FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER

An affordable option in College Park
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Aflter Melinda Sanner
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama in
2011, she moved back to
her parents’ home in Mor-
row to save money for a
home. Sanner, who works
for Koch Business Solu-
tions in downtown Atlan-
ta, found a house with a
yard for her dog, Isabelle,
in an unexpected loca-
tion.

Sanner, 25, chatted
about the College Park
foreclosure she ht,
and how she and her fian-
ce, Christopher Griffin,
have taken on DIY proj-
ects.
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Q: How did you decide
to look in College Park?
A: My dad actually grew
up in College Park and
he wanted me to check

it out. I looked at Mid-
town and a few other ar-
eas. | wound up coming
to College Park. The pric-
es were amazing. | could
actually afford a house
here. Though it would be
great to be in Midtown,
it’s worked out gg:'fcctly
here. It's only about a 15-
to 20-minute drive in. My
flance works in Newnan.
it's only a 20- to 25-min-

Q: What was vour bud-
17
slwas s far
$160,000 initially. But
I really wanted to stay
even below that just to
make sure | wasn't max-
ing myself out. I ended
I.l]:l finding this house for
S14.0,000.
Q: Did you look at a
lot of homes in College
Park?
A: The house I'm in now
is actually the first one,

ute drive for him.

It's an older house, but
it’s got a lot of charac-

ter. It’s got hardwoods
throughout. It's got a lot
of the old vents and thingj

Q: As a foreclosure,
what was the home's
condition?

A: The water wasn't on
when 1 viewed the house.
The electricity wasn't on.
I really wasn't sure what
shape the different sys-
tems were in, [ got my
own electrician, my own
plumber. (The bank) did
fix the air conditioner.
Q: Now that you have
moved in, what's a fea-
ture you love?

A: It came with a fenced-
in backyard. I have start-
ed a garden. It's some-
thing I didn't think | want-
ed, but now I love it.

that really show its age.
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A: It came with a fenced-
in backyard. | have start-
ed a garden. It's some-
thing I didn't think I want-
ed, but now | love it.

Q: What changes have
vou made?

A: The kitchen actually
has the washer and dry-
er hookup. We wound

up turning the pantry in-
to a little laundr{‘ room.
We painted and hung a
chandelier. We got front
load washer and dryer off
Craigslist for $350. It was
something that was kind
of an eyesore in the begin-
ning, but we've made it
work. We redid the back
deck. We were able to use
a lot of the boards that
were there and just re-
place three or four. We
painted it and reinforced
some of the wood. We
made a couple of bench-
es.

Q: What did you learn
about homebuying?
A:llearned thatitisa
lengthy process, | had

to go dig around and

find tax returns and em-
ployment letters. Once

I found a house and the

process kicked up, it took
a good two weeks be-
fore the bank would say,
“Now you're really ap-
roved and you can buy a

use.
Q: What’s it like to have
purchased in College
Park?

A: It's weird how it
worked out. I have pur-
chased a house where
(my dad) grew up and
he's got good memorles
here. When | moved here,
I didn't think there would
be other young people.
I'll see people jogging and
walking their dogs. It's
definitely been a blessing.

ATA GLANCE

Melinda Sanner's home, bulit
In 1549, has three bedrooms,
twobaths and about 1,275
square feet. She purchased
It In May, assisted by Joseaph
Starr and Jacob Dearoiph
with Deloach Reaity,
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The couple's home has a fenced-In yard for thelr dog, Isabelle,

[The Reynolds Group

] [www.lhereyno]dsgroupinc .com]|




