THROWAWAY

CULYURE

We throw a staggering volume of clothes to landfill every year, and the
effect that the rise of single-use fashion is having on our environment
is shocking. As the average number of wears for each garment
continues to fall, more must be done to tackle the problem

£2.7bn 50.3m

spending by UK consumers in 2019 on outfits will only be worn once
fashion that will only be worn once

Barnado’s/Censuswide 2019

REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS COULD STEM THE TIDE OF SINGLE-USE

Percentage of UK consumers who feel confident doing the following
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WRAP 2017

MATERIAL FLOWS FOR CLOTHING

Global estimates for material flows in 2015
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' Recycling of clothing into the same or similar quality applications

2 Recycling of clothing into other, lower-value applications such as insulation material,
wiping cloths, or mattress stuffing

3 Includes factory offcuts and overstock liquidation

4 Plastic microfibres shed through the washing of all textiles released into the ocean
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Closed loop recycling'
Circular Fibres Initiative/Ellen MacArthur Foundation 2017

REASONS WHY PEOPLE GET RID OF THEIR CLOTHES CLOTHING CONSUMPTION IN THE UK

£140m

worth of clothing goes to landfill in the
UK each year

£30bn

estimated value of all unused clothing
across the country

2.2yrs

average lifetime for a garment of
clothing in the UK

WRAP 2019

Reasons for disposal, donation or sale in the UK Consumption of new clothing per capita in selected countries

WRAP 2016

Didn’t fit anymore ; / UK 26.7kg ‘
42% Germany . 16.7kg ‘

Didn’t like anymore
Denmark . 16kg ‘

Damaged, stained, lost

shape or worn out
*19% Italy . 14.5kg ‘
7% . Didn’t need anymore Netherlands . 14kg ‘

o / Other

/6/: i Sweden : 12.6kg ‘

ECAP 2018
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