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WELCOME TO A.C.T.

Welcome Friends,

A.C.T. exists to bring artists and communities together to inspire and provoke joy, connection, reflection, 

curiosity, and so much more. Having you here with the talented Ken Ruta does just that! Thank you for 

joining us.

Ken is an original company member of A.C.T., appearing in founder William Ball’s productions at the Geary 

in 1967. This was when A.C.T. was a repertory company, and Ken would act in multiple shows concurrently 

throughout the season. On our stages, he has been in everything from Tartuffe to The Elephant Man to A 

Christmas Carol. In the words of A.C.T. Director of Dramaturgy and New Works Joy Meads, a Bay Area native, 

“If you saw that Ken Ruta was in the cast, you knew it was going to be good.”

Ken was also a dedicated teacher in our conservatory, and has been in over 70 productions around the 

world. He has worked with some of the most prestigious and venerated theaters in the country, and 

appeared in numerous Broadway productions. He was last seen at the Geary as Jacob Marley in 2019’s Carol. 

We are delighted that he is joining us in the digital realm for this conversation. 

We are enjoying creating theater together virtually. We are currently in the midst of our Out Loud reading 

series, bringing you classic works by Alice Childress, George Bernard Shaw, and Thornton Wilder. Our work 

in our education and community programs remains active as ever, with A.C.T. teaching artists bringing arts 

education to students throughout the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD). And performers from 

our Young Conservatory continue to showcase their talent online. 

Next in our mainstage season, we’re bringing you a dazzling, original film experience with Heather Christian’s 

Animal Wisdom, a musical séance about the unseen forces that shape our lives. And we have just announced 

Communion, an interactive play we have commissioned from Obie Award–winning San Francisco playwright 

Christopher Chen to be performed live over Zoom. In conversation with each small audience, this virtual gathering 

—as much as a play—directed by Tony Award–winner Pam MacKinnon and starring celebrated Bay Area actor Stacy 

Ross, will be different each performance and makes the opportunity for unexpected communion.

We are thrilled to announce our in-person season beginning again in January 2022. We are sharing an 

unprecedented trio of Bay Area premieres with you—the Broadway hit Freestyle Love Supreme, the National 

Theatre production of The Lehman Trilogy, and the greatly anticipated world-premiere musical Soul Train. We 

are also mounting an immersive production of María Irene Fornés’s Fefu and Her Friends. These plays reflect 

our mission and values and represent everything we hold dear about our art form and our community. To 

subscribe to our season, you can contact our box office at 415.749.2228 or visit act-sf.org.

One of the best ways you can help us navigate this time is to continue your commitment as a ticket buyer, 

as a donor, and to spread the word to your networks. From the A.C.T. family, we are so grateful for your 

continued participation! 

Stay safe,

Pam MacKinnon 
Artistic Director

Jennifer Bielstein
Executive Director

To learn more about our 20/21/22 season, visit our website.

https://www.act-sf.org/
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PRODUCING TEAM
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Associate Artistic Director
Video Content Producer

Mrs. Barbara Bakar; Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson; Bill Draper; Linda Jo Fitz; Priscilla and Keith Geeslin; Kirke and Nancy 

Sawyer Hasson; James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen-Hormel; Kenneth and Gisele Miller; Barbara Ravizza and John S. 

Osterweis; Toni Rembe and Arthur Rock; Robina Riccitiello; Mary and Steven Swig; Jeff and Laurie Ubben; Jay Yamada;  

Kay Yun and Andre Neumann-Loreck. 

SEASON PRESENTERS

Mr. Rodney Ferguson and Ms. Kathleen Egan; Frannie Fleishhacker; Kevin and Celeste Ford; Fred M. Levin in honor of Nancy 

Livingston Levin, The Shenson Foundation; John Little and Heather Stallings Little; The Marymor Family Fund; Burt** and 

Deedee McMurtry; Gerine Ongkeko; David and Carla Riemer; Patti and Rusty Rueff; Abby and Gene Schnair; Aaron Vermut 

and Adriana Lopez Vermut; Nola Yee
**deceased

COMPANY SPONSORS

Ken Ruta moved to San Francisco in 1963, and became an original company member at A.C.T. He 
played Scrooge in A.C.T.’s original Christmas Carol from 1989 to 1991, and returned for the role of 
Jacob Marley from 2005 to 2019, while continuing as narrator (on tape!) for Center REPertory’s 
Carol. Since A.C.T.’s debut at The Geary, Ruta has participated in more than 70 productions. He is a 
founding member of Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park and served for 12 seasons as actor, teacher, 
and associate artistic director at the Guthrie Theater. An associate artist with San Diego’s Old Globe, 
he has enjoyed a 25-year association with Arizona Theater Company. On and off-Broadway credits 
include Inherit the Wind, Separate Tables, Duel of Angels, Under Milkwood, Ross, The Three Sisters, 
Doctor Faustus, and The Elephant Man. His 72 years of performing include work with Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, Minnesota Orchestra, and San Francisco Symphony, not to mention most of the nation’s 
leading LORT companies. Most recently, he performed in Actors Ensemble of Berkeley’s John 
Gabriel Borkman and CounterPulse’s Adelia (or, the nose play).

Pam MacKinnon is in her third season as A.C.T.’s fourth artistic director. She is a Tony, Drama Desk, 

and Obie award–winning director, having directed upwards of 75 productions around the country, 

off Broadway, and on Broadway. Her Broadway credits include Beau Willimon’s The Parisian Wom-

an (with Uma Thurman), David Mamet’s China Doll (with Al Pacino), Wendy Wasserstein’s The 

Heidi Chronicles (with Elisabeth Moss), Edward Albee’s A Delicate Balance (with Glenn Close and 

John Lithgow), Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and Bruce Norris’s Clybourne Park. 

Her most recent credits include world premieres of Bruce Norris’s Downstate (Steppenwolf Theatre 

Company, London’s National Theatre), Lydia R. Diamond’s Toni Stone (Roundabout Theatre Com-

pany, A.C.T.), Kate Attwell’s Testmatch (A.C.T.), and Edward Albee’s Seascape (A.C.T.). She grew up 

in Toronto, Canada, and Buffalo, New York, and majored in economics and political science at the 

University of Toronto. (she/her)

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY: 
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ABOUT A.C.T.  
American Conservatory Theater is an essential gathering place that brings artists and communities together
to inspire and provoke. Our mission is to engage the spirit of the San Francisco Bay Area, activate stories that
resonate, promote a diversity of voices and points of view, and empower theater makers and audiences to celebrate
liveness. We value inclusion, transformational learning, participation, and rigorous fun.

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Schatzie Allen-Jefferson
Jennifer Bielstein
Ralph A. Clark
Jill Cowan
Patrick Devlin
Jerome L. Dodson
Kathleen Donohue
Olympia Dukakis
Jesse Lee Eller
Linda Jo Fitz
Frannie Fleishhacker

Ken Fulk
Jo S. Hurley
David L. Jones
Jascha Kaykas-Wolff
James H. Levy
Heather Stallings Little
Pam MacKinnon
Lori Halverson Martin
Rodman Marymor
Katherine McGee
Michele Miller

Jeffrey S. Minick
Gerine Ongkeko
Toni Rembe
Michael Richter
Abby Sadin Schnair
Patrick S. Thompson
Joaquin Torres
Jeffrey W. Ubben
Jay Yamada
Nola Yee

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER MFA BOARD
Patrick S. Thompson, Chair

Norman Abramson
Carlotta Dathe 
Danyon Davis
Frannie Fleishhacker

Dianne Hoge
Christopher Hollenbeck
Luba Kipnis
Linda Kurtz
Jennifer Lindsay
Lori Halverson Martin

Toni Ratner Miller
Mary Ann Munro
Joseph Ratner
Toni Rembe
Abby Sadin Schnair

Anne Shonk

David Riemer, Chair
Kay Yun, President
Patti Hart, Treasurer
Adriana López Vermut, Secretary

Celeste Ford, Vice Chair
Priscilla Geeslin, Vice Chair
Robina Riccitiello, Vice Chair
Rusty Rueff, Vice Chair

Steven L. Swig, Vice Chair
Kirke M. Hasson, Immediate Past Chair

Nancy Livingston Levin,
Chair Emerita, in memoriam

EMERITUS ADVISORY BOARD
Barbara Bass Bakar
Rena Bransten
Jack Cortis
Joan Danforth
Dagmar Dolby
William Draper III

John Goldman
Kaatri Grigg
James Haire
Kent Harvey
Sue Yung Li
Christine Mattison

Joan McGrath
Deedee McMurtry
Mary S. Metz
Cherie Sorokin
Barry Lawson Williams
Carlie Wilmans

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
As part of our commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion at A.C.T., we are in the process of building a meaningful 
relationship with the local Indigenous theater community. As part of this we begin by honoring the lands upon which 
we do our work. We would be proud to offer deep gratitude to the tribal band of Ramaytush Ohlone peoples and their 
lands that cover Northern California and down the Pacific coastline. Prior to the arrival of the Spanish in the 1700s, the 
Ramaytush Ohlone numbered approximately 1500 persons, and made their life on the sacred lands. Only a few families 
survived and still remain. Those descendants make up the membership of the Association of Ramaytush Ohlone (ARO) 
today. We honor the Ohlone as a people, their resilience, and all they have done and continue to do in maintaining 
sacred and ancestral lands, ceremony, and communities to this day.

PHOTO NOTICE
The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production, or distributing recordings on any medium, 
including the internet, is strictly prohibited.
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A.C.T. gratefully acknowledges the following list of Bravo Circle supporters who have pledged their commitment to the organization for 
the next two years. Their philanthropic generosity and investment in A.C.T.’s future through multi-year giving have played an invaluable 
role in ensuring the theater’s strong rebound from these unprecedented times, helping make productions like this one possible.  
Thank you, truly!

TO A.C.T.’S BRAVO CIRCLE MEMBERS!

Anonymous (4)
Mr. Robert Abra
Bruce and Betty Alberts
Ms. Dolores Ali
Robert Anderson
Rebecca and David Ayer
Ms. Christina M. Bailar
Mr. David N. Barnard
Teveia Rose Barnes and Alan Sankin
Ms. Susan Beech
Ms. Gloria Bell
Holland Bender
Carole Bennett
Mr. Andrew Bezella
Steven Blasberg
Mr. John Bliss
Christine Bolt
Michael Borden
Carol M. Bowen and Christopher R. Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Bowman
Ken Brashear
Jeff Brody
Mr. Larry E. Brown
Ms. Angela Brunton
Anonymous
Mario Caceres
Nancy Camarillo
Careful Clean
Florence Cepeda and Earl Frick
Mr. Robert J. Chapman
Dr. Michael V. Collins
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Comport
Bart Connally
Ms. Karen Crandall
Charles Cushner
Michael De Rosa
Bonnie and Rick Dlott
Sylvia and Steven Dos Remedios
Ms. Jane Drake
Ann Dye
Julie Eastman
Alicia English
Susan Eschweiler
Toni Eslick
Frederick Evans
Concepción and Irwin Federman
Ms. Connie J. Finster
Dan and Barbara Freeman
Mr. Steven Frus
Jay Fry
Ms. Marianne Gagen
Mr. Stephen Geisheker
Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Geist
Mr. Michael Geschwind
Martha Gish
Keith Goldstein
Ms. Carol A. Goodman and Mr. Anthony Gane
Larry Gordon
Ms. JeNeal Granieri and Alfred F. McDonnell
Ms. Gail Ann Greely
Ms. Janet Greene
Ms. Gladys Guenther
Marcia Gugenheim
Ms. Marlyne L. Hadley
Mr. David C. Hale

Lisa A. Hane and Hugh Y. Rienhoff Jr.
Karen Hansen
Kirke and Nancy Sawyer Hasson
Lawrence Hill
Johnson Hor
Thomas Hubbard
Ms. Kathryn Hunt and Mr. Keith Herbert
Jo S. Hurley
Ross Johnson
Sylvia M. Johnson
Karen Johnson-McKewan
David Jones and Joe D’Alessandro
Mr. Robert Jones
Ms. Barbara Kado
Georgene Keeler
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Kent
Lisa Key
Sylvia Shamim Khan and Chris Waddell
Michael Kim
Ms. JoAnn Knecht
Zachary Knower
Ms. Hamila Kownacki
Stewart Kramer
Michelle Krumland
Ms. Barbara Kuklewicz
Laura Leibowitz
Jennifer S. Lindsay
Steve and Judy Lipson
John Little and Heather Stallings Little
Peggy Lowndes
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Luehrmann
Samantha and Laurence Lyons
Allan Mann and Seiji Morikawa
Alan Markle
Sue May
Jenna McGraw
Mr. Stephen Merlo
Ms. Nancy Michel
Charles P Miller
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Minick
Mr. Charles Moody
Ellen Moore
Mr. Ronald Morrison
Ms. Roberta Mundie
Ms. Linda Myers
Peter and Elise Navin
Jane and Bill Neilson
Rich Rava and Elisa Neipp
Tim Nesbitt
Nancy Nicholson
Ms. MaryAnn Nickel
Stephen and Julia Nocita
Michael T. O’Connor and Tanya Wodinsky
Susan O’Doherty
Mrs. Margaret O’Drain
Gerine Ongkeko
Terry and Jan Opdendyk
Pamela Orloff
Janet and Clyde Ostler
Mr. James O’Toole
Ms. Maryann Pacula
Carol J. Palmer
Barbara Paschke and David Volpendesta
Mr. David J. Pasta
Mr. Jeff Pekrul

Elsa and Neil Pering
DiAnn Perko
Ms. Genevieve Plusa
Ms. Margaret Poggio
M Amr Razzak
Jann Reed
Mr. Matt Reid
Pete Richards
Jeff and Karen Richardson
Peter and Carla Riechers
David and Carla Riemer
John and Kyoko Robinson
Karen and Bruce Rohde
Ms. Bianca Rosario
Fred Rosenblum
Charles Roslof
Dr. David Rovno
Ms. Tobi Rubin
Patti and Rusty Rueff
Laura Jo Ruffin
Ms. Hazel Rule
Frances Q. Schaeffer
Frank Schirrmeister
George and Paula Schlesinger
Ms. Lauren A. Schwartz
Mr. Jim Sciuto
Ms. Karen A. Scott
Ms. Linda Scourtis
Anne and Michelle Shonk
Joseph Sieger and Stuart Dick
Mr. Lisa Silveria
Raven Sisco
Virginia Smith
Mrs Lillian Steinle
Jennifer Steinmann
Diana Stewart
Erica Stinemates
Mark Chaitkin and Cecilia Storr
Ms. Carol R. Strand
Streets Family
Rachel Stuart
Mr. M. H. Suelzle
Scott Sutherland
Ms. Joan Suzio
Mr. John E. Sweeney and Ms. Lana Basso
Yankin Tanurhan
Scot Terry
Dale Underwood and Kirsti Aho
John R. Upton Jr. and Janet Sassoon-Upton
Ms. Gretchen Von Duering
Sharon Vosmek
Katherine and Adrian Wadley
Ms. Marla M. Walcott
Ms. Ludmila Waluto
Ms. Margaret Warton and Mr. Steve Benting
Dr. Lawrence B. Weiss
Irv Weissman and Family
Drs. Irving and Ann Weissman
Ms. Kathryn Wheble
Marissa White
Tess Williams
Mordechai Winter
Ms. Mary Wolfe
Beverly and Loring Wyllie
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin B. Zwerin

SPECIAL THANKS

If you are interested in joining this new multi-year giving circle or would like to learn more, please contact Donor Relations and Membership Manager 

Hillary Bray at hbray@act-sf.org.

*A.C.T.’s Bravo Circle as of XXX
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CREATED BY THOMAS KAIL, LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA,  
AND ANTHONY VENEZIALE
DIRECTED BY THOMAS KAIL

JAN 21–FEB 13, 2022 | GEARY THEATER

WRITTEN BY MARÍA IRENE FORNÉS
DIRECTED BY PAM MACKINNON  
MAR 24–MAY 1, 2022 | STRAND THEATER

BY STEFANO MASSINI  ADAPTED BY BEN POWER 

DIRECTED BY SAM MENDES  

APR 20–MAY 22, 2022 | GEARY THEATER

BY DOMINIQUE MORISSEAU 
CHOREOGRAPHED BY CAMILLE A. BROWN
DIRECTED BY KAMILAH FORBES

SEP 16–OCT 16, 2022 | GEARY THEATER

 “MY FAMILY TURNED ON SOUL TRAIN EVERY WEEK EXPECTING  
   NOTHING LESS THAN A HOUSE PARTY. . . WE GOT THAT, AND A WHOLE LOT MORE”

“MAGNIFICENT. A GENUINELY EPIC PRODUCTION” 
                         —THE NEW YORK TIMES

“REVOLUTIONARY! GET READY FOR  
  THE MASTERWORK NO ONE HAS SEEN” 

“FAST, FURIOUS, FUNNY, AND WILDLY ENTERTAINING” 
                        —THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

FOUR-PLAY PACKAGES START AT $95! 
ACT-SF.ORG

THE NATIONAL THEATRE AND NEAL STREET PRODUCTIONS’

A WORLD-PREMIERE MUSICAL

                                                                                                             —THE NEW YORK TIMES

LEAD SPONSOR

https://www.act-sf.org/



