B L 1 Sadlyitis atruism that gender inequality is still rife
\ across the movie business. The number of female
\ leads in film and TV has risen over the past decade,
— — but the proportion of total characters that are women

has barely changed, and things are little better behind
LITTLE PROGRESS FOR FEMALE REPRESENTATION

the scenes. When female-led movies are proven to
make more money than those that are not, it begs the
guestion, will the status quo ever change¢

Study of the top 100 fictional films at the US box office for each year

2007 2008 2009 2010 201 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
ARl 30 — 33 —— 33 —— 3 —— 3 —— 28 —— 29 — 28 — 3 — 32 —— 32 —— 33
characters
| | | | | | | | | | | |
Female leads/co-

20 — 27 — 27 — 3 —r— 23 — 24 — 28 — 21 — 32 —— 3 —— 32 —— 40

leads
| | | | | | | | | | |
Action/adventure

20 22 —— 922 ——— 24 ——— 25 ——— 23 —— 24 — — 22 —— 26 ——— 23 —— 25 ——— 29
characters, female
Animation characters,

1 — 27 — 31 — 3 — 24 — 28 — 25 — 25 — 27 — 3N — 3un — 3
female

| | | | | | | | | | | |
Comedy characters,

56 = 42 — 39 — 36 — 37 — 36 _ 37 — 32 — 3] — 11 Sm— 43 Sm— 38

female
| | | | | | | | | | |
Films with gender-

12 15 17 4 12 6 16 9 18 1 19 9
balanced casts* ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Characters aged 40 and

22 — 27 — 24 — 22 —F 22 —F 1 — 22 — 21 — 25 — 26 — 25 — 25
older who are female
Female characters

27 —— 26 —— 26 ——— 34 —— 36 - 32 — 3 — 28 — 30 —F 26 — 28 — 29
in sexy attire”

\ \ : : \ | | |
Female directors 3 9 4 3 4 5 8 5 8 5
0 2 2 2 1 y y 1 1 2 1
Female composers 3
*A gender-balanced movie is defined as having a cast that is 45 to 54.9 per cent female “Female characters who were depicted in sexually revealing clothing USC Annenberg Inclusion Initiative 2019

FEMALE REPRESENTATION BY FILM STUDIO

Film distribution companies behind the top 100 fictional films at the US box office for each year between 2007 and 2018; percentage of films distributed with a female lead or co-lead

Universal Pictures . 32%
Walt Disney Studios . 32%
Lionsgate . 32%
Sony Pictures . 31%
Warner Bros Pictures . 24%
20th Century Fox . 23%
Paramount Pictures . 21%
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THE FINANCIAL CASE FOR MORE WOMEN IN FILM

Number of characters from the 100 fictional films at the US box office for each year, where their sexuality was depicted
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LGBT REPRESENTATION AMONG 4,387 BEHIND-THE-SCENES TV REPRESENTATION
SPEAKING CHARACTERS

Female representation by role on US broadcast network programmes

Number of characters from the top 100 fictional films at the US box office for each year,
where their sexuality was depicted
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