
APPRENTICESHIPS IN NUMBERS
Apprenticeships are a growing career path in England, and the tide is finally turning as young people across  
the country begin to realise that university may not always be the best route to gaining qualifications  
following school. The last 20 years has seen the annual 
number of people entering apprenticeships  
swell from under 100,000 to more than  
half a million – the ambitious targets 
set by the government and 
the introduction of the 
Apprenticeship Levy will 
likely only continue  
this trend

APPRENTICESHIP STARTS IN ENGLAND
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Substantial changes were made in 
2002-03, including the removal of 
the upper age limit of 25 and the 

introduction of young apprenticeships 
for 14 to 16 year olds

2.4m
apprenticeships were 

started between 2010-11 
and 2014-15

509.4k 
apprenticeships were started 
in 2015-16, 9,500 more than 

the previous year

YEAR

Leisure, travel  
and tourism

Education  
and training

14,860 8,300

APPRENTICESHIP STARTS IN ENGLAND
BY SECTOR

Business, administration  
and law

Health, public services  
and care

143,190 132,440
Retail and  

commercial enterprise

84,680

Engineering and  
manufacturing technologies

78,480

Construction,  
planning and the  
built environment

Information and 
communication 

technology

21,460 16,020

Agriculture, horticulture 
and animal care

Arts, media  
and publishing

8,190 1,250
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