
It took hundreds of thousands of years for the global population to surpass one billion, but only a further 200 for it to top seven billion. Along 
with a sevenfold increase in Earth’s inhabitants comes a multitude of challenges for the environment, natural resources and ultimately society. 
What is certain is the need for greater awareness and understanding of these challenges to enable better governance and a smarter world.

3,130
mMT

4,053
mMT

4,596
mMT

5,301
mMT

5,417
mMT

6,096
mMT

6,344
mMT

6,727
mMT

8,025
mMT

9,137
mMT

Carbon 
emissions 
from fossil 
fuels (million 
metric tonnes)

9.4M

7.35BN

3.02
BN

62BN

6.58
BN

   Life expectancy

71.5

52.5

      Air transport (number of carrier departures)

205
BN

1,038
BN

   Maize grown (billion tonnes)

0.78
ºC

67.7
MM

299
mMT200

mMT
100

mMT50
mMT

23.7

56.6

 Population density 

(people per square km of land)

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

32.9M

   Chickens slaughtered (billions)

   Human population (billions)

Sea level (mm, 1990=0)

0.78ºC temperature rise

112mm sea level rise

-44.3
MM

  
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

   Global average temperature ‘anomaly’ (ºC difference fro
m lo

ng-te
rm

 av
erage)

0ºC

World plastic 
production (million 
metric tonnes)

NASA/Oak Ridge National Laboratory/Earth Policy Institute/Food and Agriculture Organization/United Nations/ICAO/PlasticsEurope/Consultic

IMPACT OF POPULATION ON PLANET


