The law should theoretically apply equally to all, rulers and ruled alike. World Justice Project’s annual Rule of Law Index ranks 113 nations’ adherence to
eight dimensions of the rule of law, measuring factors such as levels of corruption and regulatory enforcement of government powers and fundamental
rights. All countries are given an overall score on a scale of zero to one. The research, published last October, surveyed the general public, and national
practitioners and academics, with expertise in civil and commercial law, criminal justice, labour law and public health.
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VENEZUELA

Venezuela's rule of law is ranked as the
weakest across the 113 nations in the
survey. With judges often fearing prison
for unpopular decisions and the maijority
of human rights complaints not making
it to trial, the deficiencies of the judicial
system have resulted in a climate of
insecurity and impunity, which many
claim threatens democracy and violates
basic human rights.

CHINA

The Communist Party has openly declared its drive to
improve the rule of law, though critics say a large gap

still exists between ideals and reality. China may have
ranked highly in terms of order and security, but well below
average on the other seven factors, with a particularly

low score for fundamental rights. The alleged ongoing
detention and torture of lawyers and government critics
only substantiate that score.

The UK ranked tenth in

the Rules of Law Index,

but its weakest score

was for civil justice,

which assesses whether
civil justice systems are
accessible and affordable,
free of discrimination and
corruption. However, the UK
ranked above average for
constraints on government
powers, which measures SINGAPORE
the extent to which those

who govern are bound by » ‘ Singapore, the only Asian nation in the
law. top ten overall, ranked first globally in

terms of order and security, buffeted
by relatively low levels of crime and civil
conflict.

NEW ZEALAND

Eighth in the globall
rankings, New Zealand's
overall score was shored
up by an absence of
corruption and limits on
government powers by
the legislature, judiciary
and independent
auditing.
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