China imports and recycles almost half the world's exported plastic waste,
but the global reliance on the Asian powerhouse will soon come to an end

PLASTIC PATHWAYS
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Exporting unwanted recyclables to China %
will be a thing of the past come 2017, when %
the government'’s ban on imported scrap
paper and plastics - 24 types of waste, in
fact - kicks in. &
While the measure is a positive step for M N
Beijing's environmental policy through -
the reduction of leaked hazardous waste :
from recycling plants, the impact on the ' C
country’'s and global recycling industries will ': o
be profound. In plastic waste alone, China 5 o
imported and treated $3.7 billion-worth of . 0
material in 2016, according to the International .
Trade Centre and Comtrade. P
Countries that rely heavily on shipping WAPSE)E(?T%R(IETI‘?AOF PLASTIC o
their plastic waste eastwards, such as o |
Germany and the United States, are C@f As thI.S infographic shovvs, a quorter of qll ...
now scrambling for alternative markets ony plQSt.'C_ vvc?ste travelling to mainland China s
to process their rubbish or deal with the SKL;T;S'chghcggjlig:gﬂ‘ylﬁfﬁggg
m_?;erfsl dsmez‘lulcoll?/. ‘o struggle with its own waste problem. The .
© . ~Pase hSt'tUte © .crop autonomous region serves as an alternative .-'
Recycling Industr‘|es (ISRI) quickly entry point into China, acting as a sort of _.‘
responded to China’s July announcement "waste trader” for mainland processors. o
to the World Trade Organization, claiming ,-'
jche ban would have a "dgvostoting ..‘ Ge(\’“o N
impact” on the sector. With more than J o
155,000 American jobs directly supported 9Pan 229 . PSS ’
by recycling export activities, ISRI said the _.° e seee” i
consequences would be “catastrophic”. .‘...--"'
Although not a complete surprise, since 0 oo’
China’s Green Fence campaign to curb .'.
scrap imports in 2013, the proposal will 0
shake up billions of dollars in trade and .
could hint at further moves by Beijing to cut M Belgi
down on other categories of waste imports SISl
in the future.
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China 7.35 48% 4,749 Hong Kong 282 19% 0
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Malaysia 0.29 2% 8,858 Belgium O0.44 3% 4,731 :
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Turkey 0.16 1% 2,056 South Korea 0.21 1% 1,692
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