
CANCER R&D Six types of cancer pull in nearly two thirds of all cancer research 
spending. And yet the biggest beneficiaries aren't always the most 
common or most deadly. This infographic explores where the cash 
is being directed and the variations in funding for different diseases

Most common causes of cancer deaths and funding
Deaths in 2016 and 2016-17 funding for cancer-specific research
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LEUKAEMIA
The number of deaths from leukaemia is relatively low when 
compared with more common cancers, but the disease receives 
the second highest amount of funding of any cancer with £35 
million spent in 2016-17. Just 12 per cent of leukaemia cases are 
classed as preventable, while incidence rates have risen by 18 
per cent since the early-1990s.

LUNG CANCER
The leading cause of cancer mortality in the UK, lung cancer 
was responsible for more than a fifth of cancer deaths in 2016, 
but does not receive a commensurate share of funding. The 
data is stark: ten-year survival rates stand at just 5 per cent, 
compared with 57 per cent for bowel cancer and 78 per cent for 
breast cancer – the two biggest recipients of funding.Misguided 
prejudice – that "smokers only have themselves to blame" – has 
historically been linked to the dearth in funding for lung cancer, 
along with the fact that many sufferers are simply diagnosed 
too late for surgery, leading to a lack of biopsies available for 
examination. 

Spending on all disease-specific cancer research (£m)
Spending across top six areas of investment (top recipients in 2016-17) 
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Figures were based on research funding provided by government and charity partners of the National Cancer Research Institute; all partners each spend at least £1 million each year on cancer research in the UK

64%
of all disease-specific cancer 
research spending is attributed 
to six types of cancer: breast, 
leukaemia, lung, colon/rectal, 
prostate and pancreatic
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