-that-is-filled-with-suitcases-and-another-child/263990
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-surfs-in-shorts-and-a-tshirt-at-the-beach/9211
https://www.stills.com/artists/tanguy-troude/1210
https://www.stills.com/images/a-woman-with-long-hair-and-a-white-shirt-standing-by-the-waters-edge/282329
https://www.stills.com/images/two-people-lying-on-the-floor-and-having-fun/2256
https://www.stills.com/images/woman-wearing-sunglasses-blowing-colorful-soap-bubbles-outdoors-with-a-background-of-green-trees-and-blue-sky/334224
https://www.stills.com/images/a-mysterious-night-scene-in-which-several-people-with-umbrellas-are-gathered-outside-an-establishment-illuminated-by-warm-light-on-a-rainy-night/265143
https://www.stills.com/images/a-mother-and-daughter-hold-hands-and-run-out-of-a-building-with-shadow-people-standing-behind-them/34342
https://www.stills.com/images/teenage-couple-laughing-as-the-boy-carries-the-girl-on-his-back-while-skateboarding/30460
https://www.stills.com/images/a-man-wearing-a-black-cap-is-throwing-a-pizza-dough-up/311407
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IN DESIGN
TREND REPORT

In 2025, flat design feels a little... flat.
Abstract and textural imagery adds that extra oomph, giving By adding texture, designers can create a sensory connection,
your work depth and making it feel more tangible. These balancing digital precision with a more tactile quality. “It
Images can soften type-heavy layouts and minimalist designs, creates a unique balance,” says UK-based content creator
creating a more engaging and grounded aesthetic. Robert McCombe. “It feels like a fusion of pre-tech and

modern design, digital and physical, leaving a more lasting

iImpression.”

Johan Knobe
#225980

Elliott Chau

#245480

Robert Palmer

#319374

Jeroen Van Nieuwenhove
#211045

Omar Belattar
#341862



https://www.stills.com/images/a-light-green-texture-has-multiple-black-spots-that-appear-to-be-streaked-across-its-surface/341862
https://www.stills.com/artists/omar-belattar/1580
https://www.stills.com/images/vibrant-colors-burst-in-an-abstract-creation/211045
https://www.stills.com/artists/jeroen-van-nieuwenhove/238
https://www.stills.com/images/landscape-of-land-in-weathered-mountains/319374
https://www.stills.com/artists/robert-palmer/1684
https://www.stills.com/images/aerial-view-of-a-blue-icelandic-glacial-river/245480
https://www.stills.com/artists/elliott-chau/1288
https://www.stills.com/images/a-large-wheat-field-while-the-wheat-is-still-green/225980
https://www.stills.com/artists/johan-knobe/92

design, digital
a more lasting
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Photography In Design Trend Report Trend In Action ABSTRACT/TEXTURAL
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PHOTOGRAPHY
ABSTRACT TEXTURES IN DESIGN VIEW THE BOARD
TREND REPORT

ROMAN DE GIULI
#211781

VIJAY SARATHY
#23646

TANGUY TROUDE
#245614

MOLLY STROHL

#253839 CHANEL FARKAS
#309040

JEREMY BISHOP
#316507

ROMAN HILL
#19473

ALISON SCARPULLA
#332236

CHRISTIAN SORENSEN HANSEN
#222615

ALEXANDER SILVA SIM WARREN
#337702 #226325

OMAR BELATTAR
#301027


https://www.stills.com/boards/abstracttextural/aBBmQQwd/share
https://www.stills.com/boards/abstracttextural/aBBmQQwd/share
https://www.stills.com/artists/molly-strohl/1336
https://www.stills.com/artists/vijay-sarathy/182
https://www.stills.com/artists/omar-belattar/1580
https://www.stills.com/artists/roman-hill/149
https://www.stills.com/artists/sim-warren/120
https://www.stills.com/artists/chanel-farkas/1327
https://www.stills.com/artists/tanguy-troude/1210
https://www.stills.com/artists/jeremy-bishop/1403
https://www.stills.com/artists/roman-de-giuli/50
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-stretched-face-of-model-wearing-fashionable-blouse/253839
https://www.stills.com/images/an-abstract-colorful-sky-over-a-mountainous-region-at-night-time/23646
https://www.stills.com/images/wire-in-a-helical-pattern-against-a-white-background/301027
https://www.stills.com/images/soap-film-evaporates-revealing-liquid-underneath/19473
https://www.stills.com/artists/alexander-silva/1782
https://www.stills.com/images/an-image-of-an-abstract-colored-painting/337702
https://www.stills.com/images/blue-mountains-with-lakes-with-red-water/226325
https://www.stills.com/images/ripples-in-a-red-liquid-surface/309040
https://www.stills.com/images/brown-droplets-and-spots-on-the-glass-with-ocean-waves-the-horizon-and-clouds-behind/245614
https://www.stills.com/images/aerial-view-of-a-desert-dune-with-sun-reflection/316507
https://www.stills.com/images/a-colored-spherical-shape-with-a-fractal-pattern/211781
https://www.stills.com/artists/christian-sorensen-hansen/1217
https://www.stills.com/images/abstract-art-showing-a-person-standing-in-a-river/222615
https://www.stills.com/artists/alison-scarpulla/1203
https://www.stills.com/images/closed-window-blinds-and-a-sheer-red-curtain-with-sunlight-passing-through-the-blinds-and-making-a-wave-effect-on-the-curtain/332236
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Dark Imagery

PHOTOGRAPHY
IN DESIGN
TREND REPORT

No, it’'s not your screen settings—dark imagery is having a moment.

Between blockbusters and dramatic ad campaigns, these
visuals leverage deep shadows, muted tones, and dramatic
contrasts to evoke emotion and intrigue. They can also amplify
visual impact and create a strikingly modern aesthetic,
especially when paired with bold, clean typography.

Rinegg

#30715

One common source of inspiration: the fashion industry.
Brands like Louis Vuitton, Gucci, and Fear of God pioneer the
use of dark imagery to grab audiences' attention.

Just don’t go too dark, or your audience may start squinting
and complaining in the comment section.

Filip Gielda

#335033

Harry Judge

#337123

Jonathan Sweet
#211346

Alina Nechaeva
#286826

25



https://www.stills.com/images/a-powerful-thunderstorm-over-a-lake-with-mountains-in-the-background/30715
https://www.stills.com/artists/rinegg/209
https://www.stills.com/images/a-reflective-surface-with-intense-red-tones-creating-an-abstract-effect/337123
https://www.stills.com/artists/harry-judge/1783
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-black-flowers-against-a-dark-background/335033
https://www.stills.com/artists/filip-gielda/1738
https://www.stills.com/images/cars-driving-along-the-beach-at-night/211346
https://www.stills.com/artists/jonathan-sweet/161
https://www.stills.com/images/a-large-dark-spherical-object-hovering-over-a-rugged-landscape-with-bodies-of-water-under-a-dark-sky/286826
https://www.stills.com/artists/alina-nechaeva/1511

DEEP SHADOWS

DARK IMAGERY

Photography In Design Trend Report

Trend In Action

DARK IMAGERY

DRAMATIC CONTRASTS
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TWEEN BLOC;KBUS'I’ERS AND DRAMATIC AD
AMPAIGNS, THESE VISUALS LEVERAGE DEEP

; A SR b : iy : IADOWS, MUTED TONES, AND DRAMATIC
DARK IMAGE - Co o s o X ” TN ' - CONTRASTS TO EVOKE EMOTION AND INTRIGUE.

e : :
: N AND A
INTRIGUE WITH AUTHENTIC DARK

EVOKE AUDIENC i

EVOKE AUDI EMOTION AND A i
INTRIGUE WITH AUTHENTIC DARK
IMAGERY AT STILLS.COM.




PHOTOGRAPHY
DARK IMAGERY IN DESIGN VIEW THE BOARD
TREND REPORT

RACHAEL GALIPO

FLORIAN FATTON #351432

#301809

JAKE WANGNER
#31674

EREN SARIGUL
#260644

WILLIAM DESENA
#2914

EWAN MCLOUGHLIN
#278557

ZACHARIAH HAGY
#344944

ARMEN MNATSAKANJAN
#211267

VIJAY SARATHY
#316416

VINCENT MEJIA KORBINIAN GRAD
#282542 #272994

ANNIKA KAFCALOUDIS
#33178


https://www.stills.com/boards/dark-imagery/HSuKASwi/share
https://www.stills.com/boards/dark-imagery/HSuKASwi/share
https://www.stills.com/artists/william-desena/62
https://www.stills.com/artists/armen-mnatsakanjan/1185
https://www.stills.com/artists/vijay-sarathy/182
https://www.stills.com/artists/zachariah-hagy/1816
https://www.stills.com/artists/ewan-mcloughlin/1533
https://www.stills.com/artists/rachael-galipo/1460
https://www.stills.com/artists/korbinian-grad/1525
https://www.stills.com/artists/florian-fatton/1291
https://www.stills.com/images/a-man-in-a-hat-stands-in-front-of-a-teal-background-creating-a-silhouette/2914
https://www.stills.com/images/a-wooden-box-on-the-grass-on-a-foggy-night/211267
https://www.stills.com/images/silhouette-of-a-woman-in-a-natural-environment-with-trees-in-the-background-and-a-dark-sky-in-golden-tones/316416
https://www.stills.com/artists/vincent-mejia/1565
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-a-man-with-curly-hair-wearing-a-knit-sweater/282542
https://www.stills.com/images/dramatic-composition-with-intense-lighting-highlighting-a-woman-dressed-in-black-leather-with-long-dreadlocks-that-resemble-branches/344944
https://www.stills.com/images/a-view-of-some-lights-in-a-parking-lot-at-night/278557
https://www.stills.com/images/a-dark-landscape-with-mountainous-shapes-is-visible-with-some-light-areas-and-dark-linear-patterns/351432
https://www.stills.com/images/couple-hugging-underwater/272994
https://www.stills.com/images/a-man-walking-the-crest-of-a-sand-dune-at-night/301809
https://www.stills.com/artists/jake-wangner/202
https://www.stills.com/images/in-a-dimly-lit-room-an-elegant-lady-stands-in-silhouette-exuding-confidence-and-grace/31674
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-an-old-rusty-fence-on-a-black-background/33178
https://www.stills.com/artists/annika-kafcaloudis/200
https://www.stills.com/artists/eren-sarigul/154
https://www.stills.com/images/a-man-stands-in-a-doorway-smoking-as-lights-inside-the-building-glow-in-the-darkness/260644
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"Flash On"
If you aim to grab attention and feel effortlessly cool, this is your time.
Whether it’s a high-end brand or a brand looking to feel more This nostalgic style, characterized by direct lighting and vivid
relatable, high-key flash photography is increasingly being subject isolation, feels dynamic and draws attention, especially

used to create bold, high-energy visuals. “There’s a higher If your audience appreciates the Y2K aesthetic.
need for things to feel authentic and ‘real’ in the digital space

as we move forward,” Stefania says. “We’re going to see more

flash photography that displays the real and raw.”

Mary Caroline Russell
#240318

Lauren Withrow
#312588

Noe Langronier
#351441

Delaney Allen
#215177
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Xavier Autrey Holschneider
#341093



https://www.stills.com/images/a-stop-sign-in-the-city/341093
https://www.stills.com/artists/xavier-autrey-holschneider/1787
https://www.stills.com/images/stone-structures-in-the-desert-at-night-with-colored-lighting/215177
https://www.stills.com/artists/delaney-allen/1202
https://www.stills.com/images/a-brown-horse-grazing-in-a-field-of-dense-vegetation-with-mountains-and-a-cloudy-sky-in-the-background/351441
https://www.stills.com/artists/noe-langronier/1838
https://www.stills.com/images/man-from-behind-flexing-his-muscles-in-a-double-biceps-pose/312588
https://www.stills.com/artists/lauren-withrow/46
https://www.stills.com/images/a-fashionable-man-in-pink-floral-attire-enjoys-a-cup-of-coffee-beside-a-striking-black-and-white-llama-against-a-backdrop-of-a-curtained-window/240318
https://www.stills.com/artists/mary-caroline-russell/1236
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Create Bold,
High-Energy
Visuals

Spark Instant
Nostalgia

81
24

Draw Immediate
Audience Attention

Explore More “Flash On” ==

Photography on Stills

&?

direc
VIVIC h*_
isolation |
dynamic a
immediate’ on
—especially ifyour
audience
appreciates the’
aesthetic. |

“There’s a higher
need for things to
feel authentic and
‘real’ in the digital
space as we move
forward. We’re
going to see more
flash photography
that displays the real
and raw.”

—Victoria Stefania
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GRAB ATTENTION AND
FEEL EFFORTLESSLY COOL.
THIS IS YOUR MOMENT

E L] Al
R CTERIZED BY DIRECT LIGHTING AND VIVID SUBJECT ISOLATION, FEELS DYNAMIC AND
IATE ATTEN

FON —ESPECIALLY IF YOUR AUDIENCE APPRECIATES THE Y2K AESTHETIC.

Capture (And Keep
Audience Attention
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Spark Instant Nostalgia

Tap Into The Y2K
Aesthetic
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PHOTOGRAPHY
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ARNAUD MORO
#343665

ALEXA JADE
#313888

ERICA HINCK
#248482

ALY KULA GIANLUCA MORTAROTTI BETHANY REED
#277178 #37943 #268743

BLYTHE THOMAS
#4238

JERICHO PATRICK
#344220

ALEXANDER SILVA
#338625

& . GS&CO
| #68830

JAYMIE BELKNAP ASHTON DAVIS
#351600 #352367


https://www.stills.com/boards/flash-on/y37l9AEP/share
https://www.stills.com/boards/flash-on/y37l9AEP/share
https://www.stills.com/artists/alexa-jade/1315
https://www.stills.com/artists/alexander-silva/1782
https://www.stills.com/artists/jaymie-belknap/1804
https://www.stills.com/artists/jericho-patrick/1807
https://www.stills.com/artists/gs-co/1214
https://www.stills.com/artists/gianluca-mortarotti/226
https://www.stills.com/artists/erica-hinck/160
https://www.stills.com/artists/bethany-reed/1424
https://www.stills.com/images/a-dining-table-filled-with-various-meals-and-drinks-surrounded-by-a-group-of-people-seated-and-enjoying-their-food-together-at-night/313888
https://www.stills.com/images/a-red-flower-is-positioned-over-two-blue-stones-on-a-blue-background/338625
https://www.stills.com/images/a-plastic-lawn-chair-on-an-empty-beach-at-sunset/351600
https://www.stills.com/images/a-swarm-of-ladybugs-swarm-a-dead-tree/344220
https://www.stills.com/images/a-boys-dirtcovered-calf-surrounded-by-a-huddle-of-people-in-football-jerseys-on-a-football-field/68830
https://www.stills.com/images/slightly-opened-doors-with-a-hand-on-the-knob/37943
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-mid-air-on-a-snowboard-at-night-with-snow-particles-around/248482
https://www.stills.com/images/a-woman-holding-a-fish-in-a-room/268743
https://www.stills.com/artists/aly-kula/173
https://www.stills.com/images/a-portrait-of-a-woman-having-fun-outdoors-in-the-rain/277178
https://www.stills.com/artists/ashton-davis/1788
https://www.stills.com/images/a-confident-man-sitting-in-a-car-wearing-a-leather-jacket-and-sunglasses-with-a-bold-and-stylish-vibe-illuminated-by-neon-lighting/352367
https://www.stills.com/artists/blythe-thomas/66
https://www.stills.com/images/a-glass-door-with-black-handrail-in-a-brick-building-with-an-open-sign-special-instructions-and-an-advertisement/4238
https://www.stills.com/artists/arnaud-moro/110
https://www.stills.com/images/woman-holding-a-drink-and-wearing-sunglasses-in-a-dimly-lit-environment/32286
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IN DESIGN
TREND REPORT
Noise is out—artifacts are in.
Incorporating JPEG artifacts into images is a rising trend that These digital imperfections tap into early-internet nostalgia
adds a raw, intentionally imperfect aesthetic. “We’re seeing a while offering a unique visual texture that contrasts with
significant shift from digital to 'IRL' culture, where people are today’s overly polished visuals. This experimental approach
Increasingly rejecting hyper-modernity and embracing a sense also adds a “found on the internet” feel, which can help brands
of grounded tradition,” says London-based graphic designer appear more grounded and innovative.
and brand consultant Joe Diver.
Grade Solomon
#209038
Nathan Cyprys
#328763
Rachel Eblin

#333443
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Pascal Schonlau
#307428
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Anne Holiday

#38109



https://www.stills.com/images/red-rose-with-lush-petals-in-extreme-closeup/38109
https://www.stills.com/artists/anne-holiday/158
https://www.stills.com/images/illuminated-orange-squares-float-above-the-plants-and-grass/307428
https://www.stills.com/artists/pascal-schonlau/1707
https://www.stills.com/images/a-woman-wearing-translucent-fabric-over-her-face-and-gold-earrings-with-colored-stones/333443
https://www.stills.com/artists/rachel-eblin/1771
https://www.stills.com/images/two-arms-are-raised-in-the-air-touching-each-other-during-the-day/328763
https://www.stills.com/artists/nathan-cyprys/1750
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-with-bright-colored-hair-stands-between-two-houses-outdoors/209038
https://www.stills.com/artists/grade-solomon/1179
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Go Experimental

IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE PERFECT,
JUST AUTHENTIC
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Reject Hyper-Modernity
OFFER AN EXPERIENCE THAT
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Break The Rules
INCORPORATE A RAW,
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IMPERFECT AESTHETIC
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Forget Digital Culture
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CHANNEL A “FOUND ON
THE INTERNET” FEEL



PHOTOGRAPHY
JPEG ARTIFACTING IN DESIGN VIEW THE BOARD
TREND REPORT

Jp—

STEVEN CLOUSE
#197345

SEAN HAGWELL
#307021

JOHNO FAHERTY
#272579

U e Y

ZACHARY HERTZMAN

#224913 ILKA & FRANZ
NATHAN CYPRYS #307951

#330742

ALISON SCARPULLA
#222649

MARGEAUX WALTER
#336723
SARAH MCCOLGAN
#222399

RACHEL EBLIN &WALSH
#333099 #235392

LEVIN LEE
#291484


https://www.stills.com/boards/jpeg-artifacting/tqPIoILC/share
https://www.stills.com/boards/jpeg-artifacting/tqPIoILC/share
https://www.stills.com/artists/nathan-cyprys/1750
https://www.stills.com/artists/margeaux-walter/1784
https://www.stills.com/artists/steven-clouse/234
https://www.stills.com/artists/levin-lee/1251
https://www.stills.com/artists/alison-scarpulla/1203
https://www.stills.com/artists/walsh/1247
https://www.stills.com/artists/zachary-hertzman/1192
https://www.stills.com/artists/sean-hagwell/83
https://www.stills.com/artists/ilka-franz/1594
https://www.stills.com/artists/johno-faherty/1483
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-a-womans-face-as-she-looks-to-her-side/330742
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-wearing-a-cooling-eye-mask-is-submerged-in-a-bed-of-ocean-blue-sheets/336723
https://www.stills.com/images/children-enjoying-a-carnival-ride-suspended-in-chairs/197345
https://www.stills.com/images/nine-identical-pink-mannequin-heads-arranged-in-a-clear-plastic-grid-against-a-purple-background/291484
https://www.stills.com/images/a-hand-is-reaching-out-of-the-water-to-grab-a-yellow-net/222649
https://www.stills.com/artists/rachel-eblin/1771
https://www.stills.com/images/blurred-silhouette-of-a-woman-against-pink-and-red-lights/333099
https://www.stills.com/images/two-hands-wearing-silver-gloves-are-holding-a-vinyl-record-album-on-a-turntable/235392
https://www.stills.com/images/the-left-side-headlights-of-a-car/224913
https://www.stills.com/images/a-straight-haired-woman-pops-a-pink-bubblegum-in-front-of-a-pink-wall/307021
https://www.stills.com/images/a-wooden-tray-on-a-blue-cushion-holds-a-variety-of-cheeses-a-glass-of-milk-and-black-grapes-a-black-sleep-mask-with-the-words-cheese-dreams-lies-on-the-cushion-the-scene-is-set-against-a-bright-red-background-and-a-pink-cushioned-headboard/307951
https://www.stills.com/images/man-with-a-hat-reading-a-newspaper-that-is-on-fire/272579
https://www.stills.com/artists/sarah-mccolgan/1187
https://www.stills.com/images/extreme-close-up-of-a-persons-lips-with-lipstick/222399
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TREND REPORT
Cut it, layer it, mess it up—collage is back.
This trend is about breaking the rules and having fun with your By leaning into the imperfections and organized chaos of the
visuals. “In a time when Al and automation are at the top of my process, collage work can produce designs that feel organic
mind, I've been drawn to trends with a human element,” says and one-of-a-kind in a crowded visual landscape. Remember:
New York-based designer and illustrator Kirsten Holland. the more weird you get with it, the more you stand out.
Francesco Gioia
#337032
L I | :
:
;1 1 .
Pascal Schonlau
#306537
Layla Sailor
#261042
Sandra Ramos Casasampera ™~

#293053
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Zachariah Hagy

#350560



https://www.stills.com/images/two-boys-playing-outside-of-a-building-seen-through-two-large-holes-in-an-outdoor-wall/350560
https://www.stills.com/artists/zachariah-hagy/1816
https://www.stills.com/images/a-vintage-sofa-and-television-in-the-middle-of-a-poppy-field/293053
https://www.stills.com/artists/sandra-ramos-casasampera/1515
https://www.stills.com/images/womans-face-covered-by-a-miniature-shelf-of-objects-and-hands-holding-scissors-towards-her-black-hair/261042
https://www.stills.com/artists/layla-sailor/1344
https://www.stills.com/images/two-hands-reach-out-towards-each-other-against-a-dark-background-recreating-michelangelos-famous-painting-the-creation-of-adam/306537
https://www.stills.com/artists/pascal-schonlau/1707
https://www.stills.com/images/metal-door-handle-fixed-to-a-wooden-board-with-a-key-hanging-on-a-hook-and-a-shadow-of-a-person/337032
https://www.stills.com/artists/francesco-gioia/1182
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MORE YOU STAND OUT

Photography In Design Trend Report 2025 Trend In Action COLLAGE
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Explore exclusive pre-cleared imagery for your proj
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JADE STEPHENS

ALINA NECHAEVA #270936

#303771 ANDREW MCCARTHY

#289416

FRANCESCO GIOIA
#213679

GS & CO
#191222

CHRISTIAN EKEIGWE
#320133

HANNAH DIMMITT
#333195

OMAR BELATTAR
#328063

JORDAN LANCASTER-GRAHAM
#267518

ILKA & FRANZ
#287908

CHAD PEACOCK ROWAN SPRAY
#292911 #255676


https://www.stills.com/boards/collage/zrcZjRZi/share
https://www.stills.com/boards/collage/zrcZjRZi/share
https://www.stills.com/artists/gs-co/1214
https://www.stills.com/artists/jordan-lancaster-graham/1434
https://www.stills.com/artists/alina-nechaeva/1511
https://www.stills.com/artists/ilka-franz/1594
https://www.stills.com/artists/hannah-dimmitt/1286
https://www.stills.com/artists/omar-belattar/1580
https://www.stills.com/artists/rowan-spray/1324
https://www.stills.com/artists/andrew-mccarthy/19
https://www.stills.com/artists/christian-ekeigwe/1743
https://www.stills.com/artists/jade-stephens/194
https://www.stills.com/images/a-woman-wearing-bright-red-lipstick/191222
https://www.stills.com/images/an-abstract-image-of-a-sea/267518
https://www.stills.com/images/a-mirror-is-stuck-in-the-grass-of-a-hill-reflecting-the-clear-pink-and-blue-sky/303771
https://www.stills.com/images/a-person-with-fish-tails-on-their-fingers/287908
https://www.stills.com/images/woman-standing-outside-practicing-tai-chi-arm-movements/333195
https://www.stills.com/artists/chad-peacock/1477
https://www.stills.com/images/an-old-car-is-half-buried-nose-in-the-ground-in-the-desert/292911
https://www.stills.com/images/a-silhouette-hand-reaching-upward-against-a-deep-blue-and-purple-sky-with-warm-sunlight-highlighting-the-fingertips/328063
https://www.stills.com/images/white-flowers-on-a-green-background/255676
https://www.stills.com/images/stars-and-nebulae/289416
https://www.stills.com/images/woman-standing-against-a-white-background-wearing-a-black-blazer-red-tights-and-red-high-heel-shoes/320133
https://www.stills.com/images/a-group-of-pelicans-with-long-yellow-beaks-and-bright-orange-markings-tilt-their-heads-curiously-against-a-clear-blue-sky/270936
https://www.stills.com/artists/francesco-gioia/1182
https://www.stills.com/images/close-up-of-an-elderly-womans-fingers-holding-a-cigarette/213679
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DESIGNED BY POSTER 01

DESIGN
TRENDS

HALF-FINISHED CUT AND GLUE SERIFS ARE KING
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WELCOME TO THE

JOHAL

NINETIES

Half-Finished

PSA: perfectly polished is boring.

NOTABLE ARTISTS IN THIS
GENRE MELTING PLAYLIST
INCLUDE GREATS LIRE
BLACK MARBLE GLITTERER
APHLC X TwWiIN UGAZ|
LAUNDI:R COCTEAU TWINS
THE BREEDERS BUILT iO
SPILL & MANY MORE

This year, designers and brands are embracing a half-finished,
hand-drawn look that feels raw and real. “We’ve started to see
the return to character and personality in identities as brands
reach into their past to pull out a handful of things that make
them truly uniqgue and feel ownable only to them,” says
Wieden + Kennedy creative director Nik Reed.

A curated playhs! created by Jesse Nyberg to helpme leel somélhing stfange and ethereal at times when | can barely leel ot all
Created on spotity based around bandsike Cocteau Twins lor Ihe most part in summer of 2023 still a constant WIP though

Jesse Nyberg 02

By blending illustrative, imperfect elements with minimal
layouts, these visuals create a sense of approachability and
craft. This stripped-back style challenges the hyper-polished
norms of traditional design, standing out for its organic feel.

Dani Hunt 03

Kuvvat Ashyrov 01


https://www.instagram.com/thekuvvat/
https://jessenyberg.design/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DClN4PGTBfT/

PHOTOGRAPHY
CUT AND GLUE IN DESIGN DESIGN TRENDS
TREND REPORT

Cut and Glue

Forget Al—the future of design is messy,
personal, and human.

In an era of automation, these analog processes help
creatives distinguish their work as human and authentic. “It's
great to see gravitation toward more tactile projects,” says
Brighton-based graphic designer Dan George Hill. “It brings
such a unique contrast to our increasingly digital world.”

By physically assembling and reassembling printed materials, Victoria Stefania 02

designers introduce imperfections that make the work feel
personal and unique.

Max Hofert 01 Joe Diver 03


https://www.instagram.com/max.hofert.design
https://www.instagram.com/itsvictoriastefania/
https://www.instagram.com/joediver.co/

SERIFS ARE KING

Serifs Are King

Serifs are back on top, and honestly,
they deserve it.

Designers are turning to serifs to counteract the overly digital
aesthetic of modern typography. “It feels like a fusion of pre-
tech and modern design, digital and physical, leaving a more
lasting impression,” says UK-based graphic designer and
content creator Robert McCombe.

Serifs convey sophistication, heritage, and a sense of
timelessness that resonates across industries. Everyone is
trying to make their designs feel less like they were spat out of
a computer, and serifs are a go-to for adding some old-school
sophistication.

A great example of typography’s ability to spark something
can be seen with NYC-based agency &Walsh’s Type of
Feeling: an exciting foundry featuring a unique collection of
fonts, each built around its own sentiment and mood.

YELLOW LEMON - TYPEFACE

Jazlyn Fung

PHOTOGRAPHY
IN DESIGN
TREND REPORT

@Jazheiman

01

&Walsh - Type of Feeling

DESIGN TRENDS

02

Jesse Nyberg

03


https://www.instagram.com/jazheiman/
https://www.stills.com/articles/case-study-walsh-on-utilizing-fonts-with-feeling/
https://jessenyberg.design/
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Trends come and go, but providing a genuine connection is Stills exists to help you foster that connection. With curated, Discover the new standard in photo licensing with Al-powered

[ |
I I I ag e IS timeless. That connection is your ultimate competitive authentic, and pre-cleared imagery you won'’t find anywhere search tools, advanced filters specifically for designers, and
advantage, and nailing that first impression is crucial. You else, Stills empowers you to maximize your budget and exclusive photo collections curated to connect with audiences.

n
Eve ryt h I n g cannot compromise on the critical piece that sparks that streamline your workflow with photos that capture and keep Remember: they’ll see it before they read it, so use images
connection: the imagery. your audience’s attention. they’ll never forget, only with Stills.
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