
North American Fastpitch Association 
Midwest Nationals Comes Back to Rockford Region
Tournament set to bring in $706,849 to Rockford Region

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 9, 2024

What:	The Rockford Area Convention & Visitors Bureau and Rockford Park District are pleased to welcome back The North American Fastpitch Association (NAFA) for the 2024 Midwest NAFA Nationals on Wednesday, July 10 – Sunday, July 12 at Sportscore One, Harlem Community Center and the Janesville Youth Sports Complex. Over 1800 players, coaches and spectators will travel to the region for the softball tournament. Approximately 120 teams made up of female players ranging in age from 8U to 18U will compete. Rockford has hosted this tournament for over 15 years.  The tournament has continued to grow every year and is estimated to generate $706,849 in economic impact.  

When:	Wednesday July 10 - Sunday 14 
	A skills competition for all ages will be held at Harlem Community Center on Wednesday from 1-3 p.m. Post competition, there will be the Parade of Players from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Games are starting Thursday at 9:20 a.m. at all locations and will be held on Friday and Saturday. Sunday’s games will be the championship bracket games. A full schedule is available at www.nafasoftball.com/midwestnationals 
	
Where:	Harlem Community Center
900 Roosevelt Rd, Machesney Park, IL 61115 (Wednesday, Parade of Players)
Mercyhealth Sportscore One
1288 Elmwood Road, Rockford, Illinois (Games starting on Thursday)

“The Rockford Region is thrilled to host this year's 2024 Midwest NAFA Nationals which will bring together some of the most talented athletes from across the region,” said Lindsay Arellano, Rockford Area Convention & Visitors Bureau Vice President of Sales & Service. “This event not only showcases the skill and dedication of these incredible players but also fosters a sense of community and sportsmanship that defines the spirit of softball. We look forward to an exciting and competitive tournament and wish all the teams the best of luck.”

“We are excited to welcome these athletes to the facility and provide an outstanding experience,” said Louis Mateus, General Manager of Mercyhealth Sportscore Complexes. “We have been a host location for many years and have created an atmosphere where players, coaches, and spectators can come together to enjoy the game they love, build lasting memories, and have a blast.”
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Why: 	NAFA is an international organization that helps all levels of fastpitch teams. The organization’s mission has always been to provide a set of rules to help the game and promote the sport. More information can be found at www.nafasoftball.com   

Contact:     	         Stephanie Anderson, tournament support: 815.978.3838 
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About RACVB: RACVB is responsible for promoting the Rockford region as an attractive travel destination and enhancing its public image as a dynamic place to live and work. Through the impact of travel, RACVB strengthens the economic position of the region and provides opportunities for people in our communities. www.gorockford.com 

###

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kara Davis, RACVB Senior Sales Manager: 815.963.8111 or kdavis@gorockford.com 
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Adding wealth to the region’s economy by growing tourism.




