
Prostate cancer is the most common 
cancer type among men across much 
of the Western world, though lung 
cancer – prevalent across Eastern 
Europe and Asia – is the leading 
cause of death worldwideto region, 
especially among low and middle-
income countries

Breast cancer is most common among 
women across the world, while cervical 
cancer is prevalent in southern Africa; 
China stands out as the only nation 
where lung, bronchus and trachea 
cancers top the list as most common

MOST COMMON CANCERS WORLDWIDE BY GENDER

BY NUMBER OF CANCER CASES, BASED ON MOST RECENT RESEARCH 
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INCIDENCE AND MORTALITY RATES OF CANCER
AGE-STANDARDISED RATES PER 100,000, BASED ON MOST RECENT RESEARCH 

A	 Lung
B	 Prostate
C	 Colorectum
D	 Stomach
E	 Liver
F	 Oesophagus
G	 Bladder
H	� Non-Hodgkin lymphoma
I	 Kidney
J	 Leukaemia
K	 Lip, oral cavity
L	 Pancreas
M	 Larynx
N	� Brain, nervous system
O	 �Melanoma  
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MOST COMMON 
CANCERS WORLDWIDE
Mapping out the most prevalent types of cancer worldwide shows two distinct patterns: cancers of the 
prostate and lung are the most common among men across much of the globe, while breast cancer is most 
prevalent among women. However, there are surprising differences from region to region, especially among 
low and middle-income countries
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8.8m
people died from  
cancer in 2015

2nd
leading cause  
of death globally

1/6
of all deaths are 
attributable to cancer

70%
of deaths from cancer 
occur in low and 
middle-income countries


