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WELCOME TO A.C.T.

Hi Friends,

Thank you for being part of our 20/21/22 season. After several months of reinventing what 

we do and making the most realistic estimates possible for when we can be back in the 

theater, we found a creative and exciting solution to be able to produce theater for you to 

enjoy—at first from the comfort of your home and then in person when it is safe to gather.

We’re creating and curating a range of virtual performances for you to enjoy during 

the 20/21 half of our season, with live performances delivered online, conversations 

with theater icons, and on-demand options that you can watch at your convenience. In 

December, we’re bringing you a thrilling radio play adaptation of our classic A Christmas 

Carol. Next up is A.C.T. Out Loud, a curated series of great plays that have stood the 

test of time, remaining relevant, provocative and funny. Then we’re presenting a filmed 

version of Animal Wisdom, Heather Christian’s riveting concert-mass-séance. 

As part of our commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion, we are in the process 

of building a meaningful, continual relationship with the local Indigenous theater 

community. As part of this we begin by honoring the lands upon which we do our work. 

We would be proud to offer deep gratitude to the tribal band of Ramaytush Ohlone 

peoples and their lands that cover Northern California and down the Pacific coastline. 

Prior to the arrival of the Spanish in the 1700s, the Ramaytush Ohlone numbered 

approximately 1500 persons, and made their life on the sacred lands. Only a few families 

survived and still remain. Those descendants make up the membership of the Association 

of Ramaytush Ohlone (ARO) today. We honor the Ohlone as a people, their resilience, 

and all they have done and continue to do in maintaining sacred and ancestral lands, 

ceremony, and communities to this day.

We miss being with you at the theater and can’t wait to see you again. 

Stay safe,

Pam MacKinnon 
Artistic Director

Jennifer Bielstein
Executive Director

To learn more about our 20/21/22 season, visit our website.

https://www.act-sf.org/home/box_office/202122_season.html
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Jack Horton

Andy Donald

Beryl Baker

PRODUCING TEAM
Production Manager

Associate Artistic Director

Video Content Producer

Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson; Frannie Fleishhacker; Priscilla and Keith Geeslin; James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen-

Hormel; Kenneth and Gisele Miller; Barbara Ravizza and John S. Osterweis; Toni Rembe and Arthur Rock; Robina Riccitiello; 

Jeff and Laurie Ubben; Jay Yamada; Kay Yun and Andre Neumann-Loreck

SEASON PRESENTERS

Mrs. Barbara Bakar; Lesley Ann Clement and Karl Lukaszewicz; Ray and Dagmar Dolby Family Fund; Kevin and Celeste 

Ford; Kirke and Nancy Sawyer Hasson; Fred M. Levin in honor of Nancy Livingston, The Shenson Foundation; The Marymor 

Family Fund; Burt and Deedee McMurtry; David and Carla Riemer; Patti and Rusty Rueff; Abby and Gene Schnair; Nola Yee

COMPANY SPONSORS

Annette Bening is a celebrated actor across the stage and screen. She will next 

star in Death on the Nile, directed by and starring Kenneth Branagh. Past film credits 

include The Report, Captain Marvel, 20th Century Women, The Kids Are Alright, 

American Beauty, The American President, and The Grifters, among others. Bening 

was last seen on stage in Gregory Mosher’s Broadway revival of Arthur Miller’s All 

My Sons alongside Tracy Letts, for which she earned a Tony Award nomination. Past 

theater credits include Have a Nice Day, King Lear, Ruth Draper Monologues, The 

Cherry Orchard, Talking Heads, Hedda Gabler, and Medea. Bening received a Tony 

Award nomination and won the Clarence Derwent Award for Outstanding Debut 

Performance of the Season for her role in Coastal Disturbances.  

Pam MacKinnon is in her third season as A.C.T.’s fourth artistic director. She is a 

Tony, Drama Desk, and Obie award–winning director, having directed upwards of 

75 productions around the country, off Broadway, and on Broadway. Her Broadway 

credits include Beau Willimon’s The Parisian Woman (with Uma Thurman), David 

Mamet’s China Doll (with Al Pacino), Wendy Wasserstein’s The Heidi Chronicles 

(with Elisabeth Moss), Edward Albee’s A Delicate Balance (with Glenn Close and 

John Lithgow), Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and Bruce Norris’s 

Clybourne Park. Her most recent credits include world premieres of Bruce Norris’s 

Downstate, Lydia R. Diamond’s Toni Stone, Kate Attwell’s Testmatch, and Edward 

Albee’s Seascape. She grew up in Toronto, Canada, and Buffalo, New York, and 

majored in economics and political science at the University of Toronto. (she/her)
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ABOUT A.C.T.  
American Conservatory Theater is an essential gathering place that brings artists and communities together to inspire 
and provoke. Our mission is to engage the spirit of the San Francisco Bay Area, activate stories that resonate, promote 
a diversity of voices and points of view, and empower theater makers and audiences to celebrate liveness. We value 
inclusion, transformational learning, participation, and rigorous fun.

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Jennifer Bielstein
Ralph A. Clark
Jill Cowan Davis
Patrick Devlin
Jerome L. Dodson
Olympia Dukakis
Jesse Lee Eller
Linda Jo Fitz
Frannie Fleishhacker
Ken Fulk

Jo S. Hurley
David L. Jones
Jascha Kaykas-Wolff
James H. Levy
Heather Stallings Little
Pam MacKinnon
Rodman Marymor
Katherine McGee
Michele Miller
Jeffrey S. Minick

Gerine Ongkeko
Toni Rembe
Michael Richter
Abby Sadin Schnair
Lori Halverson Schryer
Patrick S. Thompson
Joaquin Torres
Jeffrey W. Ubben
Jay Yamada
Nola Yee

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER MFA BOARD
Patrick S. Thompson, Chair

Norman Abramson
Carlotta Dathe
Frannie Fleishhacker
Dianne Hoge

Christopher Hollenbeck
Luba Kipnis
Linda Kurtz
Jennifer Lindsay
Toni Ratner Miller
Mary Ann Munro

Joseph Ratner
Toni Rembe
Abby Sadin Schnair
Lori Halverson Schryer
Anne Shonk
Melissa Smith

David Riemer, Chair
Kay Yun, President
Kirke M. Hasson, Immediate Past Chair
Celeste Ford, Vice Chair

Priscilla Geeslin, Vice Chair
Robina Riccitiello, Vice Chair
Rusty Rueff, Vice Chair
Steven L. Swig, Vice Chair

Patti Hart, Treasurer
Adriana López Vermut, Secretary

Nancy Livingston Levin, 
Chair Emerita, in memoriam

EMERITUS ADVISORY BOARD
Barbara Bass Bakar
Rena Bransten
Jack Cortis
Joan Danforth
Dagmar Dolby
William Draper III

John Goldman
Kaatri Grigg
James Haire
Kent Harvey
Sue Yung Li
Christine Mattison

Joan McGrath
Deedee McMurtry
Mary S. Metz
Cherie Sorokin
Barry Lawson Williams
Carlie Wilmans

ABOUT THE CONSERVATORY 
A.C.T.’s Conservatory training programs prepare actors of all ages and experience levels to explore their craft  
and grow as artists. Our Young Conservatory helps young artists ages 8–19 gain the confidence and skills to succeed 
both on and offstage, while Studio A.C.T. helps adults expand their creativity through part-time, professional caliber 
theater classes. A.C.T.’s academic programs—the Master of Fine Arts Program, Summer Training Congress, and 
San Francisco Semester—provide comprehensive training for aspiring and professional actors seeking a lifelong 
investment and career in the theater. Change your life and change the world with A.C.T.’s Conservatory.

PHOTO NOTICE
The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production, or distributing
recordings on any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited.
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SPECIAL THANKS

Bruce and Betty Alberts
Ms. Dolores Ali
Rebecca and David Ayer
Mr. David N. Barnard
Ms. Teveia Rose Barnes and Mr. Alan Sankin
Ms. Susan Beech
Holland Bender
Carole Bennett
Mr. Andrew Bezella
Mr. John Bliss
Christine Bolt
Carol M. Bowen and Christopher R. Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Bowman
Jeff Brody
Mr. Larry E. Brown
Careful Clean
Florence Cepeda and Earl Frick
Mr. Robert J. Chapman
Dr. Michael V. Collins
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Comport
Bart Connally
Ms. Karen Crandall
Charles Cushner
Michael De Rosa
Julie Eastman
Alicia English
Susan Eschweiler
Toni Eslick
Fredrick Evans
Concepción and Irwin Federman
Connie J. Finster
Dan and Barbara Freeman
Susan and Alan P. Fritz
Mr. Steven Frus 
Marianne Gagen
Mr. Stephen Geisheker
Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Giest
Keith Goldstein
Carol A. Goodman and Mr. Anthony Gene
Ms. Gail Ann Greely
Ms. Janet Greene

Ms. Gladys Guenther
Ms. Marlyne L. Hadley
Mr. David C. Hale
The Milledge and Patti Hart Family
Kirke and Nancy Sawyer Hasson
Thomas Hubbard
Ross Johnson
David Jones
Robert and Laurel Jones
Georgene Keeler
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Kent
Lisa Key
Michael Kim
Ms. JoAnn Knecht
Stewart Kramer
Laura Leibowitz
Jennifer S. Lindsay 
Heather and John Stallings Little
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Luehrmann
Cheryl and Laurence Lyons
Allan Mann and Seiji Morikawa
Sue May
Jenna McGraw
Mr. Stephen Merlo
Charles P. Miller
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Minick
Ellen Moore
Mr. Ronald Morrison
Peter and Elise Navin
Rich Rava and Elisa Neipp
Ms. MaryAnn Nickel
Stephen and Julia Nocita
Susan O’Doherty
Mrs. Margaret O’Drain
Gerine Ongkeko and Jorge Del Calvo
Terry and Jan Opdendyk
Janet and Clyde Ostler
Mr. James O’Toole
Ms. Maryann Pacula
Barbara Paschke and David Volpendesta
Mr. David J. Pasta

If you are interested in joining this new multi-year giving circle or would like to learn more, please contact 
Donor Relations and Membership Manager Hillary Bray at hbray@act-sf.org. 

*A.C.T.’s Bravo Circle as of November 13, 2020

Elsa and Neil Pering
DiAnn Perko
Ms. Margaret Poggio
Mr. Amr Razzak
Jeff and Karen Richardson
Peter and Carla Riechers
David and Carla Riemer
John and Kyoko Robinson
Ms. Bianca Rosario
Fred Rosenblum
Charles Roslof
Dr. David Rovno
Ms. Tobi Rubin
Patti and Rusty Rueff
Laura Jo Ruffin
Frances Q. Schaeffer
George and Paula Schlesinger
Ms. Karen A. Scott
Ms. Linda Scourtis
Anne and Michelle Shonk
Joseph Sieger and Stuart Dick
Lisa Silveria
Virginia Smith
Cecillia Storr and Mark Chaitkin
The Streets Family
Mr. M. H. Suelzle
Scott Sutherland
Ms. Joan Suzio
Mr. John E. Sweeney and Ms. Lana Basso
Yankin Tanurhan
Scot Terry
Dale Underwood and Kirsti Aho
John R. Upton Jr. and Janet Sassoon-Upton
Sharon Vosmek
Katherine and Adrian Wadley
Ms. Margaret Warton and Mr. Steve Benting
Drs. Irving and Ann Weissman
Ms. Kathryn Wheble
Beverly and Loring Wyllie
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin B. Zwerin

TO A.C.T.’S BRAVO CIRCLE MEMBERS!
A.C.T. gratefully acknowledges the following list of Bravo Circle supporters who have pledged their commitment to 
the organization for the next two years. Their philanthropic generosity and investment in A.C.T.’s future through 
multi-year giving has played an invaluable role in ensuring the theater’s strong rebound from these unprecedented 
times, helping make productions like this one possible. Thank you, truly!
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While our theaters are dark, we’ve created exciting free and ticketed virtual programming and 
events that give you an up-close look at the inner workings of theater and an opportunity to 
interact with artists and other theatergoers, expand your imagination in new ways, and help build 
a better world through theater.

In this book club for plays, Director of 
Dramaturgy and New Work Joy Meads hosts 
a lively conversation about an irresistibly rich 
dramatic text. After reading the same play, 
the group will gather on Zoom to dig into its 
juicy layers of meaning. Each play comes with 
a suggestion for dinner from a local restaurant 
and/or a drink recipe from a local mixologist, 
and we will partner with small publishers, local 
booksellers, and individual playwrights to make 
scripts available.

A monthly series of freewheeling conversations 
between A.C.T’s Artistic Director Pam 
MacKinnon, eminent theater artists, and 
thought leaders on where they are in the 
present moment. Tune in to learn what is top 
of mind for some of the nation’s most curious 
and creative thinkers as they discuss and argue 
about theater and the world around them. How 
did we get here? What possibilities do they see 
ahead? How do they imagine change?

Fun interactive theater games for all ages 
from A.C.T.’s Manager of Community Programs 
Stephanie Wilborn. Take 10 minutes to let you 
imagination soar and laugh with friends and 
family. Tune in for a new game every week with 
different hosts.

Artists provide commentary—their takes—on a 
specific scene from a recent A.C.T. production. 
Get a feel for the different points of view and 
the choices that go into bringing a script to life.

at home!

https://www.act-sf.org/home/box_office/interact_at_home.html
https://www.act-sf.org/home/box_office/interact_at_home.html
https://soundcloud.com/actsanfrancisco
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIUuw3l8PyhVjQ3OxeaxXVd8wSX49wN4Y
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIUuw3l8PyhUvt8Hbw0Tvwx4BgB_0qrwj



