
FERTILITY TRANSITION
The average number of children a woman has over her lifetime has almost halved since 1950, despite the annual  
number of births continuing to rise worldwide. However, there still remains a large disparity in average fertility  
rates in different parts of the world, ranging from just one in Cyprus to seven in Niger
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GLOBAL FERTILITY RATE BY MATERNAL AGE GROUP
Average number of births expected per woman in each age group

NUMBER OF LIVE BIRTHS BY REGION
Annual number of births

139m
babies were born in 2017 alone, 
compared with 93 million in 1950

Global Burden of Disease 2018

*Figures too small to visualise on chart

FERTILITY RATES BY REGION
Number of live births per woman in 2017

COUNTRIES WITH  
HIGHEST BIRTH RATES 
2017 data for the top five countries

COUNTRIES WITH  
LOWEST BIRTH RATES 
2017 data for the top five countries
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01. Niger

7.1

57

06. Cyprus

1

4

07. Taiwan

1

4

08. South Korea

1.2

2

09. Andorra

1.2

3.7

10. Thailand

1.2

9

02. Chad

6.7

81

03. Somalia

6.1

69

04. Mali

6

52

05. Afghanistan

5.9

66

0104

2.4
average number of  
live births expected  

per woman per lifetime  
in 2017, down from  

4.7 in 1950
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